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I. IDENTIFYING INFORMATION

Name of the Project
:
Health Insurance Assistance
Target Beneficiaries
:
Families of children with Disabilities (PWDs)
Number of Beneficiaries
:
60 
Amount Needed

:
PhP 36,000.00 ($720.00)
II. RATIONALE
Bislig is a small city with 100,000 inhabitants (approximately 20,000 families). It is located at the east coast of the island of Mindanao in the Philippines.
Prosperous in the 70s because of a flourishing wood and paper and pulp industry, the City has since the mid-80s deteriorated into an impoverished community as a result of dwindling wood supplies and the impact of globalization. PICOP Resources Inc. employed as many as 16,000 workers in the 70s, but has since then downsized its workforce to a mere 2000. Over a span of 15 years thousands of families were rendered without any income. Many commercial establishments closed down for lack of customers. Luckily during the good years many families were able to send their children to the better schools in the bigger cities in Mindanao, Visayas and even Manila.  Many of these children are now professionals but did not return to Bislig because of the extremely limited employment opportunities. However the great majority of factory workers and forestry workers that were rendered jobless tried to make a living from marginal farming activities and fishing.
Efforts were made to encourage and assist small farmers to venture into small scale tree farming. The effort however has been a dismal failure as no adequate provisions were made to support farmers while the trees were growing. Farmers started cutting their young trees, sold these at a give away price and resorted again to subsistence farming. 
That was the situation when Loving Presence was organized in the late 90s: a mass of jobless out of school youth; school-going youth overcrowding poorly equipped and understaffed public secondary schools; and abandoned children in the streets.

Visiting the villages, staff of Loving Presence observed that disabled children and youth were listlessly roaming around or whiling their time away in the makeshift houses of the families they belong to.  Because of the vast needs of the community, the disabled, roughly 3500 by latest count, were the last to be given attention either by their families – most of them impoverished – or the authorities that did not have the resources to provide the attention.
This was the reason why Loving Presence was established with the help of a small local Rotary Club.  Because of the financial support that has been coming in from thereon, among others, from the FACSPS, Loving Presence has since then provided medical and other assistance to thousands of disabled persons, children and youth in particular.  But many are waiting yet to be attended to.  Sometimes a surgical intervention could remedy a disability such as club foot, cleft lip and palate, other facial deformities and eye defects.  But most families do not have the resources to seek specialized medical help. Loving Presence has been helping many but is also constrained by available resources. Lately it has entered into an agreement with the PhilHealth Insurance Company and the Local Government Unit to co-sponsor the health insurance of poor families with disabled persons. Through this scheme a family can be insured and be provided with the needed specialized medical services and hospitalization for a mere P600 ($12) per year on the part of Loving Presence.  Thus far Loving Presence has sponsored 90 families, but many are yet on the waiting list. 
e
III. OBJECTIVE
1. To help children with congenital defect  undergo corrective surgery

2. To help the parents avail of health insurance benefits for the entire treatment plan of the child.

3. To help not only PWDs but also the family to which they belong
IV. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

The social workers of Loving Presence shall short list and visit the families most in need of Health insurance assistance. The plan will be discussed with the families, benefits and obligations on their part. With the families the social workers develop a plan by which the families can gradually provide for their own health insurance, making it clear that this requires a contribution on their part of only P50 ($1) every month. Once the list of recipient families had been finalized, Loving Presence shall then help the families to fill out the needed forms to be processed by the PhilHealth Insurance Company. Once initial payment has been made the families will be provided with a PhilHealth Insurance ID.
The health Insurance is going to be a great help for the families.  It is inclusive of medicines, professional fee, service fee, room and board, and operating room fee.  Their counterpart would be the food, transportation and other incidental expenses incurred in the entire treatment.  Hospital excess bills will be shouldered by cooperating agencies (Loving Presence Foundation through Stichting Liliane Fonds, Hospital with existing accommodations for the poor and Philippine Charity Sweepstake Office).
The families coordinate with Loving Presence trained Community Based Rehabilitation Volunteer, Rural Health Unit Midwife and Doctor for the post operation care of the child.  Social workers of the Foundation will also conduct follow-up home visits for children given assistance to ensure that the treatment plan is properly implemented and followed.  
V. BUDGETARY REQUIREMENT

Number

           Per Beneficiary

       Total

60 PWD families

Php600.00 ($12.00)

36,000.00 ($ 720.00)
Prepared by:





Approved by:

JUNALYN I. ATINEN, RSW




GERARD R. RIKKEN

Asst. to ED for Special Projects



Executive Director

