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Project:  Helping 6,000 Displaced Pakistan Families

· Who are your beneficiaries: Approximately 70,000 displaced (5660 families) from Bajaur Province. 
· How are you benefiting them: Ensuring nearly 6,000 families struggling in refugee camps have access to lifesaving health services.

· Where is the project located: In the 6 Refugee Camps of Lower Dir, Pakistan
ii) Project Summary 

Military operations violence in Bajaur Agency have forced the largest internal displacement of people as a result of military action in Pakistan’s history – nearly 400,000 people have fled to camps and struggle to survive until return is safely guaranteed. RI is committed to support the essential health needs of women, children, and families who have been displaced by severe violence into now 6 burgeoning camps in Lower Dir, Pakistan. Emergency medicine support will ensure that the poor living conditions and stress associated with surviving camp life are counteracted with quality emergency health services. RI’s priority is to ensure that children under five and pregnant and nursing women – the most vulnerable groups affected by disease and mortality – receive comprehensive maternal and child health services. RI is also focused on the immediate and long-term health education of beneficiaries, which includes extensive public health campaigns and facilitation of local health committees to serve as advocates. 

iii) Project Need and Beneficiaries 

There are 80,000 people living in 22 camps in Lower Dir. Approximately 40,000 of people in need are women of which 4,000 are pregnant or nursing babies. The health and welfare of the population is in danger: women in the camps are reporting reduced breastfeeding, 86 per cent of men and women report little or no access to clean water and soap so critical to ensure disease is not spread, measles and other diseases are on the rise, 72 per cent are without food supplies, and 76 percent of the camps residents have experienced incidence of mental trauma.

iv) Project Activities 

RI will develop health interventions in line with government strategies so they are supported and accepted widely – ensuring full delivery to include: (1) Support and training for basic health team staffing and service delivery with emphasis on maternal and child health; (2) supply of essential medicines and supplies; (3) Mobile referral services between camps and secondary hospitals for severe cases; (4)  Facilitation of a community health committee, one in each camp, that will receive training from RI on serving as health advocates and ambassadors ensuring vulnerable groups know about and have support to access health care and that health education messages are culturally appropriate; (5) Health education campaigns among children, mothers, fathers, and family groups to promote safe behaviors, hygiene, and awareness of seeking early care.

vi) Potential Long-Term Impact 
Daily medical services will immediately increase access to lifesaving and essential healthcare for families, and especially those most in need: children under five and pregnant women. Decreasing suffering for basic primary health needs now will ensure that the displaced people of Bajaur do not suffer from health needs that, if unmet, could deteriorate and cause widespread poor health and death. Appropriate and prompt mobile referral services will assist to save lives for emergency cases. Long term impacts will be the goal, by reducing suffering in the present to ensure well being in the future. Most importantly, the health advocacy committees and education campaigns create awareness, knowledge, and action among the beneficiary population that can be carried home and serve as part of the sustainability of health – particularly mother and child health – long after this crisis is over. 

vii) Project Message 
“Primary health care service delivery is a crucial and vital component for all of us, but it becomes an absolute lifesaving intervention in an emergency when large populations are physically displaced and they lose their good living conditions. The simple assurance that RI can provide with your help will immediately reduce suffering and give 6,000 families dignity and ensure they can return home healthy.” Quoted by Maria Tsvetkova, Country Director for Relief International.
Saving Lives, Sustaining Livelihoods
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