Organization: PENIEL MISSION TRUST

Project name: Children at risk (CAR)

Region: South/SE Asia

Country:  India

Area:  CHENNAI, INDIA

Project summary:
The mandate of our organization is to give information to people in our region that will help them make healthy decisions for themselves and their families. We are working in and around Kancheepuram Area in Chennai, India. The Project gives life to children infected/affected by HIV/AIDS, the families, AIDS Orphans and other vulnerable children. It is a Community Based Programme in which we deep the children in the family and help them to continue their studies and come up in life. We refer AIDS orphans to church run hostels and other hostels meant for such children. We enrol all the eligible children into the formal school and provide them with all the educational support.

Direct beneficiaries: 100  Children

Indirect Beneficiaries: 500 Women & Girls

Total Project Cost:  $25640

Project Duration:  24 months 

Background of the organisation to create an AIDS free future
Peniel Mission Trust is a registered organization doing both religious and social welfare activities to the poor and suppressed sections of the society in the villages of TamilNadu, India. Peniel Mission Trust is one of the wings of the Peniel Mission Church. The Pastor and elders visit the families on regular basis to spread the Word of God. During this time we come across many suffering families with various diseases. They are suffering silently without disclosing their health status.

The need of the project
The mandate of our organization is to give information to people in our region that will help them make healthy decisions for themselves and their families. We are working in and around Kancheepuram Area in Chennai, India. The Project gives life to children infected/affected by HIV/AIDS, the families, AIDS Orphans and other vulnerable children. It is a Community Based Programme in which we deep the children in the family and help them to continue their studies and come up in life. We refer AIDS orphans to church run hostels and other hostels meant for such children. We enrol all the eligible children into the formal school and provide them with all the educational help such as school fees, text books, note booms, school bags, writing materials, exam fees, school uniform etc. The grown up children are encouraged to take up suitable vocational training of their choice. We organise medical check-up once in sex months and take special care of infected children. We help the families to some extent to stand on their own feet by doing useful activities.e. We monitor the health of the children and give them necessary medicines and special diet. In the Communities we create awareness on AIDS.

The difference this project make for the  benefit  of the  people living with HIV 
The population suffering by this dreadful disease in Chennai City is enormous. They never think of having a check-up to maintain their health. In our Project area, among the identified families, either father/mother have died due to HIV/AIDS. This is because of their negligence. They never care for the health and education of their children. So we want to focus on children and enter into the families and help them.There are a few organisations working among the people living with AIDS. They mostly focus on adults to provide them health care and try to create awareness among general public. In this process the most affected lot is the children. Our Organisation gives main focus on the children and their families. When the disease enters into the family, the income of the family decreases and the children drop out of school and thus become either child labourers or unwanted elements of the society. So we want to work among children specifically. We believe that the children are the future pillars of India and it is our duty to “Catch them Young” and teach them at the appropriate time” so that they could be main streamed. Our organisation is basically a “Child Care” Organisation and so we want to support the children for a better future.

The planned activities and intended outcomes
The project will be implemented on the basis of the following strategies. a. Identification: Our Social Workers identify poorest among the poor who are suffering due to HIV/AIDS and keeping their health status confidential and intervene in their lives. b. AIDS Orphans: The Orphaned children / children neglected by the relatives will be admitted in the Children home run by Church related Organisations where they will get basic necessities like shelter, food, education, health care and finally reintegrated into the communities.. c. Education: We give priority to the children for their studies. Most of the children discontinue their studies due to poverty and the negligence of their parents. All the identified children are in formal school so that they can have uninterrupted education for life. d. Vocational Training: We encourage children to take up suitable Vocational Training, On the Job Training and technical training as per their capacity and aptitude. e. Vocational Guidance: We organise ‘Career Guidance’ too children and give them knowledge about various job opportunities and the eligible criteria so they are well prepared to face the future. f. Health Care: We organise Health Check-up once in sex month and do necessary follow as per the doctors prescription. Infected children are sent to the Government Hospitals for treatment and medicines. They have regular screening to check their CD count. Those children who are under ART will be closely monitored by the staff. We also arrange to provide the infected with necessary nutritious food and special diet. he families who are affected with HIV/AIDS will be given monthly support to buy provisions and to meet basic needs. e. The personnel who are working in the field will be given orientation and Counseling training to work more effectively in this field.

Implementing Partners:
We work in collaboration with three organisations. 1. KNH- Germany- They Supported CAR( Children At Risk) Programme for four Years (HIV/AIDS) 2. Child's Trust -UK- They are supporting Children education for Young Widows children. 3. KHW -Germany - They are supporting Childrens Education for Orphans and Semi-orphans. We also get little bit of support from Local Well wishers and Church Members.

About the Partners
From the inception of the Project we have touched the lives of hundreds of children to study well and come up in life. But due to abrupt stoppage of support we were not able to integrate them meaningfully into the family/community. But presently 100 children from 50 families are under our “Care & Support”. All the 100 children are continuing their studies. All the Parents are maintaining their health after taking regular treatment. Many of them have undertaken Income Generation Activity to sustain the family. A few children have completed vocational training and working and supporting the family. The most important point to record is that the families are leading a dignified and decent lives and face the situation boldly. When they come together for any occasions, festivals and functions they share with the others the benefit they got out of the Project. The Parents and the Children feel that Peniel Mission Trust is like their “Mother's House” where they can go any time to get any kind of help and guidance. If we could get this help from EJAF the families and the children will become bold enough face the situation and have a bright future.
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