Marine Deserts
Overfishing and empty nets becoming a worldwide phenomenon, especially so in the Third World where the pressure on all resources is enormous.

The marine environment is no exception.

Along with the Kenya coast fishermen and aquarium Fish collectors have cleaned out most of the reef fish in almost every location.

The only locations left with small populations of reef fish the marine parks, but they are very small in the area, poached regularly, and under extreme threat.

Our coastline is becoming a marine desert!

The El Niño event of 1998 inflicted considerable damage to our reefs resulting in the bleaching of a lot of coral.

We have considerably more aggressive wave action from each increasingly violent weather which is pounding our weakened reefs harder than ever.  This increased wave action on our reefs is generating sand at an unprecedented rate.  This sand is filling up all the coral rock pools, and these areas are being replaced by sea grasses.

The effect on our marine reef fish populations of overfishing and the increase in the sand and sea grass areas is now very apparent.

The indigenous fishing groups who have relied on the stocks of reef fish for their livelihood both in terms of their own consumption and for sale to the local markets, mainly the tourist hotels, are suffering, and this degree of suffering can only increase and less urgent new methods are implemented to turn the situation around.
We intend to build new artificial reefs and then dedicate reefs to specific fishing groups on the understanding that they no longer poach the marine parks or plunder the marine reserves.  We are pioneering a whole new method of building artificial reefs which we hope will replace lost coral pools, whilst also providing a new habitat for reef fish and marine organisms to populate.

We have engaged with the Kanamai fishing group as our first target community to begin this pioneering process, to teach them how to build this new style of artificial reef, and then how to manage it to be continuously productive in the long-term.

This process should provide relief to the rest of the marine environment to begin recovering from the severe deprivations and degradation of weather and overfishing.

