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Region.  San Antonio Ilotenango is a small, highly populated rural region in the central highlands of Guatemala.  About 17,000 people farm its 80 square kilometers.  This rural region is defined by deep valleys and volcanic mountains of up to 6400 feet. A majority of people farm subsistence crops, but many also produce cash crops like asparagus and blackberries.  Some women pursue micro enterprise in livestock and specialty fowl.  Still, long distances and lack of transportation contribute to keep people’s existence marginal.  Children may go to community schools through the sixth grade, though most will stop after grade three.  All children help with the family farming at critical times of year, which substantially interrupts the continuity of their education.  Despite such obstacles, about 68% of people in San Antonio Ilotenango are literate.  San Antonians are overwhelmingly Maya, and speak the indigenous Kiche language; many also speak Spanish, the official language taught in the schools.  Like most of Guatemala, San Antonio Ilotenango is predominantly Catholic or Evangelical, with a minority maintaining traditional Mayan religious practices.  The impact of the long civil war in Guatemala is still felt in the lack of development and in the fragmentation of social networks.  
Water and Sanitation.  31% of people in San Antonio Ilotenango lack access to safe drinking water, while 60% lack adequate sanitation.  Water sources are scarce in this region, particularly during the dry season.  In some parts of San Antonio Ilotenango, people live more than 45 kilometers from a viable spring.  With such large gaps in basic infrastructure, the people of San Antonio Ilotenango suffer chronic illness and significant drains on their time and potential.  Particularly hard-hit are the women and girls whose responsibility it is to collect water.     Thousands of Guatemalan children die from preventable diseases such as diarrhea. Lack of water, sanitation and poor hygiene undermine the potential for significant health. The municipalities contribute funds to community water projects, fewer funds for sanitation, and almost nothing for hygiene education. In every program, Water For People intergrates health and hygiene education to ensure a more lasting impact.
Program.  In 2009, Water For People – Guatemala will work with its local partners to begin providing water and sanitation to four communities in San Antonio Ilotenango, including three schools.  Two will receive gravity-fed water systems, while the other two will get VIP (ventilated improved) latrines.  Significant resources will go to the technical, organizational and hygiene training of communities, schools and their local, supporting partners in government and the private and nonprofit sectors.  To re-enforce key health and hygiene messages special health/hygiene modules will be developed and taught in communities and schools.  Trained teachers and health promoter will go from house to house teaching others.
The 2009 program for San Antonio Ilotenango will expand safe drinking water coverage from 70% to 75%, while expanding sanitation coverage from 40% to 42%.  

Costs and Impact.  The Water For People budget for the 2009 San Antonio Ilotenango regional program will be US$ $295,141 for an estimated 4716 beneficiaries. All Water For People funds are leveraged with those of our partner organizations for expanded impact and the assurance of sustainability.
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