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Emergency Food and Health Care for War-Torn Congolese

Project Title

Emergency food and health care for war-torn Congolese
Project Summary

International Medical Corps brings emergency food and health care to 300,000 people affected by intensified fighting in eastern Congo.   
Project Need and Beneficiaries

Intense clashes between rebel troops and government forces have threatened the health of millions in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  The latest fighting has displaced an estimated 250,000 people, many of whom are now returning to the homes they were forced to flee.  Finding little remaining, those affected are looking for a way to rebuild.  Cholera outbreaks continue to be reported, as extreme food insecurity increases the risk of malnutrition, particularly among children.  

These latest hostilities add to the more than 20 years of an on-again, off-again war that has killed an estimated 5.4 million - more than any conflict since World War II.  The 250,000 newly displaced persons add to the existing 1.4 million people that have been left homeless as a result of the Congo’s ongoing conflict.  
Long term impact

As the recent crisis compounds already-widespread suffering, the displaced not only need emergency relief, like health care and food, but also help to rebuild their lives when they return home.

Project Activities

International Medical Corps has been in the Congo since the mid-90s, bringing life-saving services to more than one million of the country’s most vulnerable people. In North Kivu province, where most of the recent fighting has taken place, we run primary health care and nutrition clinics that serve more than 300,000 people.  At the crisis’ onset, our staff started delivering emergency food and health care to the displaced, ensuring they have basic relief items, like medicines and high-nutrient food, to survive this looming humanitarian crisis.
