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Intervention Center For Early Childhood




Since 1983 the Intervention Center for Early Childhood (ICEC) has provided comprehensive Early Intervention services to young children with known or suspected developmental delays.  We are the largest program in Orange County and families come from as far as Riverside, Long Beach and even Camp Pendleton to participate in our programs.  We serve 300 children aged from birth up to age 5 in our programs each week, 720 were served last year. The number of children we were able to serve has declined annually since 2009 due to budget cutbacks from the state, reducing the number of developmental assessments provided to these children.  Less assessments & screenings means less children entering the system which curtails the state expenditures in early start programs.

It is crucial for parents to intervene early in their child's development.  Most families suffer tremendously both emotionally and financially when a developmentally delayed child is born.  Early Intervention focuses on special instruction and therapy designed to help infants and toddlers with "special needs" improve their developmental skills.  Our mission is to assist each developmentally delayed child in achieving optimum developmental potential.  Our Motto is to ‘Treat Special Needs with Special Care” - this is accomplished by providing therapy and intervention designed for each child's abilities, while offering emotional support, training and resources to the total family.  From 2014 to 2020 we plan to serve over 5,000 children and equip their parents with the resources and tools to insure a successful transition into public and private preschools.
ICEC is a family centered program.  The family is integrally involved in the intervention for their child.  Parents play a primary role in identifying and working toward the goals they would like their child to attain.  Our center provides support to the entire family through individual counseling, parent support groups, sibling support groups, parent education seminars and day care for the brothers and sisters while their parents are attending the program.  We strive to integrate the child with "special needs" into the family, so that they in turn can integrate their child into the neighborhood, their extended family and their community.

Parental involvement in any early intervention program is crucial for success, and early intervention is most effective when the families of children are fully involved.  We educate caregivers about their role in the IFSP/IEP process and about the significance of their input.  Parents are encouraged to target goals for their child, learn about their legal rights and responsibilities and exchange information with providers.  Parents are an integral part of the process as so much of the learning happens at home.  Parents must follow through with home programs, and they must participate in the daily center based programs. In addition, siblings are included as they are part of the respite care and also of the day to day learning through play experience of a disabled brother or sister.

Our objective with this project is for the first time in our history to be able to build-out an interior playground specifically designed for working with young children who have special needs.  This space will be utilized for occupational & physical therapy for group and individual programs, and screening & evaluating children on those skill sets.  We have received a generous $20,000 matching grant from Pacific Life to help fund this project.
