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Who We Are  

 

Founded in 2001, our mission: 

ωImproving education for children and young adults in rural 
China 

ωPromoting information literacy via school and community 
libraries 

ωServing as a bridge between China and the world in joint 
efforts to better rural education 

 

 

 



What We Do  

 

ωThe Library Information Literacy Program focuses on 
developing rural school and community libraries. 

ωThe Scholarship Program sponsors promising but 
financially disadvantaged students. 

ωThe Teacher Development Program builds the skills, 
abilities and knowledge of educators and librarians 
through workshops, conferences, and study tours. 

 

 

 

http://www.evergreeneducation.org/submenu16.php?topics=library
http://www.evergreeneducation.org/submenu16.php?topics=scholarship
http://www.evergreeneducation.org/submenu16.php?topics=training


 

Program:  
Library Information Literacy 



Why Information Literacy 
 

 

ωA must for any 21st century learner to inquire, apply, 
create and share knowledge, participate in society, and 
pursue personal growth 

ωBasis for education in humanity, livelihood, health, 
citizenship, finance, and other areas that are needed to 
promote new rural development 

ωKey to educational equity, social equity and balanced 
development 

ωHelps transform the rural population into  effective 
lifelong learners 

 

 

 



ωInformation Service: Equal ς Open ς Inclusive ς Personalized 

ωBest venue and vehicle to promote information literacy 

ωPublic library: cultural & information center of community 

ωSchool library: teaching & learning center for teachers and 
students 

 

 

Why Library? 



Library Information Literacy Program 
 

 

Evergreen helps develop rural libraries through: 

ωBuilding the library collection profile that fits the 
community 

ωAutomating the library circulation and management 

ωProviding innovative library services  

 

 

 



Evergreen Partner Libraries 
 

 

We have assisted 54 rural libraries from 9 provinces/areas: 

 

 ÅQinghai  

ÅGansu  

ÅShaanxi  

ÅJiangSu  

ÅYunnan Ԑ  

ÅGuizhou  

ÅBeijing ֤ 

ÅShanxi  

ÅGuangxi  



Evergreen Library Clusters 
 

 

A library cluster = 1 central library + multiple satellite libraries 

 

 



Innovating Library  
Information Literacy Services 

 

 

ωSmall projects: performed within one library, locally 
initiated 

ωExtended projects: conducted using collaboration between 
libraries in one region 

ωInitiatives: prevalent, pressing, strategically important 
ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǎ 9ǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

 

 

 



Emphasizes: 

1. Solving authentic problems 
significant to the local community 

2. Engaging students with dynamic and 
challenging learning environment 

3. Encouraging students to develop 
habits of academically disciplined 
minds 

Serving Teachers & Students: 
Inquiry-based Learning 

Soil analysis for fertilization, Tongwei, Gansu 

Soil analysis for fertilization, 
Tongwei, Gansu 



4. Studying proactively through 
observation, interview, experiment 

5. Getting connected with experts 

6. Using digital technologies in the 
work 

7. Deploying agile process with 
prompt assessment and 
improvement 

8. Adding value to community 

© Galileo Educational Network, http://galileo.org 

 

Serving Teachers & Students : 
Inquiry-based Learning 

Tin embroidery oral history, Guizhou 

Collecting Dong Folklore, Guizhou 



Serving the Community: Culture & 
Information & Education Center 

Village story time by grassroots library, Guangxi School library bringing technology to farmers,, Qinghai 

School library surveying biogas use, Yunnan 
Local ballad teaching by community library, Gansu 



 

Initiative 1:  
Oral History and  

Local Cultural Studies 



Walking horse culture in a Northwestern Tibetan Autonomous County 

Walking Horse Culture Oral History 



Tin embroidery culture in a Miao community, Guizhou 

Tin Embroidery Culture Oral History 



ñHistory Around Usò School Oral History 

ÅHistorical knowledge 
ÅHabits of mind 
ÅResearch & interview & 

writing skills 
Å Intergeneration education 

ÅStudent interviews 
family or 
community elderly 

ÅTrain students in non-
fiction historical writing 

Family and Community Oral History 

www.gsjb.com 

Community labor  in Great Leap 
Forward, Tongwei, Gansu 

Student interviewing Grandma, Tongwei, Gansu 

Folk house, Tongwei, Gansu 



 

Initiative 2:  
Science in the Library 



Students studying local freshwater jellyfish, Guizhou 

Studying Local Creatures 



 Students analyzing soil samples from different villages, Gansu 

Soil Analysis for Fertilization 



 Students studying water samples of local river, Gansu 

Studying Water Quality 



Students experimenting with solar lamp learning kit   

Making Solar Lamps 


