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Projected budget for expansion to Horse Program (30 horses):

The average needed to rehabilitate one malnourished horse is $2,000, which is an increase from $1,200 in 2006.  The increase is from the higher cost of hay, as well as increased veterinary costs from more severe neglect cases currently being seen.  Both of these factors (increased hay price, increased veterinary care costs) are directly affected by the severe drought conditions across the United States, driving the hay prices higher and  less affordable for the average horse owner.  Therefore, neglect cases have been more severe this past year and require more veterinary care to rehabilitate.

Average basic costs per horse (6 months in rehabilitation):


Veterinary Care:





$   200.00


(Initial health evaluation, routine vaccines, coggins test)


Feed and Hay:


$1300 (hay) + $400 (feed)



$1,840.00

Farrier (for hoof care): 




$   100.00

     $25 x 4 (4 times for routine trims in 6 months period)








             Total: $2,000.00 per horse
This average does not include any additional veterinary care needed beyond the routine care included above.  Therefore, one horse can take as much as $2,500 to $3,500 to completely rehabilitate to good health if illness or injuries need treatment upon entering the USERL program.

Expansion of the Horse Program to shelter 30 additional horses (above the 100 average) will take $60,000 ($2,000 x 30 horses).  100% of donated funds to the horse program go the veterinary care, feed, hay and farrier care of the horses.   

