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15 April 2009
THE ST ANDREWS PRIZE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

FINALISTS ANNOUNCED

Three environmental projects have been shortlisted from over 180 entries received this year from around 50 countries worldwide for the prestigious 2009 St Andrews Prize for the Environment.  The winner receives $75,000 and the two runners-up will each receive $25,000.

An environmental initiative by the University of St Andrews in Scotland, and the international integrated energy company, ConocoPhillips, the aim of the Prize is to find practical solutions to environmental challenges from around the globe. 

Sir Crispin Tickell, Chairman of the St Andrews Prize for the Environment Trustees, said: 
“We are delighted that the Prize has become so well established and in this, our 11th successive year, continues to attract such a range of innovative projects from all over the world. We are very much looking forward to meeting the finalists and hearing about their projects which are helping to make the world a better place.” 

The finalists’ presentations will be heard at a seminar to be held at St Andrews University on 12th May when the winner will be announced.
This year’s finalists are:

Cheetah Conservation Fund Bush Project
Based in Namibia, the project aims to reclaim large areas of grassland and productive farmland lost to encroaching and thickening thorn bush. The bush is selectively harvested, chipped and compressed into an ecologically friendly fuel log called Bushblok that is marketed in Africa and Europe. Additionally, the Cheetah Conservation Fund plans to use bush in biomass-fueled power plants, providing clean energy and jobs and restoring habitat for the cheetah, whose numbers have dropped from 100,000 a century ago to just over 12,000 today. www.cheetah.org  www.bushblok.com.
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The SolSource Project

To meet the needs of Himalayan villagers for a more portable solar cooker, the project has developed an innovative three-in-one solution for the provision of clean energy from the sun. The light weight, low cost, and portable solar cooker is made from traditional nomadic tent material and locally sourced bamboo and has detachable modules which provide sources for heating and thermo-electricity generation. http://www.oneearthdesigns.org/.
Water and food security through soil and water conservation
Sand dams enable communities in semi-arid regions to develop sustainably and adapt to climate change.  Millions of litres of water are stored under sand that collects behind small dams in seasonal riverbeds.  The water table rises, up and downstream.  Excellent Development, a UK-registered charity, supports Excellent Development Kenya to enable 57 communities in the Ukambani region to conserve water and soil by building sand dams, terracing land and planting trees, and plans to replicate this development model elsewhere.   www.excellentdevelopment.com/dams.php
Notes

Now in its 11th successive year, the St Andrews Prize for the Environment has attracted entries on topics as diverse as sustainable development in the Amazon rainforest, urban re-generation, recycling, health and water issues and renewable energy.

Submissions are assessed by a panel of Trustees representing science, industry and government, with the award going to the project the Trustees consider displays the best combination of good science, economic realism and political acceptability.

All you need to know about the Prize at www.thestandrewsprize.com 

Contact

For further media information, photographs, and to arrange interviews please contact Doug Allsop or Dick Mutch at:

Mearns and Gill Public Relations

7 Carden Place

Aberdeen

AB10 1 PP

Tel +44 1224 646311.  Fax +44 1224 631882

Email doug@mearns-gill.com; dick@mearns-gill.com
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