Help save tigers in the wild, India
Kaziranga National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage site in the Indian state of
Assam, provides vital habitat for diverse wildlife and has been protected since
the early 20th century.
Considered to be one of India’s most critical tiger habitats, Kaziranga offers
prime territory for this apex predator with abundant prey and tallgrass habitat
for camouflage. There are estimated to be over 100 tigers in Kaziranga which
may be one of the densest concentrations in India today.
Despite prime habitat, this significant population of tigers is under threat from
poaching and encroachment and in September 2013, the park experienced its
first ever case of a tiger being poisoned by poachers.
It is vital that tigers are given the protection they need and wherever possible
poachers are identified and brought to justice. With the increasingly well
funded trade in illegal wildlife, innovative and effective ways of tackling this
crime are becoming more and more important.

Background
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation (DSWF) has supported conservation
work for 20 years to protect endangered species in the state of Assam,
India. Sole funders of a vital, comprehensive communications system for the
forest rangers as well as funding equipment and floating anti-poaching patrol
camp (images; right), DSWF has facilitated substantial state-of-the-art wildlife
protection in Kaziranga National Park.
In association with Kaziranga National Park Authorities of the Assam Forest
Department and Aaranyak, DSWF supports fundamental tiger monitoring.
Setting up and maintaining camera traps in areas where tigers roam, the traps
generate fascinating insights into the lives of tigers in the Park. The images
captured by the cameras also provide information that help teams on the
ground to plan, implement and manage tailored measures to ensure long term
conservation and protection of the tigers.
Complementing existing protection and monitoring work, DSWF expanded
its support to fund the region’s first dog squad. Jorba, a Belgian shepherd dog,
and his handler Anil are proving to be pioneers in the fight against poaching.
Having been specially trained, Jorba is capable of picking up a scent, tracking
and bringing down a suspect and is trained to detect wildlife products such as
tiger skin and bones.
Working with local communities in the area, DSWF also funds education
programmes and alternative livelihood schemes such as pig farming and
weaving as well as advice on establishing sales networks to ensure that people
have a sustainable income and do not resort to poaching. Raising awareness
among communities, an annual cycle rally takes the message of conservation to
schools and villages in and around the national park.

About the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation

The David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation (DSWF) supports a range of innovative and far-reaching conservation projects
throughout Africa and Asia that have anti-poaching, education and undercover investigation at their heart, all working to
save endangered wildlife and their habitat.

Impact
There are only 3,200 tigers left in the wild. The demand for tiger parts as trophies, status symbols and as an ingredient in
Traditional Chinese Medicine is driving this iconic species to the brink of extinction.
The monitoring of tigers in Kaziranga and surrounding areas through camera-trapping has resulted in many thousands of
tiger images which are helping the team to understand not only tigers, but also provide an estimation of the available prey in
the region. This, in turn, will lead to the development of a comprehensive conservation strategy.
Alongside anti-poaching patrols and essential community work to provide alternative livelihoods, education campaigns and
mitigate human-tiger conflict, this holistic project represents an innovative and flexible method of protecting tigers and their
habitat in the region as well as numerous other wild animal species.
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Supporting efforts to protect the tiger in Assam will contribute to a
unique project which DSWF has funded for over 20 years, providing
innovative, comprehensive solutions that benefit wildlife, its habitat and
local communities.
Your funding will:
• run anti-poaching patrols to keep the remaining tigers safe
• raise awareness about the illegal trade in tiger parts
• educate local children about the value of their native wildlife
• work with local communities to ensure they do not need to rely
on illegal wildlife trade
• carry out research into tiger numbers

DSWF runs a successful social media campaign to
help end the illegal trade in tiger products worldwide.
Join the TigerTime campaign at www.tigertime.info
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation
Saba House, 7 Kings Road, Shalford, Guildford, Surrey GU4 8JU
Tel: 01483 272323 Website: www.davidshepherd.org
Registered Charity No: 1106893
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How you can help

