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102007, after completing my
bachelor of arts in education
with a research on female
education in LERE LGA, | saw
the need of young ladies for

-~
mentoring, teaching and
guidance, as many of them are facing academic,
economic and moral illness. Through my
interviews, observations, and interactions, |
discovered that there is still a long way to go to
form mentalities with a complete attitudinal
change which | visualized it against the backdrop
of the sorry state of our girls. These are girls with
insufficient socio-moral, academic and economic
stability who see |t best in resting their life on
fashion, civilization and identity.

Realizing that when an offer is made to do
anything wrong, girls of such habits go to
anylenght regardless of their need in life which
result to them, 2 harsh and unbearable situations
that stand their future being and that of their
parent and community. And considering such
cases and need, coupled with my experience that
gave me the passion for girls and their education.
Inas much as | have the mind to serve God in my
own capacity, | thereby stepped out by faith and
came on board with a prerogative through an
effective educational agenda called, GIRLS
EDUCATION MISSION INTERNATIONAL
(GEM INT'L), to explore all avenues to do the
mandate, One of my first endeavors was that of
organizing weekly discipleship for the girls in
luwuna, and enlightenment seminars for parents
inthe communities around.

Like the journey of a hundred miles that
begins with a step. So GEM INT'L began. Today
the Lord is blessing this program and it has grown
to have influenced the live of number of girls
through various practical applications. The great
challenge with GEM INT'L is lack of people who.
will be willing to give their time, energy or
resources for the advancement of these young
girls. So | call on everyone who believes in what
we are doing and s willing to support the work of

- GEM INTL either financially, materially or
volunteer his or her time to work with the team.
EM INT'Listhe'( place toinvest.

GEM"IN;

March 2011: A PUBLICATION OF GIRLS EDUCATION =~
MISSION INTERNATIONAL SAMINAKA CHAPTER KADUNA STATE

Like no other time in history, females are looking for real answers to education question.
As research shown that many of them in LERE LGA most especially from the rural areas
are non-challant to formal education. So they become contented with the traditional
way of living as they do not realize the significant of education for their lives. This writing
is aimed at exploring the condition of girls in aspect of education as a major challenge of
educational inadequacies in general as in LERE. The ultimate hope is that this writing will
address, advice and help readers, students, parents, teachers, girls, educational bodies
and the general public to become more thoughtful in their policies and dealings with
educational problems on the approach towards effective female —child education
program.

Itis discovered that, there are far more females than males in primary schools while in
secondary schools, the proportion of females is varying small. It is real that when one
walks into a classroom and glance through the attendant register, in most cases, one
observes that male enrolment far exceeds the female counterparts. This is obvious that
there must be an explanation for this pattern. It has proved that many of the girls in
primary school leave before they have completed the primary course while those in
junior secondary schools leave before completing their senior examination.

The gathered major reasons for females unfinished education includes: male
dominance; discouragement; financial orientation; parental responsibilities;
environmental factor; pre- marital sex and early marriage; sex-stereotyped; lack of
interest; cultural and religious prejudice; teachers' behaviors etc. These are said to have
effects on the girls, parents and the society at large. Nonetheless, the modern industrial
society has begun to effect changes on these old traditional fashioned attitudes. As
education has proven the abilities of women in diverse walks of life. Some wormen in
LERE today, have successfully attended colleges and Universities and begin to play their

part in industry, commerce
and public administration.
These women are said to have
demonstrated the usefulness
of female education outside
home and are contributing
much to their families'
financial needs. . Thus, it is
indisputable that no one who
seeks to understand the
condition of women from the
past to present can afford to
ignore the impact and
influence of their role upon
national and human
development. Therefore, the
necessity of education to
modernity in girls'
development as they exist in
any given environment is
vitally a common word which
every girl should endeavor to
acquire for appropriately
meeting the value of the
society which she lived.

From the above context, |
we have to admit that females |
need to be well educatedin

order to contribute more effectively. More so, as their
problems seem more of relevant contemporary social
issue, the implementation of social justice should be
the most important suitable and effective principle in
dealing and correcting the social illness confronting
them. With this in mind, it is imperative to redress the
academic, occupational and social imbalance between
females and males in LERE LGA as follows: A.
Education and awareness should be provided for
parents and the communities on the necessity and
significance of educating girls. B. Female students in
secondary schools should be motivated with
scholarship award. C Literacy Education should be
encouraged financially.
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{ D. Job opportunities should reach females. E. School curriculum should be diversified to meet the females' needs. F. Girls should determine
~ to persevere and never give up at any difficult situation. G. Parents should give girls ethical reorientation. H. The males should give the
 Females as far as possible dignity, respect, sense of importantand personal worth... In order to achieve allthese, the girls, parents, teachers,

government and non-governmental educational bodies, public administrators, organizations, individuals, communities and religious
 leaders must be willing to take the responsibilities. GEM INT'L is one of the vehicles for sustainability in meeting the economic, academic
- and moral need of young these young ladies.

~ Gew Int'l: The Journey So Far,
OVERVIEW

Girls Education Mission International (GEM INT'L) was dreamt and begun by former miss Keturah Ya'u Giwa now Mrs. Keturah $.D
Shammah in 2007. It started in Luwuna of LERE LGA, Kaduna State. It's an organization that serves an environment for Girls to live
~ their God ordain life and dream. The challenge we embraced is to encourage academic excellence, economic empowerment and =
: ethical reorientation among girls. We envision that girls become socially stable, morally dependable, physically and mentally alert,
= intellectually honest, academically excellent, economically efficient, culturally adjusted, and theologically oriented. GEM INT'L has the =
. singular goal of equipping girls with relevant knowledge and practical skills that will enable thern become women of integrity, vision and
function; Thus our motto: “To be willing, equipped and available....™
& Our philosophy which was drawn from the meaning of the word GEM, “Precious stone.... polished to be used”, gave us the vision
and principle of driving a suitable program for investing on young ladies through an integrated educational project. The primary thrust
of GEM INT'Lintegrated approach is a sequential intervention of increasing the boarder of education in the following ways: |. Provide
education and awareness to parents and general public on the contribution and necessity of educating female children. 2. Provide
scholarship and material support to the giris towards active commitment and dedication to academics. 3. Provide skill acquisition
training for girls. 4. Mobilize, train, and provide resources to interested individuals or groups that will indicate interest to support the
work of GEM INT'L. 5. Provide ethical reorientation through discipleship and leadership trainings to the girls. 6. Publish relevant
materials. 7. Provide literacy education for girls and interested women.

 ACTIVITIES

History in GEM INT'L is always in making. The organization is growing; Through God's leadership we were able to carry out the
following programs:
. Ethical Reorientation: Our discipleship program has ever since begun. Every Sunday a handful of our girls (beneficiaries) gather
together for time of delving deeper into how to become a woman of integrity, vision and function. The hopeis asthey become trained,
they willin turn become equipped to disciple others. As our motto: “To be willing, equipped and available...”. These meetings thus far
have really enriched our understanding of what it means to first and foremost be an example to others as well as strengthened the unity
amongst the girls. One girl said “Through these teachings, | learnt the strategy of living an examplary life. Now | can resist peer
~ pressures amicably”. Beside this, the organization had organized a life orientation retreat which took place in Jos on 15°- 18" April
2010, The attendance was about 50 girls from different places. The activities that featured the program were teaching, interactions
and counseling. Number of girls made commitments, life - changing decisions and dedications. However, the program ended in
Luwuna Saminaka with presentations of gifts in respect to one of our girls who got married. Challenges: It is difficult to touch base with
all the girls as many are in school or live far distance from our discipleship centers. We are looking into how we can better reach all the
girls. One of the ways we intend to do is to establish more disciple centers and recruit more volunteer staff that can run the centers
effectively. Inadequate ethical reorientation and appropriate policy on marriage is unbearable among the parents. Our prayer is for
God to reveal himself to parentsand the girls even as we do our mandate.
2. Enlightenment: The organization was able to create awareness and conduct a seminar s well. Our first enlightenment seminar was
on 6" January 2008 in Luwuna Saminaka of Kaduna state. There, we helped the parents understand the choice of what we want our
daughters to become in life, starting from their childhood so that their future will not be rested on fashion, civilization and identity but ,
in the hands of God. The girls were also challenged on how they can change history in this corrupt generation. Also, under the 0
leadership of Rev. Ado Umar, we were at ECWA Goodnews Dadin Kowa Jos on ... for awareness. We thank them for believing in
our vision. Challenges; We are still not yet known and understood by individuals, churches, schools, communities and other
organizations. We're praying for God's sense of direction to places where our vision can be understood, accepted and supported.
4, Empowerment Camp: After sponsoring few of our girls to other camps, the organization decided to organize its own camp to allow
more girls participate. The camp was held on 25* -29™ August 2010 at LEA Primary School Luwuna Saminaka with attendance of 26
girls from different places. Drawn from our motto was the theme “Willing to work hard to achieve great things”. The result of the skill
acquisition was exciting as the girls learnt the following different handwork: Sawing. 5 girls, Hair dressing 4 girls, Baking |3 girls, and
knitting 4 girls. There were salvations, life-changing decisions, commitments and dedications. One girl during testimony hour said “I
a stubborn and lazy girl in our house; but as | am standing, | can see these spirits running away. | can't wait to go home and
orking girl”. Another said *Anything business was a taboo to me, but having received business orientation
iness of making bread. However, | promise we will no longer buy bread in our house but | will be making it

all. Challenges: Organizing a camp like this is
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5. Care and Support: So far, GEM INT'L was able to promote the welfare of some girls by rendering the following support: A. Number of
girks received material support (wears writing materials and lots more). B. |0 girls sofar were strategically selected and sponsored by Rene'
Marshall to ECWA Camp Youth Alive with each enjoying a 6,700. B. Few girls received small amount of money as scholarship award. C. |
Unmarried teenager but amother of 2 kids has been on home — based care. While | girl received kitchen utensils as she goes for marriage.
Challenges; as the organization grows, so the financial and material demands increase. We call on individuals and groups to financially or
materially support thework of GEM INT'L in order toallow more girls benefit.

6. Staff/Personnel: After much prayer for helping hands, scout for mission minded persons to help boost the organization. We thanked God
for providing laborers for this work and for the extra blessing of unity of mind and spirit. Today we have number of men and women who
have volunteered themselves to serve GEM INT'L at different capacities. We still need more of them. Challenges: The staff need to be
trained. We pray for guidance as we plan for staff training so that the work can continue more effectively.

7. Registration: What joy to write concerning the incorporation of the GEM INT'L with the corporate affairs commission (CAC), Abuja.
Sometimes last year, we saw the urgent need of registering our program with the federal government of Nigeria for legal operation and
acceptance. We applied the name for approval as Girls Education Mission Africa (GEM Africa) but the suffix ‘Africa' was rejected. Having re-
applied for Girls Education Mission International (GEM INT'L), the name approved. Challenges: The registration process is now 85%¢done.
We trust God for more favor in the side of the CAC even as the challenges increase.

- GEM INT'L LITERACY
ACADEMY LUWUNA

CENTRE

" Late December last year GEM INT'L saw
‘the need of given a free literacy
education for the girls and interested

men: we teach the ladies so that they

ill be able to read, write and

! ‘effectively. The Literacy
des an excellent brigade

INT'L to positively influence the
ls and women.

ting point of the training,

s and teachers were

o value and uphold the

of intrinsic motivation.

that the students have
elves into learning, they
motivated in the class

SKILLS AT CAMP

THE GIRLS
LEARNING

room, they have made the most opportunity that they have
offered and are beginning to paint the goals that they aspire
to. Today their reading, writing and spoken ability is more
sound, creative and innovative. One of the students said “/
thank God for GEM INT'L Literacy Academy. There, | learnt how
to read, write and speak inEnglish of which | cannot not identify an
alphabet before”. GEM INTL together with the professional
teachers and the students themselves has helped made this a
reality. The teachers at the Literacy Academy had taken an action
to help the students achieve a life -long learning. Thanks therefore
to the them for their continued excellence and dedication. It is
their professionalism and motivation in the class room that helped
created a bright session with embraced opportunities to the
students. Also congratulation to the students for this privi lege.

It is very encouraging, the students confess that they have find
the literacy training enriching their personal lives. Beside
providing skills and knowledge, number of them highlighted that
the literacy training has helped opened their minds in taken in new
ideas and making decisions. While some said, it is useful for
communication and projecting themselves.
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 Some Gem Int’l Girls

| with Keturah Rene’
& Reborn at
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GEM INT'L expresses a gratitude to the Trustees who agreed to be the Board in order to

make concerted effort in making the organization much more stronger. Thanks also to

Rene' Marshall whom through Shammah David Samuel in 2008\2009 she sponsored about 10

of our girls to ECWA Camp Youth Alive with each enjoying 7,600. Her service will ever be

remembered. Particularly, thanks go to our proud sponsors who have not only prayed and

- - give their time to GEM INT'L, but they have sacrificed so many of their resources to make

sure the organization has arrived. The progress of this organization has never been possible without their support.. Atribute

here to them, REV. \MRS YA'U GIWA. They have been and are the makers of this organization achievement. The idea of

establishing GEM INT'L Literacy Academy is the brain child of Mama Martha Y. Giwa who has been coordinating and sustaining

the affairs of GEMINT'Lin Saminakaarea. Together with her husband and children agreed to sponsor the GEM INT'L Literacy

Academy so that even the mothers of our girls who want to be out of ignorance can enjoy the training free of charge. Thus to

them all we say “well done and God bless”. And to many men and women especially our volunteer staff who has labored in

this organization also we say “thank you all”, We look forward having concern people who will be moved to join the train in
order toshare the blessing the above persons enjoyed.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT

a. Invite us come to your school, church, or community to share our vision.
Accept our vision and programs and mobilize girls to participate.
Liaise with us for information, resources, updates and feedback on the progress of the girls and work of GEM INT'L.
Volunteer yourself to join the team/staff and work with us.
Support us financially, materially or whatever you want to give.
Give your time to praying for success and progress of GEM INT'L.

OUR MAJOR NEEDS

One of the key priororities of GEM INT'L is to give advance skillacquisition training to the girls. Inorder to achieve that, we
need your financial or material support.

Below s a list of our needs for the moment. We shall however be grateful whichever you feel led to support from the
following items; Sawing machines, Computers, dryers, knitting machine, Baking pans and ovens, generator etc. We also
need items for making tie and die, beads, soap, pomade and hat. We are committed to financial transparency and
accountability to our donors. So as you are moved to donate, please let us know.

For more information about-our camp, literacy training and other programs; contact: 08034879521, 07033818410,





