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Introduction:

This project has main purpose of alleviating poverty and promoting inclusion amongst young people living with physical disabilities in Sierra Leone.  Working in partnership with ProLink Ghana, Tools for Self Reliance proposes to provide vocational tools and training, and micro-entrepreneurial skills training to 100 young women with physical disabilities. The combination of material tools, technical and micro-entrepreneurial training will empower participants with the material technical proficiency to earn an independent sustainable livelihood. 
Project Rationale:

ProLink is a non – denominational, non-governmental organisation, with a proven track record in implementing community development and refugee assistance for people living with physical disabilities in Ghana.  Their experience and dedication towards the economic empowerment of people living with disabilities puts them in an ideal position to partner with Tools for Self Reliance in implementing this project. 
Across Ghana, over 1% of individuals live with some sort of physical disability.  Due to the tabooed perception of people living with disabilities that is prevalent in Ghana and indeed over the majority of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, people with any kind of disability suffer widespread marginalisation – which results in poor economic and livelihood opportunities.  School enrolment amongst people with disabilities stands at a lowly estimate of 5-10%, while up to 80% of adults living with disabilities are unemployed – reducing their livelihood opportunities to the sole option of begging – as often they are unable to perform even the most menial of manual labour tasks. This project aims to help change the negative connotations associated with disability and alleviate the poverty prevalent of people with disabilities by providing them with viable, respected skills which can be used to earn a decent livelihood. 
Project Description
This project will be implemented over the course of 1 year and will be located in the Hohoi Ghana.  Using informal grassroots organisations which provide opportunities for people with disabilities, known locally as Disability Service Organisations (DSOs), 100 potential project participants have been identified in 17 communities across the two districts.  Because of their close proximity and relationship to the potential participants across the 17 communities, the DSOs will host the vocational and micro-entrepreneurial training – under the supervision of Tools for Self Reliance and ProLink.  To ensure that the DSOs carry out the training to an acceptable standard, all DSO trainers will receive refresher training by project staff.  The 100 participants will be trained in the following vocations: tailoring and dressmaking, carpentry, weaving, blacksmithing, and mobile phone repair.  Before the commencement of the vocational and micro-entrepreneurial skills training, participants will engage in a participatory learning course aimed at improving basic literacy and numeracy skills.  This will allow them to take full advantage of the information delivered within the project.  Within the vocational component, participants will be taught proper care and maintenance for their tools, efficient production methods and modern product design.  Within the micro-entrepreneurial skills component, participants will receive training in the specific skill sets of record keeping, profit and loss calculations, proper costing and pricing methods, and basic marketing and product placement. The vocational and micro-entrepreneurial skills training will last for a total period of 8 months.  In addition once a week, participants will receive an education in relevant life skills including good sexual and reproductive health practice and equality rights under Ghanaian law.   Upon completion of training, the 100 participants will form groups of 5 – 10 individuals, and return to their various communities.  Each group will serve as a small business from where they will use their collective vocational and micro-entrepreneurial skill to earn a livelihood.  Each group will receive a kit of tools from Tools for Self Reliance as a form of initial capital investment in their livelihood opportunity.  For the next 10 weeks, participant groups will undergo a supervisory period monitored by ProLink.  During this period, participants will be able to incorporate the knowledge and skills gained through the project into their daily work practices under the mentorship of ProLink project staff, to help ensure that they are running their business profitably and sustainably. 
Project Objectives: 

· To promote economic opportunities amongst youth with physical disabilities by providing skills training which will allow them to earn a sustainable, viable livelihood

· To promote a feeling of worth and economic usefulness amongst 100 marginalised youths with disabilities 

· To foster the knowledge amongst communities that physical disability should not be a barrier to economic opportunities. 

· To provide young people living with disabilities with relevant life skills knowledge including such as good reproductive and sexual health practice and non –discriminatory practices with reference to gender or disability.  

Monitoring and Evaluation
This project will be jointly monitored by Tools for Self Reliance and Prolink. Over the course of the year, ProLink will follow up on participants’ progress and in consultation with Tools for Self Reliance make changes if and where necessary.  All progress and financial information will be compiled into quarterly progress reports and disseminated to all relevant parties.  At the end of 12 months, Tools for Self Reliance will undertake an evaluation visit, and using a participatory approach determine the project’s final impact. 

