Kenya Disabled Action Network. (KEDAN)

Kenya Disabled Action Network is a community based youth  organization formed by and for the youth with disabilities.KEDAN was founded in 2003 and is registered under the Ministry of Gender,sports,culture and social services

The formation of KEDAN was part of the efforts to bridge the existing gap between the mainstream disability organizations and issues related to youth with disabilities as there was no effort being made towards their wholistic empowerment.

This prompted youth with different disabilities coming together to found KEDAN by the virtue of experiencing the same problems thus being in a unique position to identify desirable and effective courses of action to counter the effects of disability.

It was realized that; poverty bedeviling youth with disabilities can be lessened and self-sustainability achieved within a relatively short period if disabled themselves are given opportunities to determine courses of action. This strategy would ensure that the experiences, needs, concerns and aspirations of youth with disabilities are met.

KEDAN is a non religious, on discriminatory and not for profit organization that delivers its services and implements the policies on the principles of neutrality.

KEDAN is both a service provision and implementing organization with emphasis on capacity building and advocacy to protect the marginalized youth with disabilities aimed at improving the socio-economic status of the poor disabled youth in the society.

The organization is run by and for youth with disabilities in recognition of the need for a body that understands their concerns and would wholeheartedly seek to address the imbalances impairing their development that hitherto have been handled by people that are not knowledgeable of their needs.

The core component of the organization is the activation of youth with disabilities in the society to think creatively and independently to realize and participate in the integrated sustainable activities and efforts aimed at self renewal, improving their living standards and encourage all youth with disabilities to know their civil and human rights and to participate in all matters concerning or affecting them at all levels.

Goal. 

Enhanced integration of youth with disabilities in community development.

Mission.

Advancing the wellbeing of youth with disabilities by equalizing opportunities that promote pro-active participation in sustainable socio-economic activities, towards poverty alleviation.

Vision.

To create an enabling environment in Kenya where, youth with disabilities can maximize their potential as well as play a more pivotal role in their personal growth and societal development.

Objectives.

· To seek greater involvement of youth with disabilities in development and decision making processes.

· To facilitate socio-economic empowerment of youth with disabilities through self-sustainable projects. E.g. small scale enterprises, micro-credit etc.

· To facilitate information and service provision in health, mobility, legal and rights issues for youth with disabilities.

· To encourage and facilitate the integration of disability issues in mainstream development processes in the country.

· To create awareness and advocate for the rights of youth with disabilities.

· To liaise with other organizations to ensure that, the youth with disabilities gain access to resources, services and programs towards their life improvement.

Programs.

Reproductive health and HIV/AIDS.

Health has become a major issue among young people, especially due to the growing HIV/AIDS pandemic, and drug abuse. Research has shown that a large percentage of new HIV infection occurs among the 18-35 age groups. The increase in pregnancy control drugs available over the counter renders users more vulnerable to HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) since they concentrate on prevention of pregnancy and overlook the risk of getting infected with HIV virus. Young people are also affected by the loss or illness of parents or guardians suffering from HIV or AIDS.

Less attention is given to youth with disabilities in the efforts to fight the scourge yet HIV/AIDS knows no disability. Majority of disabled youth are dying out of ignorance for lack of information. There is a need for specific attention to be made towards educating disabled youth on the dangers of the disease and other related ailments.

Specific Objectives:

· Create awareness on HIV/AIDS pandemic and other STI`S, abortion, family planning and other health issues.

· Set up and operate disability friendly VCT centres.

· Conduct peer education in schools, youth groups, one on one, other disability-based organizations.

· Set up a resource centre where health information and other information can easily be accessed by disabled people.

· Reduce social stigmatization and prejudice resulting from cultural stereotypes held by the society.

Economic Empowerment.

Persons with disabilities are known to be the poorest of the poor, this is a group that experiences the vicious circle of poverty day-in-day out.However, there are no genuine efforts being made to empower them economically with a view of reducing the poverty levels experienced by many.

Many of them have been left for the street leading to a negative mentality amongst the society members that, disabled persons are destined beggars.

If we are to fight poverty, concerted efforts must be made to economically empower persons with disabilities towards finding decent and sustainable livelihoods for themselves.

Specific Objectives.

· Facilitating and encouraging disabled youth to venture into small scale enterprises.

· Creating linkages with micro credit institutions to facilitate easy access to credit facilities for small scale businesses by disabled youth.

· Empower the disabled youth to realize own potentials through sustainable community development approaches.

· Encourage vocational trainings and job placements among persons with disabilities.

Capacity building.

Majority of youth with disabilities have various talents that can be nurtured into a source of livelihood in the long run. The skills acquired by the disabled youth need constant improvement to be able to fit into the current job market.

The ideas owned by this group would be beneficial to them and the community in economic terms if training and mentorship programs are availed to help sharpen them into practical ventures.

There is need for continuous training, support and counseling for the disabled youth to remain effective in whatever they are doing to better their lives.

Specific Objectives.

· Offer trainings in entrepreneurial and life skills.

· Provide mentorship to various initiative started by disabled youth towards self-reliance.

· Support income oriented ventures started by disabled youth.

· Provide leadership trainings.

Advocacy and lobbying.

More than often, persons with disabilities are regarded lowly in the society and have to go through numerous hardships to gain recognition. From negative perceptions, deregotive language and reference meted to them, their active participation in the development processes is severely hindered.

Policy makers rarely give attention to issues affecting persons with disabilities while making policies thus jeopardizing their development making them appear as second class citizen.

Specific Objectives.

· Advocate and lobby for disabled friendly policies.

· Create awareness on the causes of disabilities and stigmatization against PWD`S.

· Advocate and lobby for involvement of disabled youth in positions of governance.

· Advocate and lobby for mainstreaming of disability issues in development activities.

Membership.

KEDAN is a membership-based organization comprised of persons with different challenges and disabilities amongst them:

· The physically challenged.

· The deaf.

· The blind and low vision.

Contacts:

Executive Director,

Kenya Disabled Action Network.

P.O.Box 5837-00200 (Off Kibera Drive, AIC Church-Kibera Compound; Olympic Stage.)

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel:+254 02-2045609, +254-020  2324589
Email:info@kedan.or.ke
Website:www.kedan.or.ke
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