
Help a child with epilepsy stay in school by supporting their anti-seizure medication for a year
SUMMARY
As Kenya Association for the Welfare of People with Epilepsy, we are seeking to raise 600,000 Kenya Shillings(USD 6,000) with the purpose of providing one year’s supply of anti-epilepsy drugs to 100patientswho are unable to afford the cost of their treatmentat KAWE epilepsy clinics. Many children with epilepsy drop out of school due to uncontrolled seizures. By supporting their treatment for a year, you will give them a better chance not only to manage their epilepsy but also to get education and success in life.
ABOUT KAWE
The Kenya Association for the Welfare of People with Epilepsy [KAWE] is a non-profit making organization that comprehensively targets and addresses issues of people with epilepsy in Kenya. Our programs aim to improve access to health services for people with epilepsy, encourage positive public attitudes towards people with epilepsy and advocatefor development and implementation of relevant public policies that address the challenges faced by people with epilepsy.
CHALLENGES
With a prevalence of 2%, there are an estimated 1,000,000 people with epilepsy in Kenya. A high number of them come from the rural areas where access to epilepsy clinics is a huge challenge. Even in major cities, as a result of misinformation and stigma, many people think epilepsy is due to curses or bad spirits and therefore do not seek medical attention; instead they go for prayers or to herbalists or witchdoctors. A lot of effort has been put into epilepsy awareness to encourage patients to seek medical care but the challenge, as with other chronic conditions, is the cost of continued treatment leading to defaulted patients.
Many of the patients at KAWE epilepsy clinics are children born to very low-income families living from hand to mouth. Such families struggle to survive from day to day, soan added expense of prescription drugs is often simply not within their means.
According to a report by World Health Organization(WHO), three fourths of people living with epilepsy may not receive the needed treatment. This is referred to as the ‘Treatment Gap.’The cost of treatment is not only the amount paid directly for  the medication, but also the bus fare needed to reach the nearest clinic.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
We seek support for 100 patientsregistered with KAWE who find it challenging to adhere to treatment due to cost. USD 5 can provide one patient’s medication for one month. This calculates to USD 60 a year. 
COST SUMMARY
Treatment cost 
	Amount per patient
	Duration

	$ 5
	1 month of anti-epileptic drugs

	$ 60
	A whole year supply of anti-epileptic drugs


Two patients have shared their experiences below which elaborate how useful the funds contributed are in assisting those who have little means.


















Success story of Joshua Mwanja Mlongo
Joshua is 21 years old. It’s almost a year now since he sat for his last final secondary exam . He says he has found peace of mind.  A volunteer at KAWE Riruta clinic his desire is to help others who come to the clinic each week. He has also found hope and he feels his greatness comes from serving others. He has a great desire to not just think about his success. 
He says, “ I ask myself, how can I change someone elses’ life? How can I have an impact in the society?”
He lives with his parents in Kangemi town, Nairobi. His father is a social worker  and his mother is  a house wife. His response to treatment is quite visible as seizures are now a thing of the past. He does believe that through cooperation and adherence to doctor’s instructions he will soon be able to live free of medication and will be a living testimony of the fact that epilepsy is treateable.
“Thank you for assisting with payment for my medication as this has helped me continue with my education.” He states in a gratitude letter.
The family has limited income but they try to support him as much as they can. He will start studying I.C.T from certificate level at a technical training institute and upgrade to a degree level. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] “Though it may feel good to be a predator in this world, it feels better to be just human and help others feel human.” He confidently adds.
