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Cure First
A Personalized Cancer Medicine Initiative
Mission Statement: Cure First harnesses powerful new technologies for the rapid discovery of less-toxic, individualized cancer therapies.
Purpose: Recognizing the shortage of funding for innovative cancer research, the transforming potential of a new technology centered in Seattle, and the overwhelming need by our patients for better cancer treatments, we founded a non-profit organization, Cure First.   Our mission is to pioneer a patient-centered approach to develop treatments tailored to individual cancers. This will be accomplished through innovation, education and fundraising.
Cure First seeks to close the gap between cancer research and the clinical care of cancer patients.  Through a confluence of expertise ranging from laboratory-based research, clinical oncology, miniaturized robotics, and computer science, we have pioneered a new high throughput screening approach to the discovery and development of new cancer therapies that are more effective, less toxic, and specific to an individual patient.  This initiative is increasingly attracting broad support, including Nobel Laureates such as James Watson, nationally prominent scientists such as Leroy Hood, and a grass roots network of researchers, clinicians, donors, and volunteers.  Most importantly, the origin and continued growth of Cure First comes directly from cancer patients themselves, who voice frustration and at times despair with “business as usual”, and who are therefore seeking  innovative approaches to find better treatments today and not tomorrow.  
Timeline: 

· (2007)—Using a new combination of robotic screens and functional genomics, Dr. Carla Grandori discovers over 100 potential therapeutic targets for neuroblastoma in a single experiment (published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences in 2012).
· (2011)—Cure First is founded to promote and fund further use of this ground-breaking approach.

· (2012)—Cure First gains 501(c)3 non-profit status.

· (2013)—Drs. Grandori and Kemp obtain a major NCI grant to their research groups at the FHCRC to employ this approach for three cancer types: breast, pancreatic and head and neck cancers.

· (2013)—Cure First holds its first major fund-raiser and collects over $60,000 in donations from >100 different donors.

· (2014)—Cure first launches Project Sweetheart with a $50,000 contribution to the University of Washington Foundation to screen for new therapeutic targets and more effective therapy combinations for breast and ovarian cancers.

The Cure First Team:

Carla Grandori, MD PhD, Founder, President and Scientific Director, Cure First
Former Director of the Quellos High Throughput screening core, University of Washington and Research Associate Member, Division of Human Biology, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 

Christopher Kemp, PhD, co-founder and former Vice President, Cure First
Full Member, Division of Human Biology, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

Affiliate Professor, Department of Pathology, University of Washington

Founder, ORCA Bioscience, now Epigenomics, AG

Board of Directors 
Cellene Hoogenkamp,      Expertise, Communication and Patient’s advocacy
Pat Gray, PhD

Expertise: Biotech, Drug Development, Immunology
Sandi Everlove,

Expertise: Science and Business                

Jeff Lee, MD


Expertise: Family Medicine

Advisors

Christian Burks, PhD 
   Expertise: Genomics, Biotech
Robert Eisenman, PhD
   Expertise: Oncogenes and cancer biology

Riccardo Dalla-Favera, MD Expertise: Cancer Genetics

Vijayakrishna Gadi, MD
   Expertise: Medical Oncology
Eduardo Mendez, MD
Expertise: Surgeon/Head and Neck cancer /Researcher

