Title: 
Establish portable school to introduce primary education in the Gipsy community at Jhenaidah district of Bangladesh. 
Summary: 
95% illiterate Gipsy community is one of the most backward and under developed tribal community of Bangladesh. They live on boat in the river or hut in the fallow land and stay two or three weeks in a place by forming a group consist of 15 to 20 families. The Gipsy children are reaching out of education due to migrating living style; illiteracy of parents and also lack of educational facilities. Establish three Portable School in three groups activities will make available the educational opportunity to 100 Gipsy children at Jhenaidah district of Bangladesh and also explore the education system that is malleable to the Gipsy community. 
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Total project budget requirement is $ 8,595.
Donate: 
$ 250 will establish one portable school.

$ 265 is required to facilitate a portable school. 

$250 will make responsive the Gipsy to educate children. 

$ 10 will provide reading materials to a student 
$ 15 is needed to buy a school dress.

$ 18 will arrange whole year’s Tiffin for a student.  
$ 25 will give medical service to a student.
Contact Person:
Saidur Rahman

Chairman, 

Dipaon Society. Khazura, Jhenaidah, 






Bangladesh, Phone: +88 01914 230 145: 
Email: dipaon58_society@yahoo.com

Background Information of dipaon society:

DIPAON Society came into existence as a non-governmental, non-political and non-profitable grass-root level voluntary development organization in 2001 to stand against illiteracy and extreme poverty of the most vulnerable and the poorest people with the initiative of committed retired workers of Grameen Bank, CARE-BANGLADESH and local NGOs. Since its' inception this organization has been working through participatory process to develop the socio-economic situation of the vulnerable people and to establish the rights of women and children of the disadvantaged and neglected section of the society.  The basic principle, on which the organization is founded, is to fight the causes of hardship and misery manifested in the forms of human sufferings and to make the poorest people capable of sustainable improvement in their living condition irrespective of color, creed, race and gender. DIPAON Society has been reaching its support services to its target population through a number of projects and programs in its operational areas. In the mean time the organization has a very good image and reputation in the community because of its enthusiastic and untiring efforts for providing necessary support to the poorest, disadvantaged and unprivileged communities. 
The Situation and challenges of the Beneficiaries: 

[image: image2.jpg]


There are many tribal communities in Bangladesh, one of them the most backward and lest developed community is Gipsy. They live on boat or hut in the fallow land consist of 10 to 20 families under leading of community leader and migrate one place to another place due to living style and livelihood expenses. Their major occupation is to catch and show play with snakes, discharge venom from the snake biting person’s body by incantation, pickup dental worms from teeth of a dental ache patient. They also provide armlet to the children for stopping urinating on bed and suck blood from boon joint for gout. 
Once upon a time it was true but now it is history that the Gipsy leaded happy life that was addressed in the drama, novel and cinema. In this modern computerized electronic era their profession is not lasting long and has to lesser and lesser. Now they are passing very miserable life. 


 Migrating Living style 
In migrating living style of Gipsy, children are being deprived of and reaching out of education. The illiteracy rate reaches to above 95%. Social injustice, dowry and gender discrepancies, oppression to woman and superstitious health practices are some of the major problems of the Gipsy. The government and the non-government institutions did not come in advance to solve their problem. 
The proposed project is making responsive the Gipsy parents as well as government and non government institutions by establishing portable school in the Gipsy community that will remove discriminations against children for dignity and happy the life. The Gipsy community’s 100 children and parents are the targeted beneficiaries of the project.     
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Impact: 
Three portable schools were built in three Gipsy groups and educational materials, school dress made available the educational opportunity to the Gipsy community and 100 children involved in primary education. Tiffin and medical support reduced malnutrition deficiency. Seminar, meeting, workshop made 100 Gipsy parents responsive to child education.   
HOPE IS LIFE                         
Project activities: 

Conduct FGD (Focus group discussion)

Three focus group discussions will be held with the selected target groups in view to assess need what type of community base portable school system will be suitable for their children’s education. What are the problems behind their child illiteracy? Are they wanted to solve the problems? And what other problems are affecting their livelihood. What they will have to do and what type supports are required from external sources to solve their problems. Assessing the needs session module will be developed accordingly to conduct the learning sessions with the Gypsy community.
Out put: 100 parents participated in the FGD and they prepared a plan to educate the children.   
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Collect Education Materials:
Education materials collections are very essential to conduct classroom session. New books, khata, pen, pencil, chalk, slate are very enthusiastic matter to the students. It will concentrate student towards education. Gipsy parents are very poor and they live under poverty level. And they are unaware about their child education, so they would not be more interested to provide education materials to their children education firstly. The necessary educational materials will be arranged by the project. Due to Gypsy children are unconsciousness, books support will be given two times in a year. 

Output: 100 children got learning inputs and learning process is going on. 
getting towards future
Build portable school:

The Gypsy likes to live in hut (khupri ghor) because it is very easier to carry one place to another place. It is the part of their livelihood. So the school must be portable. All equipment of the school will be carried in their next migrated place. The school will be built by tent, plastic sheet, and bamboo stick. During a year the Gipsy migrate three or more times the carrying and rebuilding cost must be considered two or three times in a year. Also the portable school will be use as a day care center for the children and on the other hand it will be the community’s lighthouse for their development. 
Output: 3 portable schools built in three Gipsy community and the schools are running. 
Conduct School Class Session:

School classroom session is one of the best systems to teach the student. Students attend in the class in time and they learn a lot from books, teachers and from others. Teacher will assist them to learn. A friendly environment will be created in the classroom. The system of the classroom education will be reading, writing, playing, and singing. The teacher will take the topic for one and a half hour. 1st 30 minute will discuss previous day’s lesson 2nd 30 minute teacher will read and discuss today’s lesson and 3rd 30 minute the students will read to days lesson. Thus they complete the lesions in classroom. National curriculum for primary education will be followed in the school. 
Output: Monthly 20 learning session conducted and 100 Gipsy children are in education.

Conduct Meeting with Gypsy Parent:

Gipsy parents are less aware about their children’s Education, Human Rights, and health hygiene practices keeping out of knowledge in human rights, Gipsy children’s education cannot be considered. To make them aware of Human Rights, abuse of drug, HIV/AIDS, violence against women issue will be discussed in quarterly learning session. 
Output: 100 Gipsy parents attended in the community meeting, 4 meetings held in a year and responsiveness has been improved in human rights as well as women and child rights. 

conclusion: 

The project is compliance to millennium development goal. Successful complication of the project explores the opportunities and system of education to the most vulnerable Gipsy community of Bangladesh and brings the positive changes in their livelihood.  
