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ASOCIACION DE VOLUNTARIOS
PARA EL SERVICIO EN LAS
AREAS PROTEGIDAS






General Information for ASVO Volunteer projects
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Name of  organization

Asociación de Voluntarios para
el Servicio en Áreas Protegidas (ASVO)

Address: Calle 36, entre avenidas 03 y 05.

Web site: www.asvocr.org

Telephone (506)2258-44-30

(506) 2223-42-60
Tele/fax (506)2223-45-18

International Volunteer Coordinator

Nicki Wheeler

Correo electrónico
nwheeler@asvocr.org
info@asvocr.org
Descripción del proyecto
Location of Project: Playa Matapalo, Quepos, Puntarenas.

Name of Project: Matapalo Sea turtle protection, conservation and investigation Project.
Location: Playa Matapalo is found just 1km from the small town with the same name – Matapalo. The Beach has an extension of 12km, From the Portalon estuary, which runs from the Savegre River, up to the mouth of the River Hatillo, in the district of Quepos, province of Puntarenas.
Climate: This area is very hot, and humid, with a very intensive rainy season. It has a defined dry season, or summer, from mid-December to mid-April – with sporadic period of light showers. The rainy season runs from mid-April to mid-December, with September and October being the heaviest months.
Justification: Playa Matapalo is a sandy Beach, and a natural habitat for a great variety of wildlife including crustaceans, mollusks, birds and reptiles. Our focus is on the nesting turtle species Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) y en ocasiones tand the occasional sightings of leatherbacks (Dermochelys coriacea), Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricatta) and the Pacific Black subspecies. (Chelonia mydas), all of which are endangered or critically endangered. (UICN, 1995.).

The Conservation of female sea turtle species that nest in Matapalo has a long story. It started on 7th June 1991 by Marielos Rodriguez Avila and Mario Rodolfo Montenegro – both members of the community of Matapalo. This makes it one of the oldest community based projects in the pacific area.
Since this moment, every night of the season, which extends from July until December every year, until the present, the nests of the sea turtles on this beach have been protected. This currently amounts to over 53,647 hatchlings released, and over 68, 778 eggs protected – included clutches from the Olive Ridley and the Pacific Black species. 

On another topic, and almost simultaneously came the development of an important activity, and a un-miss able fixture in the calendar of turtle lovers in the region / the Annual Turtle Festival. At this festival, we give lectures and encourage the community and guests  to participate in the reléase of hatchlings, and in this way they can learn a bit more about these amazing creatures, and offer the community an alternative to the extraction of turtle eggs for sale.
The principle motive for the commencement of this conservation project was the existence of both natural and man-made factors (such as poaching, unorganized tourism, the movement of vehicles on the beach, artificial lighting, predation, excessive driftwood deposits, high tides and rising river levels) which resulted in the loss of nearly 100% of the eggs that were deposited on this beach.
In 2002, thanks to the support received from agents from the environmental unit of the Costa Rica Coastguards, we managed to reverse this situation, and took this percentage to around 5% / meaning that we now save approximately 95% of the eggs laid here.

Unfortunately, despite these magnificent efforts, the project still doesn’t have the permits required by law to make it a protected area – which places it in a very vulnerable position.
 This also creates issues relating to the intellectual data that we collect, and the creation and presentation of seasonal reports, which are a vital part of the documentation needed for the process of developing this beach for conservation activities.
For these reasons, ASVO and their Investigation department have designed and implemented the Sea Turtle Conservation project, that permits not only will this information be utilized correctly in the future planning  of tourist developments, but it also contributes to the efficient protection of nests, using scientific and volunteer support to research each nesting season.
Objectives:

Main Objective: To alleviate the natural and manmade threats that affect the nests on Matapalo beach. 
Specific Objectives:
· Generate information regarding the dynamics of nesting activity of Sea Turtles in the area.

· To protect, using a hatchery, the eggs and nests that are deposited on Matapalo beach. 
·  To inform local communities in the vicinity of Matapalo, the importance of their beach, and the effect that human activity has on resources.
Volunteer Work Activities:

1. Putting signs up on the beach to mark the different areas..

2. Construction of the hatchery
3. Monitoring of hatchery
4. Night patrols and collection of data.

5. Transferal of nests to hatchery.

6. Registering information about the hatchery and exhumations
7. Releasing hatchlings
Neighboring Communities: 

Mata Palo: The small town of Matapalo is located approx. 1.5km from the project. In the town there is a school and high school, supermarket, and public telephone - as well as an Ebais medical center. There are also waterfalls that can be visited.
Dominical: This tourist area is located approx. 12 km from the project, and here you can find Internet, bars restaurants, supermarkets, telephones and other tourist amenities. 
Other nearby Protected Areas:

Marino Ballena National Park: This Park is located approx. 15km from Matapalo. Her you can take whale watching tours (in whale season) and also visit National Park Isla de Cano
 National Park Manuel Antonio: This is the smallest National Park in the Country and can be found approximately 60km from Matapalo. 
Days off and free time:

· Visit Dominical, it is a great spot for surfing.
· In Matapalo you can find tourist services such as horse riding, and hiking. In Quepos there are many tours and activities - as in Dominical. 
Recommendations:
· No alcohol or stimulating substances may be consumed at the project.
· Keep clean all common areas

· Maintain good personal hygiene, behavior and vocabulary

· Please leave all tools and equipment clean and in their correct place..
· Respect hours of night patrols, and respect Project coordinators and other volunteers.
· Obey all safety recommendations and the rules that are established so that the project runs smoothly
Packing List:
We recommend that you bring bedding ( 2 sheets and blanket) , pillow, insect repellant, sun block, refillable water bottle, personal hygiene items ( deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste, 
towel, toothbrush). You will need dark coloured clothing to work at night, preferably long sleeved, flashlight with a red LED if possible, mosquito net, closed toe shoes for patrols that will be comfortable and a waterproof jacket. Additionally you can bring a hat, camera, video camera, and books or games for free time.
Project Supervisor
Name: 
Biol. Roberto Solano 

 Investigation Coordinator.
Name:         
Gabriel Sibaja.



 Administrative Coordinator

Tel:

(506) 8969 6515
What is the maximum capacity?
Maximum 50 Volunteers. Minimum stay is for 2 weeks and maximum stay is 3 months. Preference is given to volunteers who are available to stay for longer than 2 weeks.

Is there a gender preference?

No
What level of Spanish does a volunteer need?
Basic or intermediate. Any other language is considered an advantage.

Is there an age limit?

Minimum age of 18 years old
Work Schedule:

You will work between 6 and 10 hours per day depending on nesting intensity and commitments in the community. The majority of the work will take place at night, and daytime activities will depend on the necessities of the project and the weather.

Skills / Previous experience of Volunteers: 

We require volunteers with a desire to collaborate, good physical condition, and that can adapt to living in basic conditions. We prefer to receive volunteers that have previous knowledge in Biology or in turtle conservation (not mandatory). It is considered an advantage if volunteers have any knowledge or experience in carpentry or construction.
Accommodation description:
The accommodation at Matapalo is a large structure that consists of a large common area, kitchen and eating area. There are three dorm rooms with bunk beds for volunteers. There are showers and toilet facilities, running water, and drinking water available.
Alimentation:
Volunteers will receive three meals a day at the project (breakfast, lunch and dinner). Food provided is according to a typical Costa Rican diet, and consists mainly of rice, beans, salads, pastas vegetables and fruit
Other important details:

There is a safety box available for volunteers to store their valuables.

It is important to remember that although turtles nest  frequently in peak nesting season (August  – November), and hatch until January– there will be times where turtle activity is very low. We still need help in these periods for the construction and maintenance of the hatchery, which is critical for the upcoming season. 

Relationships and friendships with people from the community should be considered with prudence. It is not permitted for people not belonging to the project to be in ASVO installations.
Do not leave any personal items in the common area. Please make sure you look after your belongings.

Alcohol and drugs are not permitted during your time at Matapalo.

Please be careful with the rip tides in the ocean – they are very strong in Matapalo.
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