2015 HEF Summary
Thank you very much for your generous support of the Hometown Education Foundation. We have an exceptional year thanks to your and others’ support and trust. Here is a brief summary.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]We are able to support 1026 poor students, including 101 college students during 2015-16, the first time to support more than 1000 students and over 100 college students with total about 900K Yuan RMB donation ($100K from Hometown Education Foundation and the rest from donation in China). This is 12th year of our program (the first one is 2004-05 after a few months preparation starting at Chinese New Year 2004).
2. This year (January to December 2015), we (HEF) have received record breaking 898 generous donations total $165568, up from last year’s 543 donation of  total $102566—a huge jump. There are 19 monthly donations. Thank you all for your generous support and trust. 
3. Special thanks to the Microsoft’s volunteers and donors for their amazing generosity both in terms of donation and volunteering their time to help us spread words to their colleagues. In their October Giving Month campaign alone, we have received $30K generous donation (with Microsoft’s match-up), doubled last year’s donation. Microsoft changed their charity distribution system this year.  In the end, we received both year’s donation (in November and December) and last year’s donation (February), which is one reason for a big jump of this year’s donation.
4. Special thanks to all volunteers, including college students who volunteer to help us sorting out letters and files, teachers who volunteer their time and energy to make sure that all files are accurate and all donation goes to the needy students 100 percent, volunteers who help us translate letters, volunteers who help us spread words to their friends and colleagues, and those who help us in other ways. Only with all these voluntary work to make sure that everything goes smoothly and as intended, we can earn donors’ trust and support. 
5. Your donation has been an inspiration to the poor students, in addition to helping them financially. This has reflected on college students very clearly (Chinese students, especially in areas we serve, can NOT do anything except studying and studying before college). They volunteer much more than regular students. They help us during their summer break, winter break, and National Day break. They volunteer in school, squeezing time to help local elementary school and middle school students, and students in special need. 
6. I (Tonghai Yang) visited poor students at their homes in June (see http://hometowneducation.org/photos15-1.html) and also had a meeting with high school graduates who will go to college in June to give them some advice about college life.  Mr. Hu Jining visited or called all college bound high school graduates to check whether they still need financial aid. I was also very happy for being able to convince a high school graduate to go to college with help of another volunteer. She had worked extremely hard for getting into college but was worried a lot about her sick father and disabled mother.  
7.  Thanks a lot for your generous support, we are finally able to increase our support of a poor middle school student from annual 600 Yuan to 800 Yuan RMB, long overdue.
   
