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This fall, Dragonfly Forest asked
one of our longtime campers,
Torey Anderson, to interview
her mother, Susan Varner. Torey
has attended Dragonfly’s autism
and asthma sessions over the
past four years. Here is Torey’s
interview with her mother.

Torey: What was I like before I went to Dragonfly?
Susan: You weren’t as vocal as you are now. When you

went to Dragonfly, it just took you out of this shell
that you were in. You were quiet. You kept to
yourself. You didn’t like people. You shut down.
You didn’t really like to talk to a lot of people but
after that first summer of Dragonfly, it just
opened you up. You were a whole new girl. You
weren’t shy anymore. You were outgoing. You
were proud of yourself. You actually went on
stage, which is something you never ever did before.

Torey: I remember that moment. It was so hard for me
to do that.

Susan: Dragonfly helped you do that!
Torey: And now I love performing!
Susan: It’s all Dragonfly’s fault that you’re the diva

that you are today.
Torey: (in a diva voice) I am not a diva! That is rude!



Torey: Why was I hating everyone? Do you know why?
Susan: I don't really have an answer. When you were two

years old, you were diagnosed with autism and
sometimes children with autism don't like to be
around big crowds, they don't like to talk to
people. When you entered Dragonfly, it helped you.

Torey: I still get flustered sometimes and I still get
claustrophobic but I love camp and it makes me
so happy and when I go there I'm like at home. A
second home.

Torey: What has the Dragonfly Forest community meant
to you?

Susan: It’s meant a lot. Dragonfly isn’t a camp
anymore, it’s like a family.

Torey: Our home!
Susan: When we go there, we feel comfortable. We

feel at home. We feel really close with all of
the employees. They are like family to us –
absolutely. They’ve given us opportunities that
we’ve never dreamed of, that’s for sure.

Torey: How does this week of camp affect the rest of
our year?

Susan: We talk about Dragonfly everyday. We eat,
sleep, and breathe Dragonfly. Every day we’re
talking about something that happened at
camp. Dragonfly is with us all the time.



Torey: What is your favorite part
about Dragonfly Forest? I
like a lot of things!

Susan:It’s hard to narrow down to
just one thing. Dragonfly
Forest allows [kids] to
express themselves and be
who they are and not be
judged by society. The world
is so cruel…[people] say so
many negative things about
people. Dragonfly, you don’t
feel like that. You don’t feel
like people are talking about
you behind your back or
saying anything bad about
you. You can be you.

Torey: So my favorite part is I like the food, obviously. I
like the zip lines, I also like friends. And the
counselors are all nice and friendly. I like
swimming. I like the staff and nurses in the
getaway. Everything is fabulous. The beds are comfy.



Final Word from Torey:

To the families of Dragonfly who aren't sure they're
going to send their kids to camp: I think you should

because it will help your child embrace their inner wings
and will make them soar. That's like what it did for me

and that's what it did to a lot of other kids and honestly I
think Dragonfly is the best camp ever!

The Anderson-Varner family!
L to R: JJ, Susie, Grace, Savannah, and Torey.

To see video of Torey interviewing Susan, go to
https://youtu.be/U-Skvbgr898 or check out
www.DragonflyForest.org for the video!



Summer camp changes my life every year, even though I’m
now 36 years old, a mother, and (usually) a professional. Camp
magic is so powerful that this year I even brought my 9 month-
old baby to live in a rustic cabin with me for 6 weeks because I
can’t stay away from camp. Or the baby.

It’s the people that make the magic for me. Our campers are
the bravest people I know. They face physical pain, difficulty
breathing, and find life-threatening risk in activities the rest of
us take for granted. On top of that, many of them are bullied at
school. The magic of Dragonfly is that we address all these
health concerns in the background, so kids can just be a part
of this big beautiful camp family that loves them for who they
are.

Our camp family is diverse from our youngest camper to our
oldest counselor. There is no other place in my life that I can
collaborate with an adult on the autism spectrum and an adult
with sickle cell disease to teach a child with 22q how to
navigate complex friendships or how to build a campfire. The
fact that we might be wearing weird costumes or singing
songs while we do this important work just makes the whole
project so irresistible to me.

2016 was an exciting year for Dragonfly! We moved camp to
YMCA Camp Speers in the Poconos where our campers got to
swim, boat, climb, and ride horses. The facility is gorgeous and
the YMCA staff are incredible. We added Mark Manning
(Development Director) to our team and our program
continues to grow.

My co-executive director Scott Arizala and I want to say thank
you. Thank you for being part of our camp family. Thank you
for standing up for kids who need it. Thank you for helping to
bring joy to campers each year.

Sylvia van Meerten
Executive Director

LETTER FROM OUR

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



At Camp Speers this past summer, Dragonfly Forest campers
enjoyed canoeing at the waterfront, aiming for the bullseye at
the archery range, conquering the rock wall & ropes course, tie
dying at the arts and crafts cabin, roasting s'mores in the
amphitheater, exploring the many hiking trails, and camping
out all around the lake!

OUR NEW CAMP HOME







2016 FINANCIALS

Revenue
Individual Contributions $311,043
Grants $157,210
Service Income $131,783
Earned Income $3,915

Expenses
Program $430,550
Admin $114,942
Fundraising $95,958

Notes:

We hired a development director, which caused
our fundraising expenses to rise. As the
program grows, we will still work to keep
fundraising costs low. We're working with the
YMCA to strengthen a partnership that helps us
keep costs down.

Did you know it used to cost $2,500 to send a
child to camp for one week? Cost has
decreased steadily over the years and was
$1,800 this past summer. We hope to continue
to deliver a quality program as efficiently as
possible as we grow!

2016 Financials are based on unaudited financials from October 1st, 2015 to September 30th, 2016. If you have
any questions about them, please feel free to reach out to us!



CAMPER GOALS & DEMOGRAPHICS

Map of Dragonfly
Campers' Home States

Over 90% of our campers
with autism, hemophilia,
persistent asthma, and
sickle cell disease come
from Pennsylvania,

Maryland, Delaware, and
New Jersey.

Over 60% of our campers
with 22q deletion

syndrome come from the
states shaded in green. As
the only camp for children

with 22q deletion
syndrome, Dragonfly Forest
has both a regional focus
and a national reach.

A Local Nonprofit
with a National Reach

Number of Children Served

Where Our
Campers
Come From

350

325

300

275

250

225

200
2015 2016

2017
GOAL



We would like to thank all of our donors and
supporters from October 1, 2015 to September 30,

2016! The full list is available at
www.DragonflyForest.org.
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Francine McElwee
Frankie Perkins
Frederick Van Donk
Future Justin and Kara Aver
Gabrielle Meister
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Ganesh Kumar Ravirala
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Henry Gladstone
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HoLynn Wallace
Ingrid Dodd
Ira Disman
Jaclyn Podd
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Jaideep Bhargava
James & Helen Mannion
James Coulson
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Jane and Chuck Auer
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Jason Hepp
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Jean and Tom McDaniel
Jeanne Royce
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Jim McCaffrey
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Jitin Krishnan
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Joe Randazzo
John & Darlene Benoit
John and Lucile Wilkens
John Bruggeman
John Cummings
John Fitzpatrick
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John Nicholson
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Jordan Ford
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Josh McDaniel
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Judy Huynh
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Julia Popper
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Kathy Luskin
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Kerri Fuller
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Krista Navarro
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Kristen Sobolak
Kristin Lomas
Kristin Marie Steele
Kristin McMaster
Kristina Austin
Kristina Woodard
Lance Litty
Lauren Carbone
Lauren Cotton
Lauren Nicholson
Lauren Reay
Lauren Roy
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Len Lutter
Lena Latham
Leon Zar
Linda Hickman
Linda Sullivan
Lindsey Bonczak
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Linnea Eslick
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Lisa Dotson
Lisa Kowalski
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Loren Copp
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M. Lois Brown
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Malcolm Osborne
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Marc Richman
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Mark Gaul
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Mark O'Neill
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Mary Hashiguchi
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Matt Rippe
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Megan Frank
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Melissa Rosenberg
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Michael and Julie Weidinger
Michael Appleby
Michael Parr
Michael Sather
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Michelle Kolonauski
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Mike Parr
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Minhchau Tran
Misty Cincotti
Mitchell Bach
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Natalie Boyle
Natalie Deschaine
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Neha G Reddy
Neil Ramaswamy
Nicholas Lacy
Nicholas Milligan
Nicola Gaul
Nicole Choi
Nicole Ober
Nile Sullivan
Nina and James Kopriva
Norman Burstein
Olivia Mclaughlin
Pamela Hamilton
Pamela Jean Bjorkman
Papa & Nanny Harvey
Parth Patel
Pat and Linda MArion
Patrice Ingram
Patricia Borth Wilson
Patricia Dotson
Pattie Stifnell
Paul and Shirley Graziani
Paul Beckles
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Peter Amadeo
Peter Fritchman
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Rafael Pagan
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Randall Johnson
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Renee Thomson-Hohl
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Shannon Slattery
Shareefah Spencer
Shelby Steincamp
Shiloh Kramer
Shyaam Karra
Stanley Hearst II
Stephanie Pinto
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Steve Norum
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Susan Richman
Susan Schick
Susan Varner
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Susan Weil and Michael Adesman
Susanne Garvey
Sylvia & Theodore Patterson
Sylvia van Meerten
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Tammy Wisk
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Taylor Community Foundation
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Terry Plochman
Thad Fortin
The Lewis Family
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Thomas Cladek
Thomas Maiocco
Thomas Sabol
Thomas Saul
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Todd Smith
Tommy Cung
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Veltri Family
Vikram Dewan
Vivianne Vo
Will Price
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William and Lauraine Hinde
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Winnie Chan
Xavier Bracco
Yasmin Hamdy
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We sincerely apologize for any inadvertent errors or
omissions. We appreciate all of our donors and hope to earn
your continued support! From the bottom of our hearts,

thank you for supporting this year’s summer camp program.



2016-2017 Board
of Directors
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John Colburn, chairman
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Medical Directors
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Executive Directors
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Sylvia van Meerten

Camp Directors
Kristin McMaster
Erin Ross

Development Director
Mark Manning

Executive Assistant
Josh McDaniel

A special thank you to all of our
counselors, volunteers, and
medical staff that made this past
year possible and continue to be
ambassadors for the program!

Dragonfly Forest gives children
the freedom and structure to
succeed on their own terms. We
teach kids specific skills that
give them power and control
over their futures.

Printed with pride by
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(www.crwgraphics.com) in
support of Dragonfly Forest.

Dragonfly Forest
1100 E. Hector Street, Suite 333
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Camp Office:
(610) 298-1820
Development Office:
(267) 225-1239
www.dragonflyforest.org


