
Lebanon    North and Akkar Governorates Profile  

GENERAL OVERVIEW
Northern Lebanon is one of the country’s most deprived regions, with severe poverty levels, high numbers of refugees and some of 
the worst unemployment rates in the country.  Out of a total population of 1.1 million people, 708,000 live under the poverty line: 
341,000 deprived Lebanese, over 266,000 Syrian refugees, 88,000 Palestine refugees and almost 12,000 Lebanese returnees.
The area  consists of two governorates: Akkar and the North. Tripoli, the capital of the North governorate, is the second largest city in 
the country, while the rest of the region is primarily agricultural. Akkar Governorate shares a 100km border with Syria and has two 
official crossing points: El Aarida and El Aboudiyeh, where IOM recently refurbished border control facilites. The two governorates 
host myriad religious sects including Sunni, Alawite, Christian and Shiite. There is 
a history of armed violence in the area, notably the 2007 battle in Nahr el Bared 
camp between non-state actors and the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF).
A large number of humanitarian actors operate in the area, notably in health, 
education, protection and basic assistance. Interagency coordination meetings 
cover both governorates and take place in Qobbayat and Tripoli on alternating 
months.

POPULATION OVERVIEW

1,147,724 People living in North and 
Akkar Governorate

791,446 Lebanese 

     

                                                           340,432         Vulnerable Lebanese

11,938  Lebanese returnees 

256,126    Registered Syrian refugees

78,846      Registered Palestine refugees in Lebanon

9,368            Registered Palestine refugees from Syria
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SOCIO ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

BACKGROUND & CONTEXT
(August 2015  -  March 2016)
The conflict in Syria has had a strong spillover effect on northern Lebanon, reducing economic and commercial activities and 
amplifying sectarian tensions. Clashes between the Sunni and Alawite communities – who support opposing sides in the Syrian 
conflict – tore apart Tripoli’s poor neighborhoods of Jabal Mohsen and Bab el Tebbaneh from 2008 to 2015, leaving 200 people dead 
and more than 2,000 injured. The conflict ended in late 2014, but tensions still flare up sporadically. Wadi Khaled, a former hub for 
informal cross-border trade next to the Syrian border, is another pocket of vulnerability and insecurity. 
Due in part to concerns over spillover from the Syria crisis, the Lebanese Armed Forces evicted 1,770 Syrian refugees from their 
dwellings in 2015 as a stated preventive measure against crime and insecurity. While there was a decrease of civil unrest in the region 
in 2016, a need for close monitoring of the area persists.
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54.5%  of Syrian refugees living in substandard 
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10%  Lebanese unemployment rate (MICS 2009)
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HUMANITARIAN ACTORS
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ABAAD, AEC, AJEM Lebanon, ANERA, Al Fayha'e, ANERA, ARCPA, Beddawi 

Popular Committee, Beyond, CARE, CCP JAPAN, CISP, CLMC Lebanon , 

CONCERN, COOPI, CYC, Danish Red Cross, DRC, FAO, HDC, Heartland, HI, 

Himaya, HOOPS, HWA, IA, ILO, IMC, IOCC Lebanon, IOM, IQRAA, IR Lebanon, 

IRC, IRD, Leb Relief, Lebanese Red Cross, LFPADE, Makassed, MAP-UK, Mercy 

Corps, MoSA, MS Lebanon, MSL Lebanon, NRC, OXFAM, Palestinian Scouts & 

Guides Association, PU-AMI, Relief & Reconc, RESTART Lebanon, RET, RI, SCI, 

SFCG, Solidarités, UNDP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNRWA, URDA, WCH, and WHO.

HUMANITARIAN AND STABILIZATION TRENDS
Northern Lebanon has seen a strong influx of Syrian refugees since the beginning of the crisis due to its proximity to hotspots such as 
Homs, Hama and Idleb: before new entry requirements came into effect in October 2015, the Aboudiyeh border crossing was 
receiving 4,000 to 5,000 people per day. The arrival of more than 260,000 refugees into northern Lebanon has put a strain on water, 
electricity, waste manage-ment and other basic services. A majority of Syrian refugees in the area live in challenging urban and 
semi-urban contexts and large numbers also live in informal tented settlements and collective shelters, particularly in Akkar and 
Miniyeh-Danniyeh.
There is a major need for livelihood support in Northern Lebanon: the area has the highest unemployment rates in the country, with 
65% unemployment in Minniyeh Denieh and almost 60% in Akkar (VASyR 2015). Public institutions including schools and health 
centers also need more support. 
The region also hosts more than 88,000 Palestine refugees in Nahr El Bared and Baddawi camps, including almost 10,000 Palestine 
refugees from Syria. There are extensive unmet humanitarian needs, with additional strain on services following the arrival of the PRS. 
The reconstruction of Nahr el Bared camp – which was destroyed in 2007 – is now a priority for UNRWA after a series of funding 
short-ages and delays.
Humanitarian organizations are working to provide assistance across the area, with projects ranging from latrines to cash for food. 
Winterization projects are a priority, as Akkar averages an altitude of 700 m: in 2015-2016, 216,000 households received winter 
support from UNHCR and partners.
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MOST VULNERABLE LOCALITIES

Inter Agency Coordination: Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSA)   Ziad Nadri,  ziadnadri@gmail.com, UNHCR  Monica Noro,  
noro@unhcr.org and UNDP  Alain Chatry,  alain.chatry@undp.org

North Governor:  Mr Ramzi Nohra    Akkar Governor:   Mr Imad Labaki 

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.  

Data Source: Lebanese Population - Central Administration of Statistics (CAS) year 2002 dataset,     Poverty data: CAS, UNDP and MoSA Living Conditions and Household Budget Survey 2004 

Syrian Refugee Population - UNHCR as of 25/02/2016,  Humanitarian Intervention Data - Activity Info, Palestinian Refugee Population- UNRWA

Key contacts

61 UN Agencies and NGOs operating in the area
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Aakar

Most Vulnerable Localities

Miniyeh-Danniyeh

Tripoli

Zgharta
Koura

Batroun

Bcharreh

Akkar 15 19 7 3 8 9 87 4 5 10 4

There are 63 vulnerable localities in northern Lebanon, 14 of which are classified as “most vulnerable” based on low incomes, lack of 
access to health, education and water, and poor housing conditions. Twenty-eight of the 63 localities are also considered to be “under 
high pressure” with Syrians outnumbering Lebanese by a factor of 3 to 1. The most vulnerable localities are along the border with 
Syria and in the areas east and north of Tripoli.


