RURAL AREA MEDICAL MISSION PROJECT 

In many parts of the world, people have access to medical facilities and trained medical staff. Many people live each day without questioning whether or not medical access would be available if they needed it. 

Unfortunately this isn’t the case in some areas. Globally, millions of people suffer unnecessarily simply because they lack access to even the most basic medical resources. If viewed in its entirety, the global epidemic of inadequate or non-existent healthcare is overwhelming. However; there is a cure…Action.

We, individually, cannot solve the world’s problems. But we, as individuals, can take action. We can follow realistic and attainable goals, secure resources, and make a tangible difference in people’s lives. As a human centered organization, First Intervention Ghana (FIG) conducts programs and activities in an effort to reach the most vulnerable in an attempt to bring basic medical evaluation, treatment, and education. 

First Intervention Ghana takes action! One of our missions, to reach out to the medically unreached children in remote areas, proved to be successful in 2013. We took several bold steps towards our goal to bring health care and health education to the remote areas by organizing remote area medical mission’s dubbed ‘tent of hope’ to eight 13 rural communities in Central Region of Ghana.

 Our very first Tent of Hope mission in 2013 provided a day of screening and health consultation for residents of these settlers’ communities. We made available essential education on disease prevention while treating cases of malaria, eye-care screening and free distribution of spectacles, diarrhoea and respiratory illnesses among others. We also provided screening for chronic conditions such as high blood pressure and diabetes. 

We delivered indispensable care at the event and referred complex cases to local hospitals. In addition, we educated the community on the availability of the National Health Insurance Scheme. All services at Tent of Hope medical mission were offered free of charge.

 First Intervention Ghana has benefitted from increased collaborations. Our relationship with foreign volunteers and our Ghanaian counter parts were further strengthened. We have delivered more effective health interventions through our medical missions in support of the welfare of the most vulnerable. We also enhanced transparency and accountability amongst our collaborators.

 With these steps, we are opening up for more opportunities in the near future and we expect additional progress in our remote area medical services. However great our successes, our organization has yet to commence mobile-clinics to rural areas in Ghana. 

These resources simply are not available. The primary major challenges that face First Intervention Ghana are:
· Mobility – the lack of a mobile-clinic Van and vehicle to transport the medical equipments and medical team to the remote communities.
·  Unavailable resources – The lack of resources, like mobile-clinic van, a bigger room tent, medical equipments and an ambulance, have compelled us to temporarily suspend our rural area medical response ambitions. 
· Fund raising - Funds to meet basic cost and expenses. In line with our vision to improve medical supply support services, in addition to community development programs in Ghana through innovative delivery methods, we are attempting to reposition ourselves to continue to deliver with increased efficiency and sustainability in the years to come. 

“As  a founder, I can assure you that the creation of realistic and attainable goals exists. These achievements could not be sustained without the critical roles played by our volunteers and contributions of individuals and organization” Mr. Jonathan Hope

This year’s Rural area medical mission will be held on Feb-Dec, 2015 In line with our focus on Maternal and Child Health, Tent of Hope will incorporate HIV testing into our priorities for health resources in Central Region and will work with the local Hospitals to establish a reserve for maternal emergencies. Since health access and malaria are major problems affecting the Central Region communities, Tent of Hope is happy to work with Vision for All-Sweden on Free Eye-care and Spectacles distribution projects to improve these areas.

Overall, in line with millennium development goals 4, 5 and 7, First Intervention Ghana hopes to achieve significant improvement in maternal and child health and in lives of slum dwellers in Ghana. For more information on ‘Tent of Hope’ medical mission or to volunteer for the project, kindly send an email to figinfogh@gmail.com.

First Intervention Ghana (FIG) is a non-profit corporation committed to contribute to improve health-care in Ghana through volunteer programs, education and community based health-care delivery initiatives. The organization is proudly associated with Vision for All-Sweden, VIDA-USA and Unik Optical Ghana and has International Coordinators:  Hardy Bauer,Germany, Fredrik Blom, Sweden, James Dziobek, University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont, Sow-Yen Sanchez Netherlands

