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PROJECT SUMMARY
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Organization Overview
Muslim American Leadership Alliance (MALA) is a registered 501 (c) 3 civil rights non-profit organization that serves
to recognize the United States’ bedrock principles of freedom, individuality, and pluralism with the Muslim
American identity. MALA’s mission is to provide a platform for Muslim Americans to include their unique stories;
mentor emerging young community leaders; develop constructive solutions to counter extremism; and advocate
for international human rights. We value choice and freedom as a cornerstone for a better world, and encourage
active discourse to address some of the most challenging issues that are a part of our current world affairs.
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We celebrate a diverse range of perspectives and individuality. MALA embraces the values of individual freedom,
human rights, gender equality, and democracy as cherished universal ideals. One of the unique programs of MALA
is that it provides a platform for Americans of Muslim heritage to share their unique narratives.
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Project Outline
MALA's flagship effort is a partnership with StoryCorps (www.storycorps.org), a national oral history project
affiliated with National Public Radio and the Library of Congress. Titled "Muslim American Journeys: In, Out, and
Through," the joint venture is recording and spotlighting a unique collection of personal stories of American
Muslims, focused in particular on their complex identities, challenges, and triumphs. In partnership with
StoryCorps, MALA will present an extraordinary collection of personal stories from American Muslims who are
defining their own identities, celebrating their heritage, and sharing the values of diversity. This project aims to
connect, inspire, and engage communities on a national and global context.
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We aim to incorporate stories from people who identify with a Muslim heritage, representing a broad spectrum of
realities and identities. With StoryCorps, we have been depicting voices and stories of Muslim Americans though
an interactive platform that utilizes digital media to expand reach and relevance. All recorded stories will also be
archived and preserved at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.
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To date, we have recorded over 60 narratives and featured over 200 written narratives from Americans of Muslim
heritage. We aim to empower and build stronger partnerships with American Muslims to discuss issues of culture,
identity and global affairs. MALA focuses on the perspectives of American Muslims, sharing their stories and
representing a narrative that considers their voices.
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Through “Muslim American Journeys”, we strive to:
‣ Collect compelling accounts of the living history of Americans of Muslim heritage or Muslim majority countries
(Middle East/North Africa/South Asia)
‣ Preserve unique history (past) while exploring new emerging expressions of identity (present/future)
‣ Popularize these stories and bring them to a broad American audience
‣ Strengthen American social cohesion by enhancing appreciation of our country’s unique cultural diversity
‣ Showcase the extraordinary diversity of these individuals’ journeys and complex mosaic they form
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Past partnerships in collecting and preserving Muslim American voices included StoryCorps Chicago, StoryCorps
New York, Arab American National Museum, Benedictine University’s MEPI students from the MENA region, and
the Minneapolis Somalian American community.
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Countries of origin from participants include: Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine,
Venezuela, Ecuador, Algeria, Albania, Qatar, Kuwait, UAE, Egypt, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Turkey, Morocco, Kazakhstan, and more.
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Stories can be perused on:
www.SoundCloud.com/MALAnational
www.MALAnational.org
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Goals
Personal stories can been a powerful catalyst for change. MALA provides a platform for Americans of Muslim
heritage to share diverse narratives that recognizes individuality. In a country as diverse and complex as the United
States, the histories of Muslim Americans remains layered and contested. We all have stories to tell: stories that
can be collected, conserved, and celebrated.
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The articulation of those stories can significantly contribute to benefit American society by celebrating, challenging,
and re- defining a community identity. By sharing a broad range of diverse narratives and experiences, MALA’s
grassroots efforts aim to help Muslim-Americans be proud of their identity whilst strengthening social cohesion in
America.
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Because of the United States’ values of freedom, democracy, and opportunity, Muslim Americans can carve out a
new blueprint on life. We celebrate these stories. A large proportion of Muslim Americans derive from oppressed
societies where basic human rights such as freedom of speech and women’s rights are severely compromised.

Due to war, conflict, trauma, and other forms of turmoil, cultural and traditional heritage has often been forgoed.
We provide a platform to harness the voices and need for preservation of a richly diverse and vibrant community.
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MALA aims to collect compelling accounts of the living histories and journeys of Americans of Muslim heritage. We
showcase the extraordinary diversity of these individuals’ journeys, and complex mosaic they form. Through
personal narratives, MALA challenges stereotypes and the “essentialized” views of what Muslim identity means.
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MALA’s objective is to be a source for presenting diverse Muslim American cultural histories and contributions, and
serve as an educational resource for teaching global consciousness, historical relevancy, and multicultural
appreciation.
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Our programs have facilitated multi-cultural and diverse dialogue to promote understanding; cherish individuality
and inclusivity, and reduce cultural and racial bigotry. We strive to advance civic discussions in hope of providing a
better atmosphere for working together for the common good.
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Stories from America have been collected, ranging from immigrants, LGBTQ community, refugees, asylum
seekers, veterans, as well as families who have settled in the United States as early as the late 1800’s.
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Produced Stories
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Farzeen Tariq: Overcoming Gender Disparity- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/farzeen-tariq-overcominggender-disparity
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Eboo Patel: https://soundcloud.com/wbez/storycorps-chicago-i-grew-up-wanting-to-be-white
Hanouf Saleh: A Saudi Woman's Perspective- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/hanouf-saleh-a-saudiwomans-perspective
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Sherjeel Hassan: Justice, Guidance, and Belonging- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/sherjeel-hassanjustice-guidance-and-belonging
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Alaa Basatneh: https://soundcloud.com/wbez/storycorps-chicago-chicago-girl-aids-syrian-protesters-with-socialmedia
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Mohannad Rachid: The Future Is Now- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/mohannad-rachid-the-future-is-now
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Meriem Sadoun: Cherishing My Heritage- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/meriem-sedoun-cherishing-myheritage
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Irshad Siddiqi: Navigating Through A Maze- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/irshad-siddiqi-navigatingthrough-a-maze
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Mohamed Nazar: To Struggle is to Live- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/mohamed-nazar-to-struggle-is-tolive
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Emil Aldaddah: Linking Diversity and Inclusivity- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/emil-aldaddah-linkingdiversity-and-inclusivity
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Ariane Rahim: Taking The Lead- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/ariane-rahim-taking-the-lead
Noor Jebreal: Paving My Way- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/noor-jebreal-paving-my-way
Samer Owaida: Solidarity Through Differences- https://soundcloud.com/malanational/samer-owaida-solidaritythrough-differences
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Solution
Through “Muslim American Journeys”, measurable results can be utilized for research to collect, preserve, exhibit,
and interpret stories and history that promote MALA’s mission. Cultural heritage consists of tangible and intangible,
natural and cultural, movable and immovable assets inherited from the past. It is of extremely high value for the
present and the future of a country. Access, preservation, and education around cultural heritage are essential for
the evolution of people and their culture, especially a Muslim American community that should not be categorized
as a monolith.
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Evaluation plans, replicability, and sustainability, and dissemination of findings will incorporate the following:
Educate the American public about rich Muslim American history and its diversity: past, present and future, and
the significant influence of American Muslim contribution to society.
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Develop cultural and inter-faith dialogue that promotes tolerance, understanding and peaceful coexistence
amongst various groups.
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Serve as a research and educational center, and repository for stories having cultural, artistic, aesthetic, and
historical significance.
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Collaborate with other arts/cultural organizations for exhibits, research and educational programs.
Promote, develop, and expand MALA as the first archiving organization for broad and diverse cultural heritage in
the USA with national impact.
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Nurture and grow relations with non-Muslim organizations, arts/culture initiatives, civil society growth, other
humanities focused projects.
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The preservation and restoration of cultural heritage remains at an all time high for Muslim Americans. It is essential
to monitor areas at risk, to advocate for and raise awareness about conflict and prevention. With an increase in
cultural heritage being abused for political propaganda and destroyed to serve certain agendas, the protection of
cultural heritage has never been more important.
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Sustaining cultural heritage within the Muslim American community meets the complex challenge of preserving
large and diverse holdings of humanities materials for future generations by supporting sustainable conservation
measures that mitigate deterioration of multifaceted identities, and prolong the useful value of the power of
belonging.
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This project aims to preserve a collection of stories that will ultimately facilitate research, strengthen teaching, and
provide opportunities for life-long learning in the humanities. Ensuring the preservation of stories implements
measures that slow deterioration and prevent catastrophic loss. This work is best accomplished through
preventive conservation of personal narratives and human accounts of experiences, safeguarding these stories for
generations to come.
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MALA aims to be effective stewards of humanities collections, and we hope to implement preventive conservation
measures that are sustainable. This program therefore helps cultural repositories plan and implement preservation
strategies that pragmatically balance effectiveness, cost, and environmental impact. Sustainable approaches to
preservation can contribute to a community’s overall health and cohesiveness.

!

Existing at the crossroads between technology and the humanities, this project preserves the American Muslim
diaspora, and celebrates the rich cultural heritage and legacy to pass on to future generations whilst fostering
intergroup awareness, respect, tolerance and multicultural understanding.

