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Since 2011, the Movement for Solidarity and Peace (MSP) in Pakistan has sought to support vulnerable groups, especially religious and ethnic minorities, in Pakistan, by documenting in detail the context, types, and extent of persecution against them. This is consistent with MSP’s goal to enable all individuals and communities in Pakistan to live with dignity, security and guaranteed human rights, as envisaged in Pakistan’s constitution.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	MSPs approach involves identifying situations in which the human and constitutional rights of particular groups or individuals are systematically violated. Once a group is identified, MSP researchers undertake in-country visits to determine the extent of human rights violations, working in partnership with the affected community, while maintaining the objectivity required for high-quality and unbiased reporting. Collected research is published to inform local, national, and international organizations and, with particular emphasizes on highlighting policy recommendations; and legal, political, and social campaign platforms designed to implement the them. Indeed, an important goal of MSP is to encourage coalitions to promote human rights advocacy in Pakistan. 
This approach underpinned MSP’s timely launch of two investigative reports:
MSP uncovered religious persecution regarding the Shia Hazara community in Quetta, Pakistan as early as 2011, well before the issue boiled over. The report documented the persecution of the Shia Hazara in and around Quetta (capital of Baluchistan province) at the hands of a steadily-growing presence of Taliban and Islamic extremists since the 1980s. Since the late 1990s, violence against the Shia Hazara community included targeted assassinations of high-profile community members as well as organized mass murders resulting in the loss of thousands of Shia Hazaras lives. The suffering of the Shia Hazara community continues to date via sporadic attacks by the pro-Taliban/takfiri groups, but policy actions taken over the te last two years, some consistent with MSP’s recommendations, have helped stem the tide of daily violence observed in 2011-13. 
More recently, MSP helped uncover persecution against Pakistan’s Christian community in the Punjab province: several cases of Christian girls between the ages of 12-25 were documented in which the girls were abducted from their homes, coerced into marriage with their abductor and forcibly converted to Islam. The report, published mid-2014, focused on the emotional, psychological and physical abuse of the girls, while uncovering a series of violations of the victims’ legal rights. For instance, attempts by the victims’ (Christian) families to retrieve their kidnapped daughters via a First Information Report (FIR) was often denied or countered by a rival FIR to threaten the family. The report presented a series of recommendations for the Governments of Pakistan and the Punjab and for the Judiciary to ensure that the legal and human rights of the vulnerable group of Pakistanis were protected.
MSP is currently studying a number of vulnerable communities in Pakistan with a view to launching our next round of investigate reports. To this end, we hope that the our Global Giving fundraising campaign will generate at least $50,000.
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