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Half the Sky Foundation

BigTop Activity Center to Aid Children Affected by the Sichuan Earthquake
Half the Sky (HTS), in partnership with the Ministry of Civil Affairs, the National Center for School Crisis and Bereavement and mental health professionals at Huaxi Hospital (HH) is committed to proving help for the children of Sichuan. 
In the wake of a disaster of the magnitude of the Sichuan earthquake, there is a moment in time when the world comes together to assist those stricken. There is minute-by-minute coverage. There is a tremendous outpouring of love and concern and donations of every kind. But when the emergency passes and the media have moved on to the next story, the stricken people and towns remain. 
The help they need can’t be addressed in days or weeks or even months. Children who have suffered emotional trauma and loss are particularly vulnerable.  While they may be given new schools and new homes and, in some cases, even new families, it will be many years before they can be fully healed.
The child trauma experts at NCSB have made it clear to HTS that emotional recovery, for many children, is a long, long process.  Whatever we offer the children must go well beyond the “emotional first-aid” that is happening in Sichuan right now.  

To address the long-term needs of the children of Sichuan, HTS, MCA, NCSB and tk are working on a number of fronts, including the construction and operation of BigTop Children’s Activity Centers in Sichuan.
HTS will construct and operate 10 BigTop Children’s Activity Centers in Dujiangyuan, a small town near the epicenter of the May 12th earthquake. Dujiangyan will house approximately 100,000 refugees in prefab housing that has created instant communities.

Each BigTop Center will offer a preschool, after school counseling, art classes and other therapeutic activities for school-age children, as well as counseling and training for caregivers, teachers and parents. Each BigTop center will operate for a minimum of two years. (Budget available in an attached Excel document.)
At each BigTop, Half the Sky is hiring and training local staff – six counselor-play therapists and six teachers/trainers.
Each BigTop will serve approximately 1,000 children in a temporary community for a minimum of two years. 
HTS – Half the Sky Foundation is a global NGO whose mission is to serve orphaned children in China. In addition to its work in Sichuan, HTS sets up and operates centers located in government-run orphanages. These centers offer HTS’ four programs, which bring nurturing care to children of all ages who live in welfare institutions. HTS has been invited to be part of China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs’ challenging and gratifying “Blue Sky” project that will bring its four programs and training to every province and municipality in China in the next five years.
MCA China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs is the government agency in charge of orphan care and also disaster relief. MCA has been instrumental in propelling China to the forefront of quality care for orphans by stating that nurture is as important for orphaned children as food, clothing and shelter. In addition to its work in Sichuan, MCA has embarked on an ambitious “Blue Sky” plan to upgrade orphan care all over the country. MCA has been working with HTS for a decade to establish nurture-oriented programs for orphaned children. 
NCSB: The National Center for School Crisis and Bereavement is an NGO that was founded after the tragic Terrorist Acts of September 11, 2001. NCSB brings together a network of experts in child trauma and bereavement.  NCSB counsels organizations, governments and schools whenever large-scale disaster strikes. Its experts have helped children recover from bombings, school shootings, plane crashes, earthquakes, hurricanes and wars.  In Japan, NCSB assisted a group that set up its own national crisis and bereavement center for children of disasters.  

HH: Mental health professionals at Huaxi Hospital of Sichuan University began offering psychological support to the children of Sichuan and training of volunteers immediately after the quake. In cooperation with Half the Sky and the Ministry of Civil Affairs, the Huaxi doctors will offer ongoing training and counseling for the youngest earthquake victims for as long as is needed. 
