] S CHILD POVERTY:
DESARROLLO A GREAT ABYSS FOR THE
B JUVENTUD PUERTO RICAN ECONOMY

Even before Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico was dealing with a major crisis- its abysmal rate of child poverty, which in 2016 was 56%. This means that
almost 6 out of 10 children in Puerto Rico are growing up in conditions that limit the opportunities they will have to succeed as adults. Multiple studies
have shown that children who grow up in poverty are less likely to complete school, have worse health outcomes, and earn less as adults when
compared to their peers who do not grow up in poverty. As a result, child poverty has a crippling effect on society and the economy. It has been estimat-
ed that child poverty costs the United States $ 500 billion per year in lost economic activity, criminal prosecution and health costs. Child poverty is
driven by the economic security of a family, which in Puerto Rico is compromised by low labor participation, job insecurity, and poor compensation.
Tackling these underlying issues will be key to ensuring that all children in Puerto Rico live in families with economic security and can develop to their
full potential.
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If you want to know more and get involved in the public policy efforts that the Institute mobilizes to reduce poverty, please access www.juventudpr.org,

our page www.facebook/lJD.PR or write us an email at info@juventudpr.org. Data: U.S. Census Bureau- Puerto Rico Community Survey 2016, The
ETS Institute - Poverty and Education: Finding the Way Forward, Kids Count Data Center & Bureau of Labor Statistics 2017.




