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Dmitry and Irina Trofimov – founders of the organization.

Social Fund “Children of Tien-Shan” was established and registered by the Issyk-Kul Regional Department of Kyrgyz Ministry of Justice on the 18th of May 2001. Registration certificate is number OF 1308-3302-00, code OKPO 22398782 serial number GR № 015426. 
The organization began work in November 2000 establishing a Children’s Rehabilitation Center, currently known as the Children’s Shelter. The Shelter was founded by a couple who wanted to help poor children along with financial support from Canadian Mercy Fund “Tien-Shan”. Since then support has been received from Counterpart International, (USAID), TEARFUND (Great Britain) and Mercy Corps (USA).

The reason for establishing the organization was the presence of hungry and neglected children in the streets of Balykchy town. Concerned individuals began to think how to help these children. The idea of establishing a Children’s Shelter appeared; here such children could stay, find food and shelter.

The first children arrived at the Center in December 2000.  Since then, the “Children of Tien-Shan” organization has helped over 400 children who were in crisis, as well as providing support of various kinds to their families. Over 1000 families received support from the staff of the organization.
 
Three approaches have been developed to provide services to children and families in need. One approach is to support the poor families, financially and socially so the children don’t have to move from their homes. The second is to provide temporary care in the Children’s Shelter; and the third is a foster care program . Social Fund “Children of Tien-Shan” is the only nongovernmental children’s organization working at development of a foster model of upbringing in Kyrgyz Republic.

