
A STORY ON KODJO AWUDI

KODJO AWUDI – 15 YEARS

Kodjo Awudi (15 years), is one  the 36 children rescued by IOM Ghana in 2008. Kodjo hails from Bakpa-Adzani, a community in the North Tongu District of the Volta Region of Ghana and is currently living with his maternal grandfather.

During the rescue, Kodjo was identified as having a physical challenge with one eye. It was discovered that the left eyeball has been removed leaving an ulcerated eye socket.  In the bid to salvage the situation , IOM facilitated  a medical diagnosis and assessment for  the affected eye and the possibility of fixing an artificial eye ball for him eventually.
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Initially, Kodjo was taken to see some volunteer specialists from Cuba in March 2008 at the Winneba General Hospital in the Central Region. He was then referred to the 37 Military Hospital in the Greater Accra Region. After about 3 months 

assessment, he was then referred to the Ridge Hospital also in Accra for further assessment and treatment.

Kodjo (with the ulcerated left eye) 
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    An ophthalmic nurse examines Kodjo’s eye      Kodjo on a hospital bed ready for routine check up

At the Ridge Hospital, Kodjo Awudi was taken to the theatre for minor surgeries about 5 different times with the hope of taking some layers of flesh in the eye socket of since the flesh refused to fall back inside the socket to give way for fixing an artificial eye ball. This according to the doctor in charge, the condition was as a result due to a serious and protracted infection he has had all these years. Kodjo was initially given some eye medications for application but all these failed and in view of that, he was further referred to another ophthalmic doctor at the eye department of the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital. 

Kodjo has since been visiting Korle-Bu with his uncle to date. At Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, he has undergone some minor surgeries and other treatments. Since he started reviews at Korle-Bu, not much has been achieved after several weeks of medical reviews. 

[image: image9.jpg]


Medical reports indicate that there is the need for the child to undergo plastic surgery and most probable the insertion of an eye prosthesis.  As at the end of January 2010, Kodjo had successfully undergone the surgery and awaiting the eye socket to heal for the 

prosthesis to be fixed.  

From May 2008 till date, IOM has borne the cost of the medical diagnosis, assessment and the surgery with the kind support from donors such as Global-Giving.  IOM is currently soliciting for more funds to enable the organization complete the medical treatment and post-medical for Kodjo and also reach out to other children with similar health conditions like Kodjo. 

Kodjo on hospital bed after surgery

NEWLY REINTEGRATED CHILDREN BENEFIT FROM SCHOOL PLACEMENT AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL SUPPLIES
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Some of the children who benefitted from the educational supplies

All 36 children rescued and reintegrated in 2009 have all been placed in schools at the start of the new academic season with assistance from IOM, its local implementing partners and  in respective communities and funds support from donors. They have all been provided with their respective school uniforms and some stationery. 
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IOM Field Staff gives educational materials to some beneficiary kids.

In addition, about 308 in-school children (comprising some of the old reintegrated children) in both the Central and Western Regions also received school stationery.  An indication from the field is that the school supplies have encouraged more children to be regular in school who hitherto were playing truancy.  
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