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GENERAL PURPOSE 

The general Purpose of this project is to provide rescued street children with the basic needs of shelter, food, protection and education.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Grandsons of Abraham Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre is a registered Charity under the Laws of Kenya with Reg. no. 0049. The Charity gives a home to, and cares for children rescued from the streets of Mombasa irrespective of their gender, background or religious differences.  The priority of the Charity is to take care of humanity by providing a safe and secure environment and caring for the most defenseless and vulnerable of human beings - children.

Grandsons of Abraham was started in 1995 by the Marynoll Missionaries from the United States of America.  The organisation was started with the aim of freeing the town of Mombasa of street children, rehabilitating them and reintegrating them back into the society.  The Missionaries worked on the streets of Mombasa and were able to rescue, rehabilitate and re-unite a number of children with their families. 

In 2001 the Maryknoll missionaries handed over the project to the Sisters of St. Joseph, Mombasa who are a congregation of indigenous missionaries.  Since then the Sisters of St. Joseph have worked hard to ensure street children in Mombasa, the coastal city of Kenya, receive a dignified livelihood.  The Sisters continue to rescue, rehabilitate and facilitate reintegration of the rescued children into the society.  
Mombasa is a tourist city with beautiful white beaches.  However, it is also home to about 200,000 street children.  The city is on the spotlight as a hub for child trafficking, serving as a transit, destination and origin of trafficked children.  Many children find themselves on the streets of Mombasa from all parts of the country due to poverty and lack of access to education and a safe environment. 

Children on the streets are extremely vulnerable and are easy prey to sexual predators and drug and human traffickers.  They are easily exploited and can join criminal gangs and turn into a security hazard themselves.  These children have no possibility of attending school or even accessing health and other services that are a right to all children.
PROJECT LOCATION

Grandsons of Abraham Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre has two branches; one is located at Mikindani Location, Mombasa County and the other one in Kikambala area of Kilifi County, both in the coastal region of Kenya. The Mikindani branch is a dropping Centre for the children who are fresh from the streets.  All children rescued from the streets are directed to this centre.  It is here that the children are guided, counseled and given medical attention before they are transferred to Kikambala for continuous Counseling, formal Education, talent development and reintegration into the society.

VISION

The vision of Grandsons of Abraham rescue and rehabilitation Centre is to promote a morally conscious and socially responsible society free of street children.

MISSION

We partner with the community in the rescue, rehabilitation and re-union of street children with their families.
OBJECTIVES

· To rescue, rehabilitate and re-unite street children with their families.

· Provide education and basic needs for the growth and survival of rescued children

· Build the capacity of former street children for self dependence and personal development.

· Ensure the children grow in a conducive environment as well as enable them actively participate and contribute to building the communities into which they get integrated.

· Provide family like and emotional support needed for the wellbeing of marginalized children

· To lobby and advocate for pro-child reforms and policies that serve the best interest of the child.
MAIN PROBLEM

This project seeks to address three main problems regarding the street children that have been rescued and are sheltered at the centre.  One, we intend to provide a safe and secure environment free from abuse and neglect; two, feed the children; and, three, provide education and life skills to the rescued children.

(i) Food

Food is a basic need.  However it is not an assured item to many children that loiter the streets of Mombasa.  Lack of food at home is, is sometimes the reason why some children from poor families end up in the streets.   They leave home with the hope of finding work which may enable them earn some money for their own food and be able to help their families.  However, the very act of leaving home means that many of them then drop out of school and are not able to find a job since they are still underage and do not possess the skills and knowledge for professional work.  Hence they end up in the streets.  Some of the children travel long distances to get to Mombasa where they think there would be opportunities for work and earning.  Their dreams get shuttered while in Mombasa and not able to make enough money to travel back home, they end up on the streets.  

Feeding the children is not a small task.  The Center depends on well wishers and donations for this purpose. 

(ii) Schooling

Education is both a need and a right for all children.  However, access to education is not assured for children in the streets.  Fortunately, rescued children that are sheltered by Grandsons of Abraham Centre have an opportunity to attend school while at the centre, alongside other normal children.  During this time the Centre staff work hard to trace and reunite the children with their families.  However, it is not all children that find their families and get reintegrated into the society.  The challenge arises after completing the primary education and the children have to move on to the next level of secondary schooling.  Since public secondary schools are not free, the Centre sources for funds to keep these children in school. This is a huge responsibility and the we appreciate all the support we can get so as to keep the children in school and give them an opportunity to achieve their dreams and to become independent and reliable members of the society.

(iii) Safe and secure environment

To ensure their safety, children are placed in the hands of adult professionals in education, guidance and counseling and child maintenance.  This team works tirelessly to give these young people hope in life as well as give them all the support they need to grow into responsible citizens capable of positively participating in their own development and to sustain their own families.
Strategies 

1. Work in the streets 

2. Rescue children from the streets

3. Keep children in a dropping centre

4. Guidance and counseling services for rescued children
5. Offer Health Services to the children

6. Provision of a safe and secure shelter 

7. Provide Education

8. Feeding with nutritional meals
9. Grow fruits, vegetables and other crops to be used by the children

10. Keep cows, sheep, goats and chickens for meat, milk and eggs to be used by the children
11. Trace children’s homes and unite them with their families
12. Collaboration with local communities
13. Workshops and seminars on safeguarding young people.
14. Collaboration with government organizations (e.g. The children department)

15. Networking with other organizations

16. Lobbying and advocacy for children rights

FINALLY,
As we give hope to the children of Mombasa, we thank all the people who continuously support our efforts to create a safe and conducive living environment for the children.  We value your support which will have a huge impact on the lives of, not only the children and families directly benefitting from the project, but also Mombasa in general which has seen the increase in crime, drug trafficking and trafficking in children.  Keeping children out of the streets means keeping them out of danger and giving them a better quality of life, as well as creating a more humane, safe and peaceful society.

1

