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Destiny’s design:
‘Rag-picker

Samay Parmar wuth his parents

makes it to NID

Radha Sharma | TNN

Ahmedabad: Sanjay Parmar
spent much of his childhood
picking rags, sifting through
mounds of waste at Rama Pir
No Tekro in Vadaj area of Ah-
medabad to supplement the
famj]y's meagre income. San-
jay’s father Dineshbhai was a
driver and barely managed to

putfood on thetablefor his three

children. On lucky days, he
womdﬁnda ~of footwear for
his little sister Manisha in the

garbage. When bored, Sanjay

would fashion boats out of -

waste paper and cars from dis-
carded thermocol packaging.
Then destiny intervened. At

19, Sanjay is perhaps the only

one with a rag-picking past to
make it to the country’s pre-
miere design school — National
Institute of Design—-andaimsto
becomeanautomobiledesigner.

But first, he wants to design
is an aid which cuts the burden
of LPG cylinderdeliverymen. “I
have seen my father break his
back delivering cylinders in
multi-storey houses which
don’t havelifts. It ismy dream to

design asimpleaid,” hesays.

The young boy’s life turned
when he was selected as one of
eight kids who were enrolled in
a special project by NGO Visa-
mo Kids which gave bright chil-
dren from poor families a
chance at a good education. “IfT
wasnotplucked out of theslums
and given an education, I would
nothavegonebeyondclassX. All
my best friends are school drop-
outs”, says Sanjay.

Initially, it wastoughfor San-
jay to adjust to the new world.
“He was an angry, stubborn
child. He was not good at learn-
ing and writing but he was good
with his hands,” says Amee
Shah, boarding in-charge of Vi-
samo Kids. Sanjay calls Amee
his second mother. While the
residential programme covers
education till class XII, an anon-
ymous donor came forward to
fund his education when he
made it to NID. He was also
trained by city-based designer
Bhanvar Rathore for the en-

“I did not have the means to

-educate Sanjay; I could just pro-

vide him a roof. When he be-
comes a man, he will buy us a
house,” says Dineshbhai.
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