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Introduction

In the age group of 0-18 years, India is home to about 442 million children. It constitutes to about 39 percent of the country’s population. According to the government’s Combined Report
 on Committee on the Rights of the Children (CRC), 2011, “many of the outcome indicators for children point to the disadvantaged status of children; the proportion of Child Budget in the Union Budget seems inadequate.”
 Therefore the government remains assured of catering to the need of children via the civil society organizations (CSOs) working in the field of education and right to education of the children. 
Pragati Wheel School which is a unit of Basant Charitable Trust was established in 2007, to provide education to about 250 children in the age group of 3 to 16 years. The education program was started with the intent to combat child labour by providing disadvantaged children in urban settings with an opportunity to get education. The children are from the families of agricultural farmers that grow vegetables and work in nurseries of Yamuna bed in Delhi. The school is providing free education, morning snacks, mid day meal apart from syllabus books, school uniform, school bags and stationery to these children. The main advantage of the school is its location which is in close proximity to the living quarters of the families of the agricultural farmers. It is the aim to provide the children an opportunity to quality education and exploit their potential. The school is committed to tackle the growing need of amenities required for their psychological and attitudinal growth. 

Economic Constraint
Economic factors constitute the single most important reason for children not attending school or dropping out of school. The need to spend on education necessarily constrain poor families in sending their children to schools. The children are kept out of school to supplement household income. Boys, in particular, are withdrawn from school for wage work and for participation in other economic activities, whereas girls are withdrawn to attend to and perform domectic activities (NSSO, 2010).
Also inspite of significant expansion of schooling facilities, some basic deficiencies continue to affect Indian schooling system. A large number of children are left out of school due to inadequate number of upper primary and secondary schools in the vicinity. Moreover the deteriorating quality of learning in government schools and the private aided schools which charges fees that are higher, the children are not sent to school. The unsustainable financial implications has an impact on the enrollment and abstraining the children from schools.
Pragati wheel School is located in close proximity to Yamuna river bed, in East Delhi, which is the living quarters of its demographics. It is providing education facilities to their doorstep and bringing an attitudinal change towards the need for education and open a window of opportunity to break the cycle of poverty and low self esteem. 
Objective
* To provide basic education and personal development to less privileged children

* To provide them with exposure to professional opportunities outside their farming communities

* To create a financially sustainable model and associate it with a larger Civil Society Organisation (CSO)  for quality schooling and extending opportunities for skill training and employment.

Presently the school is managed by 14 teachers and 4 volunteers and the student-teacher ratio is 1:20 as compared to 1:31 in private schools and 1:37 in public schools. The school is providing education from pre-nursery up to Xth grade and following the CBSE course curriculum. It has science laboratory with all the necessary instruments and equipments apart from computer laboratory with 10 computers. Information and knowledge is another important aspect in a students life and the school has a library with wide range of books from Indian folk tales to Global Encyclopedia. 
It is our earnest aim to increase the outreach of the school and cater to the demand of neighbourhood children that are still out of the school. Therefore due to limited resources Pragati Wheel School is able to provide education and health facilities to 300 children only.

Way Forward 
In the context of the above mentioned facts and the inequality in both education opportunities and outcomes, Pragati Wheel School can play a significant role by undertaking the following:
· to strengthen the teaching faculty through recruiting more qualified and experienced teachers

· To retain girl child upto secondary schooling (xth grade)

· Use of technology to make teaching-learning interesting through computers.

· To promote skill development and vocational courses for youth in the age group of 15 and above.

· To increase the outreach to surrounding areas through satellite schools-aiming for an increase in enrollment and upto 500. 
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