Project Application-SUSTAIN Cameroon

Project Title: Empower 50 child brides with income generation, Cameroon
Project Summary:

The project shall reduce the vulnerability, dependency and abuses suffered by 50 child-brides and potential child brides in the North West Region of Cameroon through economic empowerment. Through vocational training, micro-finance services, business coaching and academic sponsorship, the beneficiaries shall build their self-esteem and contribute to community development. It facilitate access to micro finance services through a revolving interest free loan scheme to support beneficiaries realize their dreams. 

Beneficiaries shall be girls between the ages of 11 and 16 years trapped in abusive forced marriages and/or those at risk of being forced into such marriages. The project shall also engage the beneficiaries in community services as peer educators and interface with local authorities in policy advocacy. 
Requested Funding Amount

$5000

Donation Options
· $10 will retain a girl at risk of child marriage in a school for term

· $15 will provide a pair of uniform for an at risk girl to attend school

· $20 will provide exercise books for an at risk girl for a year

· $25 will provide a school bag, a text book and a pair of sandals

· $50 will provide tools, machines, livestock to child brides for livelihood

· $75 will train and equip 5 child brides as activists and campaigners against forced early child marriages in their community

· $100 will mobilize communities through interactive exchanges, projections and to end child marriages and damages to health

· $150 will provide medicine and detail check-up and awareness in a school to a 50-100 child brides and young mothers

· $200 will help to form and motivate an “End Child Marriage Activist Group” to work for ending child marriages in their village

· $250 will provide training for 20 child brides in income generating and business practices

· $300 will provide materials and fees for vocational training to 3 child brides to undergo career reformation for a year.

· $500 will organize a consultation with parliamentarians and media for lobbying and advocacy on the issue of ending child marriages.

· $1000 will establish a small industrial unit for child brides for 20 child brides and their family’s livelihood.
What is the issue, problem, or challenge?

Non-domestication of international instruments by Cameroon continues to propagate the abuse of girls & women. Marriage age is discriminatory with entrenched traditional practices an open playing ground to force children into marriages.  

The North West Region where project is planned to take place in a patriarchal society dominated by traditional practices which abuse women including persistent domestic rape as it is believe that men own women as property as such do not need consent to have sex with a wife.

A woman loses her identity once she is married, as they do not have rights to inheritance. With limited or no academic and vocational training, these child brides are economically weak and depend on abusive spouses for livelihood. Because most of these child brides lack basic hygiene knowledge and child care practices, their children suffer from inadequate mother care and nutritional intake. 

The project shall ensure economic empowerment of child bride while providing a credible alternative to potential victims through academic and business opportunities.

How will this project solve this problem?

By providing vocational training, start-up capital and business mentorship to children trapped in child marriages, they will be economically less dependents on men. Some will be able to break lose from such marriages and pursue their dreams. 

The project will also support potential victims stay in school through academic scholarships and basic health care including training in menstruation hygiene. 

Community service activities lead by beneficiaries shall raise awareness on child marriages and the problems faced by child brides. The project shall also develop a data 

Potential Long Term Impact

The project will retain in school 15 girls at risk of child marriage while 35 child brides will be healthy, economically active and empowered to take decision to delay first birth. Through increased community awareness on child marriages and the health needs of children bearing children, incidents of child marriages in the participating communities is expected to reduce considerably. 

Beneficiaries shall own income-generating activities and will contribute to the economic life of their communities and will be less dependent on men. Their self-esteem shall increase and they will serve as role models to other girls who might be tempted to embrace early forced child marriages.

A revolving financial strengthening scheme will exist to ensure economic growth of child brides and potential child brides. Trained peer married girls will constitute task force to act as activists and campaigners against forced early child marriages.
