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The Brandon Foundation

Construction of a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit for the Achimota Hospital

Brief

The Achimota hospital is without a neonatal intensive care unit. However, it is the desire of the maternity unit to have one in order to care for babies that are born too sick and need emergency care. In the absence of this, they refer pregnant women who are at risk of delivering pre-term before they deliver to other hospitals. In the event a baby is delivered and needs urgent care, they call an ambulance that takes time to arrive or sometimes, is not able to come due to engagements elsewhere.

The need for this project

In Ghana, about one million babies are born every year out of which around 30,000 die before reaching 30 days of life. Newborn deaths account for nearly 40% of under-five mortality in the country. Reducing newborn deaths is essential if Ghana is going to achieve its Millennium Development Goal to reduce child mortality. Too many babies in Ghana are dying in their first month of life. The most common causes of deaths are prematurity, infections and birth asphyxia. These deaths can be prevented with the right equipment and the right training.

Proposal
The Brandon Foundation suggests a neonatal intensive care unit is built and fully equipped to serve the need of this hospital. 

Cost of the project

It is estimated that the cost of construction and equipping of the neonatal intensive care unit will amount to ninety thousand US dollars ($90,000).

