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Learning and Development Kenya
   
Improving Lives through Education

Learning and Development Kenya (LDK)

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Founded in 1998, Learning and Development Kenya is devoted to improving the lives of the people of Nakuru and all of Kenya.
MISSION
LDK’s mission is to provide a quality education to the children who are most in need, equipping them not only with practical knowledge and skills, but also with the optimism, open mindedness, and drive to lift their communities out of extreme poverty. 

Since its inception, LDK has provided education to more than 11,000 children. Currently LDK provides education to more than 500 students, aged between 5 and 20, from the poorest neighborhoods of Nakuru, Kenya’s fourth largest city. Without LDK, these children may not attend school at all, as the government schools - while technically free - have burdensome financial requirements such as required uniforms and desks. Upon completing their schooling, these students are equipped for successful careers that will enable them to support their families, fostering another generation of education and contributing to breaking the cycle of poverty in Kenya.

OUR PROJECTS
Provision of quality education: Our students are reading and writing English and Swahili by age 10, mastering math skills, and learning about Kenya’s history and place in the world. From diverse backgrounds, they share their cultural experiences with each other, learning the traditional songs and dances of their classmates and building a foundation for future peaceful relationships.

THE VIRGINIA CHILDREN’S HOME
The Virginia children’s home has been providing shelter to orphans who have no where to go since 2003. Currently it is accommodating seventy eight (78) children, both orphans and other vulnerable children. It provides shelter, three meals a day and medical care. These children are receiving the support and care they desperately need, while attaining an education that will allow them to grow into successful, independent adults. 
Current challenges at the Virginia Home
In the implementation of its programs The Virginia Home faces a multitude of challenges - small and big, mainly financing, infrastructure and communication. 

The daily operation is ensured through the hard work and dedication of the Virginia Home staff who work mostly as volunteers. Many additional projects could be started, but sometimes the biggest challenge is just to be able to pay the next electricity bill in order to have light, water, and even improved meals. The highest impact for the Virginia Home would be achieved by establishing long-term and sustainable funding sources for the daily operations.
The Community: 

LDK is dedicated to the families of the children in the school, and we offer monthly seminars to parents on business, computers, and health. Our successful microfinance program impacted more than 4,500 families in a single year, and many of those individuals now have the means to generate sustainable income. 

LDK also provides monthly HIV/AIDS education to the local community. As an active participant in other community activities, LDK has developed the necessary trust among the people of Nakuru to implement these educational programs. Many families are unwilling to acknowledge that a loved one they lost died of AIDS, very negatively impacting on local cultural perspectives. The continuous activities and education carried out by LDK staff - with their understanding of the local culture - has helped break down the debilitating stigma associated with HIV/AIDS.

OUR PRIORITIES
 At LDK we recognize the fact that every girl deserves a high school education. Our interventions address girl’s education especially for those from poor and vulnerable backgrounds. We empower our girls by assisting them, through our sponsorship program, access high quality education at secondary school. This, we envision, will enable them make their own choices in life.

We currently support 25 girls with secondary school education through our sponsorship program and with assistance from our supporters. Our target is to increase this number to 300 if we get additional support. Most, except 2 girls go to outside (public) schools where we pay their school fees. But we now want to put more effort in our own school which is now being processed for registration by the ministry of education. That any support for the girl’s education from our sponsors will maintain the girls at our school and help us pay the teachers and meet other recurrent costs. This way we shall be able to give a strong foundation to the students while at the same time we provide high quality education. In the process, our school is also ensured of sustainability.
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