Report French Red Cross – September 2020

The French Red Cross is very grateful and thankful to all supporters and donors who made the organization’s humanitarian actions possible over the last few months.  
Please find below some information about our latest activities, which were focused around the response to the Beirut explosion.

The Beirut explosion
Lebanon is still mourning the victims of the explosion that devastated the port of Beirut on 4 August, with first responders rushing to assist survivors in the midst of a deteriorating humanitarian situation.
“I see no sign of our Red Cross teams on the ground stopping as they work around the clock to help people suffering from a now triple-layered emergency of economic crisis, COVID-19 and massive explosion,” stated Hossam Elsharkawi, Regional Director of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) for the Middle East and North Africa.
At least 200 people got killed by the incident and more than 6,000 were injured, which is putting the already weakened health system and social services under further strain. In addition, the blast rippled through several neighbourhoods, causing significant damage to structures in the nearby downtown area. Over 300,000 individuals have been displaced from their homes and need urgent support. The international community has released emergency funding and support, but aid organisations are overstretched. More assistance is required to help everyone in need despite ongoing relief efforts; which is why the French Red Cross has immediately decided to support the Lebanese Red Cross.in their efforts towards the local affected populations.
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French Red Cross’s priorities to respond to this crisis
Right after the catastrophe, the Lebanese Red Cross has immediately launched a plan of actions to help the local populations and the French Red Cross has quickly decided to bring their support in their actions. 
So here is a summary of actions from the French Red Cross:
· Launch of an appeal to be able to support financially the Lebanese Red Cross and fund some local actions
· Growth of the physical presence (with more staff) in Lebanon to support them in their organizational needs
· [bookmark: _GoBack]With support from national authorities, the French Red Cross launched two deliveries mid-August: a total of 8 tonnes of relief items including personal protection equipment against COVID-19 and electric generators. Our delegation in Beirut, located just 700 meters away from the explosion site, is still reinforcing the field emergency team: from distribution of food and hygiene kits to mobile clinics, shelter and the repair of damaged ambulances. One of our delegates in the city, a Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) specialist highlighted  that in the minutes following the blast “people carried the injured on their backs, their mopeds, they came down with first aid kits to clean wounds. Seeing that distress and solidarity is both heart breaking and magnificent: the worst and hope, together side by side.
.
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