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Tohono O’odham Nation / GreaterGood Peace on Earthbench - Proposal 

Summary: The purpose of this project is to facilitate the building of a Peace on Earthbench within the Tohono O’odham Nation with the Greater Good organization and the Native American Advancement Fund (NAAF). An earthbench is a bench made out of earthen building materials and bottle bricks, 20 oz. plastic bottles stuffed with trash until they are as compressed as bricks. They are called Peace on Earthbenches because these projects involve community-building activities and are built in solidarity with other countries all around the world.  The Peace On Earthbench Movement (POEM) seeks to inspire the building of 1000 bottle brick benches for peace around the world.


Tohono O’odham community members and students will help lead their own bottle brick campaign, collecting clean plastic and other soft landfill trash and stuffing them into 20 oz. or smaller plastic bottles using sticks to make them compressed like bricks. Students will collect bottle bricks until the building dates, which we plan to start during the middle week in February (2/11 – 2/19). The tentative goal is to collect 100 bottle bricks during this time.


Brennan will facilitate all aspects of the earthbench construction, from building the foundation and engaging students to mix earthen cement to applying a waterproof plaster and helping students design and decorate their project. This project will last several days – a day to drop off materials and build the foundation, a day or two to cover the entire bench with the earthen cement, a period of drying and then a final day of plastering and decorating the bench. 


The earthbench will last for decades into the future as long as it is protected by a roof and a durable plaster. There may need to be an occasional reapplication of boiled linseed oil (every year or two) or repair of the plaster coat (as needed). 
Tentative Timeline:
· Now – Until Building Dates: Presentations on plastic pollution, collection of bottles and clean inorganic trash, bottle brick stuffing challenges / competitions. 100 bottles is the goal but would be great to get more (20 oz. bottles or smaller water bottles only). 

· Week of Feb. 6th – Greater Good & Tohono O’odham crew begins collecting materials for bench (clay soil, sand, urbanite chunks, river stones, gravel, posts)
· Friday, Feb. 10th – Brennan leaves for Arizona

· Saturday, Feb. 11th – Brennan arrives in Arizona (hopefully not too late), helps prepare for community work day the next day  
· Sunday, Feb. 12th – First Community Earthbench Workday - Build foundation using gravel, urbanite blocks, posts, and river stones. Mix and add earthbags for bottom seat. Add bottle bricks and cob entire bench (cover with earthen mortar). 
· Monday, Feb. 13th – Friday, Feb. 17th – Community and school projects / ecological education classes / work in the community garden etc., build roof for earthbench (?)

· Saturday, Feb. 18th – Second Community Earthbench Workday - Plaster bench and apply mosaic
· Sunday, Feb. 19th – Brennan leaves and returns to California. 

