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Empower Women through Literacy in Turkey

Location: 
Turkey

Theme: 
Gender 
Target Cause: Women’s Advancement

Total Budget: $ 180,000 USD
Project Needs: $ 60,000 USD


Project Needs and Beneficiaries

The project aims to teach literacy and numeracy skills to women in 8 selected provinces of Turkey. Turkey has a low literacy rate especially for women – with 5.7 million women (1 out of 5 women in the country) unable to read and write.  The problem of illiteracy among women, especially in the eastern regions of the country, originates from the fact that many girls in rural areas have been held back in the past from attending school due to economic and cultural reasons. While current government policies in Turkey, are tackling the problem of low enrolment rates for girls, there remain a large number and percentage of women who still need to be reached through literacy training courses. 

The objective of ACEV’s functional literacy program is to increase the number of literate women in Turkey while contributing to these women’s personal development and increasing their involvement in society. The motivating assumption of the program is that gaining literacy   skills is the first step for these women to achieve self-sufficiency and economic empowerment.   Our program empowers women by giving them tools of functional literacy and numeracy, and supports them through a multi-faceted program that includes information  on their rights as citizens (civil rights, marital law, inheritance rights), as well as other practical information that helps their decisions on personal life (reproductive health, family planning and child  development). The program also offers practical skills training necessary in urban daily life, such as reading an electricity bill, making a grocery list, or filling out an application form.  The overall course program is designed to increase women's participation in societal life as active and healthy individuals.   

Illiterate women in urban areas are arguably the most excluded group of women in Turkish society: they migrate from villages and become isolated in city centers that require literacy skills even for the most simplest of tasks.  Urban life surely gives more premium to literacy than life in rural areas.   Eight provinces are selected for our project on the basis of their high illiteracy rates among the urban population of women and these include:   (i) Diyarbakir and Gaziantep (urban centers in Southeastern Turkey  where  the illiteracy rates for women are close to 50%) (ii)  Istanbul, Ankara, Adana, İzmir, Kocaeli and Bursa (urban centers in   western and southern parts of Turkey that receive heavy internal migration from the eastern provinces of the country).  
In 2008, the functional literacy program will directly target 4,500 illiterate women in the selected 8 provinces   over the course of 12 months. Table 1 summarizes the number of courses and beneficiaries by province.     The indirect beneficiaries of the program are estimated to be around 9,000 young girls in the families of the course participants
. 

Activities

In order to reach as many beneficiaries as possible, the project works through training volunteer instructors who in turn deliver the course material to the target group of women. The program first trains volunteer instructors through a functional literacy seminar. Subsequently, each volunteer instructor runs literacy courses reaching 15 women participants in a period of 3 months (meeting 3 times each week for 3-4 hour sessions).   
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The specific tasks involved in the project include:  (i) volunteer recruitment, (ii) printing/production of educational materials, (iii) arrangement of course locations, (iv) training seminars for volunteer instructors, (v) recruiting course participants/beneficiaries, (vi) supervision and monitoring of courses (vii) volunteer instructor assessment meetings, (viii) keeping of student diaries and sample writings, (ix) evaluation of coursework and results of program, (x) appreciation ceremonies for volunteers and course students. 
All activities are carried out by Mother Child Education Foundation (AÇEV) with support from local networks and volunteers in the field. The resources required by the project are mainly (i) printing of educational materials, (ii) costs of professional staff training volunteers, (iii) physical space (usually provided for free by partners including the Ministry of National Education, municipalities, NGOs), and (iv) transport costs for supervision of course progress in the field. The average running cost for each course (reaching 15 women) in the program is US$ 600.  The project cycle for year 2008 is budgeted at US$ 180,000 (US$ 600 x 300 courses in total). 

Expected Outcomes
A total of 5,700 illiterate women in 8 provinces will attain functional literacy skills and gain knowledge on their rights as citizens, reproductive health and child development, through a multi-faceted women’s empowerment program. These women will become more self-confident,   better able to utilize information sources and participate in social life more fully in urban areas.   Previous independent evaluations of ACEV’s functional literacy training courses have shown improvements in women’s empowerment level. For instance a previous qualitative evaluation of a piloted women’s empowerment program attached to our functional literacy program shows significant results not only in terms of literacy skills but also in terms of participant attitudes towards their rights to find employment and choose a spouse, as well as their perceptions on domestic violence and child labor
. These evaluations can be reached through our project website provided below. 
Project Message

  “Women’s literacy is the first step toward their social and economic empowerment”.  
Project Contact

For more information, please contact:  

Meltem Aran – Projects Specialist
Mother Child Education Foundation (ACEV) 
Buyukdere Cad. No 85/2 Mecidiyeköy 34387 Istanbul TURKEY 
Tel: +90 212 213 42 20, Email: meltem.aran@acev.org 
Resources 

· ACEV Functional Literacy Program Homepage: www.acev.org/english/training/womens.asp
· For previous academic evaluations of the our adult functional literacy program:  www.acev.org/english/researches/research.html 
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� The indirect beneficiaries of the program are assumed to be the families - but especially the daughters - of the women who are enrolled in our courses. The calculation is based on the assumption that there will be on average 2 young girls per beneficiary household given the large average household size (5-6 people) for the target group of women.  





� Source: Durgunoglu and Oney  “An Evaluation of the Functional Adult Literacy Program in South-Eastern Turkey”, June 2003
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