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PROJECT – 1

Introduction:

We are introducing a New project on Women Domestic Workers.

National Domestic Workers Movement progresses. Today  as  Domestic Workers are getting more empowered and exercising great confidence to stand up for dignity, Rights  and justice. 

Domestic Workers of the Movement feel a strong sense of security, knowing that the Movement has recognition. 

Today Domestic workers are taken seriously by government bodies and especially the Labour Ministry in different States of India. 

Presently the status of the  NDWM has 30 offices in more than 22 states in India  and we operate in 28 languages. 
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In the media, we discover the atrocities inflicted on Domestic Workers and are reported more frequently in the news. 

This indicates that the awareness and recognition of this injustice is surely present and is of interest to society. Campaigns, rallies and dharnas are organized with Domestic Workers to get them included in the Unorganized Workers Bill. 

· The PIL on the same has been passed by the Supreme Court.

· Minimum Wage Act for Domestic Workers is  moving in many states. 

· In Maharashtra, signature campaigns have been obtained from 60 Corporators. 

On going Activities of the Movement

·
Minimum Wage Act in 8 states that have preliminary notification.

·
Unorganized Labour Bill.

·
Social Welfare for Domestic Workers

·
Training and capacity building of Domestic Workers

·
Participation of Domestic Workers

·
Giving awareness to the Right to information and rationing issues. 

We would highlight some of the Achievements in the Work for the 

Cause of Domestic workers in the different states of India.

1. Maharashtra: A signature campaign was started to prompt the government to   promote the Labour Bill in favour of Domestic Workers. Signatures from 6000 Domestic Workers were received. The team had successful meetings with at least 80 corporators. Group leaders have approached police stations 

for justice. The office at Thane was inaugurated with a membership of 7000 Domestic Worker and 80 group leaders. Committees were formed 

Among them, such as health committees, grievance committee and these have proven to work well, giving Domestic Workers the confidence and strength to handle their problems. 

This Year the Following demands were put forward to the government: in the state of Maharashtra:  

·
Domestic work should be brought under the Minimum Wages Act and minimum wages should be fixed for this profession.

·
The government should constitute State Welfare Board to register and to    provide Social Security Schemes to the domestic workers.

·
Provide Identity Cards to the domestic workers.

·
Provide social security schemes (old age pension scheme, medical benefit  scheme, maternity benefit scheme, etc) for the domestic workers.

·
Allocate provision in the budget for the social security and welfare of the domestic workers.

·
Organisations, Movements and Unions which are working for the rights for the domestic workers should be given representation in the welfare board.

·

Government should have control over the Board:

·
The ban on employment of children in domestic work should be effectively implemented. 

2. Tamil Nadu: A significant achievement was the 3 rd Convention for Domestic Workers held on March  21 – 22nd -  2007. Ministers and MLAs had also participated in the Convention. Following this the notification of the Minimum Wage Act for the Domestic Workers in the State was passed on May 9th 

19th January a separate welfare board was established for Domestic Workers. The Movement appeared on Cable TV to inform the public of the  situation of Domestic Workers. With regard to the Social Security board was established for Domestic Workers. With regard to the Social Security Bill, the issue of age - the BPL and APL (Below/ Above Poverty Line) status were highlighted. 12000 Domestic Workers signed the signature campaign held to this effect. 

3. Delhi: The Unorganized Sector Social Security Bill with the inclusion of Domestic Workers has been submitted to the Labour Minister. To this effect, the Delhi office had been invited to highlight the situation of Domestic Workers. They were also consulted on the formulation of Rules and Regulations to control placement agencies. 

4. Karnataka: The Karnataka government had initiated the Social Security Scheme for Domestic Workers, however with the crisis in the government work is still pending. Successful training programmes have been conducted for domestic Workers and they in turn are willing to be empowered.

Domestic Workers are included in the welfare board. 

5. Kerala: State Level Leadership evolving /Advocacy and Professionalizing domestic work.

6. Meghalaya: Ration card under AMI for domestic workers.

The above achievements specified are a progress in some states of India.

A brief note on the Unorganized Workers Bill will help build a social security system for the unorganized workers and binds the Central Government to provide a minimum amount of benefits and funds. It will give them an identify and categorize all types of workers not only those who have a fixed employer and include self-employed, casual, contract and home based etc. it will offer a variety of social security benefits.

Conclusion: The NDWM has come a long way and the process has contributed to giving hope to Domestic Workers. 

The co-operation and solidarity of Domestic Workers is the strength of the Movement to continue the struggle of transforming the perceptions domestic work in Indian society. 

It will bring about recognition and respect for the lab our and the laborer. Once recognition is established then justice will be served and rights will be established.  
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