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The second Maasai Olympics was held in 2014 thanks to a 
number of supporting organizations, including our lead 
sponsor: National Geographic’s Big Cat Initiative.  
 
During the lead up to the Olympics Final, held December 
12, a series of smaller sports competitions (four team 
selections and six regional events) and meetings were 
held throughout the year. These events not only prepare 
warriors/competitors for the Olympics Finals, but also 
provide an opportunity to discuss wildlife conservation, 
specifically lions, and the rules of the new Wildlife Act.  
 
The Maasai Olympics Final was hugely successful with 
roughly 1,500 people from local communities, partner 
NGOs, media and international guests attending. Prizes 
were distributed to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of each 

of the six category events, as well as special prizes that 
included: a ‘safari’ (sponsored by MWCT) to participate in 
the 2015 NY Marathon for the 1st place winners of the 
800 m and 5000 m races; a conservation award (sponsored 
by Chester Zoo) for the most conservation inclined 
manyatta (or, team) which went towards education 
scholarships; and a prize breeding bull for the overall 
manyatta winner. 
 
Maasai Olympics athletes compete for medals, not lions, 
and received huge international attention. It is Big Life’s 
hope to harness this success and build an interim 
program that will help promote conservation education 
and provide an alternative to lion hunting. Maasai tribes 
historically identify leaders and demonstrate bravery 
through lion hunts, but there are simply not enough 
lions left for the tradition to continue.  
 
For background on the Maasai 
Olympics, including a list of 
sponsors, photos, and more 
please visit our website at 
www.maasaiolympics.com


