What is PLAY SOCCER and what does it do?

PLAY SOCCER is a nonprofit organization with a recreational program that promotes the health and social development of children and youth through community-based activities.  The sport of soccer is the foundation of the program, providing a low cost, fun activity for girls and boys, ages 5 to 14. 

Communities sustain the program, which integrates three educational components.  These components are:

(1) the rules, skills and techniques of the game of soccer,

(2) health education and life skills for physical development including disease prevention, immunizations, nutrition,

hygiene, clean water and sanitation, 

(3) social values and skills, such as leadership, teamwork, fair play, peaceful solutions, respect for others and gender equality.

Basic literacy skills are emphasized in

the activities of each of these three components.

With the assistance of national technical experts, local youth and community members are organized and trained as volunteer trainer/coaches on site by PLAY SOCCER .

 Volunteers are acknowledged for community leadership and service. 

Children, youth and communities are linked through letters and pictures in a national and international communications exchange by a common interest in soccer, developing a social network beyond the local playing field. With this communications network, PLAY SOCCER broadens knowledge, understanding, and respect for cultural diversity and gender equality through the sport of soccer. 

What are the principles of the PLAY SOCCER program and how does it operate?

PLAY SOCCER works in disadvantaged communities where recreational soccer activities are not yet organized for children, and focuses on young girls and boys because:

--early access to learning basic skills of physical and social development provides maximum lifetime benefits,

--early childhood is the optimal period to encourage learning, personal growth and openness to attitudinal change, cultural diversity and gender equality,

--community benefits and interest are multiplied through the involvement of youth and family members as volunteer trainers/coaches and role models. 

PLAY SOCCER has a voluntary 

Board of Directors.  It is a non-governmental organization without 

political or religious affiliation, and its program is free and open to all.

Each time children gather for the PLAY SOCCER sessions, the activities include the three components of the program.  Activities take place in a fun, participatory teaching and learning environment on the playing field after school and on Saturdays.  Children practice and share what they learn through soccer activities with friends, family, and volunteers so that they transfer learning into their daily lives, homes and community.

The basic program principles and framework are replicated within each national environment in order to provide a universal quality, consistency and accountability for program content and organization.  However, the international program is designed to be flexible and responsive to legal, cultural, health and other environmental conditions in each country. 

The Program Guidelines and Handbook for Volunteers, which are produced and distributed by PLAY SOCCER, provide a basic framework for the international program and its integrated content. 
The long-term vision of the PLAY SOCCER program is a network of self-sustaining community centers that include other recreational and non-formal education activities to broadly respond to local community needs. PLAY SOCCER looks for ways to work with other organizations that have complementary or overlapping programmatic expertise and services.  Its program principles promote civic cooperation in order to expand the benefits and impact of services in the community and to collaboratively maximize the efficient and effective use of resources.
How is the PLAY SOCCER program financed and what does it pay for?

PLAY SOCCER finances a “jump start” to a low cost community based program and helps it become self-sustaining.  It provides the organization, training and resources to open the program and encourages local support to develop community infrastructure and resources to sustain it. 

Each national program maintains an international PLAY SOCCER affiliation. The program is monitored and evaluated, and donors receive financial and implementation reports on a regular basis.

PLAY SOCCER seeks contributions to the program from international and local corporations, foundations, organizations and individuals.  Donors recognize the value of an investment in children and youth through a sport and community activity that promotes physical health and fundamental social values.  Contributions strengthen the social fabric of community life through a fun and recreational activity with a broad appeal to all ages and cultures.
PLAY SOCCER, a nonprofit corporation, was incorporated in the USA in 1999 in the State of New Jersey.  It has tax exempt status under the US Internal Revenue Service Code as a 501 C 3 Charitable Organization. Contributions are tax deductible as permitted by law. 

All PLAY SOCCER organizations affiliate under the umbrella of the USA Corporation, and are nonprofit under a voluntary Board of Directors. 

For further information, please contact:

   PLAY SOCCER, A Nonprofit Corporation

              PO Box 106, Princeton

             New Jersey 08542-0106 

          Telephone/fax 609-683-4941

      Email  playsocnonprofit@aol.com

         www.playsoccer-nonprofit.org

   PLAY SOCCER
                       A Nonprofit Corporation
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