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Children left on their own as parents seek ways to support them. These are the children who ran to the streets and dumpsite to beg and work to help their parents.
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Arial view of slum DADREG work in
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View of Dandora Dumpsite that has seen many children due to poverty going to collect wastes for resale.
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Part of the dumpsite where women and children collect wastes they resell 
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Houses located near the dumpsite

Project/ Institution’s Information

Name of Project/ Institution: Making Education Accessible to Children with Special Needs
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AIM OF THE PROJECT

This project aims to empower deaf children of ages to develop vocational skills that will increase their chances of gaining employment as well as building their self-confidence and promoting a more positive image of deaf people in society.
Organisation’s Background
Dandora Dumpsite Rehabilitation Group (DADREG) is a community based organisation founded by young people who because of poverty dropped out of school to scavenge in the streets and dumpsite. The organisation was founded in 2007 by a group of youth who used to leave in the streets, and because of harsh life in the streets decided to come together to help themselves and their community. 

In 2007, Kenya went to an election whose outcome so many people killed, and hundreds of thousands displaced. The outcome robed many youth their livelihood, while many children and women took to street and dumpsite life to survive. With this, DADREG was born to rehabilitate these people back to the society and lead normal life. 

The name Dandora Dumpsite Rehabilitation Group came about because the youth who founded this organisation used to leave in the streets but work in the Dandora Dumpsite, the largest dumpsite where all the wastes (industrial and domestics) are dumped in. Dumpsite was their work place despite the many hazards that they face, while leaving in the streets was not an option for they did not have anywhere to call home. 

In order to bring young people out of dumpsite, DADREG uses sports to gain their trusts.  Engaging these young people in sports and education has offered them unique opportunities to foster critical life skills, such as the ability to work as a team and face challenges with confidence and courage. DADREG aims to provide these them chance in life to use sports in giving them the necessary skills and exposure and education. 
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Children with disabilities rescued from the streets  found home at Wangu Primary School- one of the schools DADREG has supported to improve education standards for disadvantaged children.

Short project description:











Many public schools have integrated program for disabled children. These schools lack necessary equipment and materials to make disabled children receive quality education. Because of poverty, these children are just placed in classrooms without hearing aid, brail and only depend on one teacher who uses sign language to teach. In this era of technology, children need access to technology to make learning easier and interesting for them. Making Education Accessible to Children with Special Needs is a project that intends to close the gap in educating children with disabilities and provided with special education so that they become at the same level with the able children. Education start early in the formative years of a child, and with this project is going to help these children with disabilities do well as they grow up and continue with their education. This project also intends to provide students coming from very poor families and was abandoned by their families with school uniforms, tables and chairs to enable them attend school. This we do because these schools were not meant to accommodate children with disabilities and therefore have no good learning environment that was meant for them.  

To enable more children with disability access quality education, allot is needed to make learning environment safer for them, providing the students with learning aids such as brail, hearing aid, touch computers, sign language and adapted curricula, and retraining of teachers of special unit that deals with disabled children. Most of these children rescued from their homes, chained by their parents are also in dire need for school uniforms, writing materials to help them learn.
DADREG also intends to provide disabled youth access to training in order to gain skills that will help them in future instead of being used as beggars in the streets.
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Special Unit Class at Wangu Primary School








Children’s social background:










Children that DADREG work with and support all come from Dandora slums. These children come from very poor family backgrounds with majority coming from single family setting headed by young mothers who are usually between the ages of 15 years to 19 years. Due to extreme poverty, these children are forced to go to the streets and work in the dumpsite at very tender age to survive. Children with disabilities are particularly vulnerable in the sense that they are chained in their houses and left to die. For the children rescued by neighbours, they ran to the streets to beg while sleeping in the streets. 





There is a continuing disparity in educational services in Kenya for children with disabilities. Traditional African beliefs, cultural perspectives, and religious practices have resulted in negative attitudes toward individuals with disabilities. As a consequence, educational services for individuals with special needs (especially for those with emotional and behavioral problems) are not being addressed adequately.

Many children with disabilities face hardships in accessing education as a result of this.  

This discrimination starts from home where some parents with disabled children take them as a burden or a curse and going further to locking them in a private dirty room where they only give them food hiding them from society. Culture has played a very big role in discriminating children with disabilities, forcing many non profit organisations to go to court to compel the parents of such children to take responsibilities and take them to school. 

In Kenya students are not properly categorized. This is due to a number of factors, including cultural beliefs, socioeconomic problems, and a high rate of illiteracy, undertrained personnel, and lack of funding. Whereas students with mild mental retardation may be educated in regular schools, those with moderate to severe disabilities are typically served in settings in which they cannot reach their highest potential. The lack of a policy that advances the rights of individuals with special needs in Kenya leaves this population vulnerable to neglect and physical abuse. Furthermore, because such a policy or law does not exist, most schools and services are operated by religious, private, or philanthropic organizations.

Discrimination of children with disability has been made worse by poverty, making it impossible for these families to take them to school. In fact, the poverty levels which persons with disabilities face are far higher relative to the rest of society. The opportunities for livelihood available to a disabled person are less obvious since disability undermines the actual or perceived ability of a person to interact in educational, economic, social or indeed political arenas. Poverty itself breeds disability and disability is a harbinger for more poverty.

To enable more children with disability access quality education, allot is needed to make learning environment safer for them, providing the students with learning aids such as braids, hearing aid, touch computers, sign language and adapted curricula, and retraining of teachers of special unit that deals with disabled children. Most of these children rescued from their homes, chained by their parents are also in dire need for school uniforms, writing materials to help them learn.

	Activities
	Estimates amount (US$)
	Sub Total (US$)
	TOTAL
US$

	Building capacities of  ten teachers 
	US$ 364 x 10 teachers
	3,640
	

	Provide hearing aid to 10 children
	US$ 320 x 10 children
	3,200
	

	Purchase of  3 touch computers
	US$ 862 x 3 computers
	2,586
	

	developing Curriculum for sign and hearing aid 
	US$ 720
	720
	

	Purchase of brail books  for children between 4 years to 12 years
	US$ 12 x 250 brail books
	2,000
	

	Putting of 10 specialized desks for children
	US$ 450 x 10 desks
	4,500
	

	Purchase of 40 chairs for children
	US$ 52 x 40 chaird
	2,080
	

	Setting up safe playing area for disabled children
	Swings (2): US$ 850 x 2= 1,700

Sea-Saw (2) US$ 620 x2=1,240

Ladders (2) US$ 684 x 2=1,368

Jumping ropes, balls, rolling tires: $ 540
	
	

	Sub Total
	
	4,848
	

	School Uniforms/ Shoes
	Shorts: US$ 8 x 20 children: 160
Shirts: US$ 7 x 20 children: 140

Dresses: US$ 15 x 20 children: 300
Shoes: US$ 34 x 40 children: 1,360
	
	

	Sub Total
	
	1,960
	

	Vocational training for 30 disabled youth in various skills to increase chances of their employabilities as well as enabling them start their own businesses.
	Training of 10 Cobblers @450 

training of 10 Computer repairers @300

Catering :10 people @544

Hairdressing: 10 people @384

Plumbing :10 people @210

 
	4,500
3,000

5,440

3,840

2,100
	

	Sub Total
	
	18,880
	

	PROJECT TOTAL AMOUNT 
	
	
	44,414









































