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This fall, Dragonfly Forest asked
one of our longtime campers,
Torey Anderson, to interview
her mother, Susan Varner. Torey
has attended Dragonfly’s autism
and asthma sessions over the
past four years. Here is Torey’s
interview with her mother.

Torey: What was | like before | went to Dragonfly?

Susan: You weren’t as vocal as you are now. When you
went to Dragonfly, it just took you out of this shell
that you were in. You were quiet. You kept to
yourself. You didn’t like people. You shut down.
You didn’t really like to talk to a lot of people but
after that first summer of Dragonfly, it just
opened you up. You were a whole new girl. You
weren’t shy anymore. You were outgoing. You
were proud of yourself. You actually went on
stage, which is something you never ever did before.

Torey: | remember that moment. It was so hard for me
to do that.

Susan: Dragonfly helped you do that!

Torey: And now | love performing!

Susan: It’s all Dragonfly’s fault that you’re the diva
that you are today.

Torey: (in a diva voice) | am not a diva! That is rude!




Torey:
Susan:

Torey:

Why was | hating everyone? Do you know why?

| don't really have an answer. When you were two
years old, you were diagnosed with autism and
sometimes children with autism don't like to be
around big crowds, they don't like to talk to
people. When you entered Dragonfly, it helped you.
| still get flustered sometimes and | still get
claustrophobic but | love camp and it makes me
so happy and when | go there I'm like at home. A
second home.

Torey:

Susan:

What has the Dragonfly Forest community meant
to you?

It’s meant a lot. Dragonfly isn’t a camp

anymore, it’s like a family.

Our home!

When we go there, we feel comfortable. We

feel at home. We feel really close with all of

the employees. They are like family to us -
absolutely. They’ve given us opportunities that
we’ve never dreamed of, that’s for sure.

How does this week of camp affect the rest of
our year?

We talk about Dragonfly everyday. We eat,
sleep, and breathe Dragonfly. Every day we’re
talking about something that happened at
camp. Dragonfly is with us all the time.



Torey: What is your favorite part
about Dragonfly Forest? |
like a lot of things!

Susan:It’s hard to narrow down to
just one thing. Dragonfly
Forest allows [kids] to
express themselves and be
who they are and not be
judged by society. The world
is so cruel...[people] say so
many negative things about
people. Dragonfly, you don’t '
feel like that. You don’t feel
like people are talking about
you behind your back or
saying anything bad about
you. You can be you.

Torey: So my favorite part is | like the food, obviously. |
like the zip lines, | also like friends. And the
counselors are all nice and friendly. | like
swimming. | like the staff and nurses in the
getaway. Everything is fabulous. The beds are comfy.
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The Anderson-Varner family!
L to R: JJ, Susie, Grace, Savannah, and Torey.

To the families of Dragonfly who aren't sure they're
going to send their kids to camp: | think you should
because it will help your child embrace their inner wings
and will make them soar. That's like what it did for me
and that's what it did to a lot of other kids and honestly |

To see video of Torey interviewing Susan, go to
https://youtu.be/U-Skvbgr898 or check out
www.DragonflyForest.org for the video!



LETTER FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Summer camp changes my life every year, even though I'm
now 36 years old, a mother, and (usually) a professional. Camp
magic is so powerful that this year | even brought my 9 month-
old baby to live in a rustic cabin with me for 6 weeks because |
can’t stay away from camp. Or the baby.

It’s the people that make the magic for me. Our campers are
the bravest people | know. They face physical pain, difficulty
breathing, and find life-threatening risk in activities the rest of
us take for granted. On top of that, many of them are bullied at
school. The magic of Dragonfly is that we address all these
health concerns in the background, so kids can just be a part
of this big beautiful camp family that loves them for who they
are.

Our camp family is diverse from our youngest camper to our
oldest counselor. There is no other place in my life that | can
collaborate with an adult on the autism spectrum and an adult
with sickle cell disease to teach a child with 22g how to
navigate complex friendships or how to build a campfire. The
fact that we might be wearing weird costumes or singing
songs while we do this important work just makes the whole
project so irresistible to me.

2016 was an exciting year for Dragonfly! We moved camp to
YMCA Camp Speers in the Poconos where our campers got to
swim, boat, climb, and ride horses. The facility is gorgeous and
the YMCA staff are incredible. We added Mark Manning
(Development Director) to our team and our program
continues to grow.

My co-executive director Scott Arizala and | want to say thank
you. Thank you for being part of our camp family. Thank you
for standing up for kids who need it. Thank you for helping to
bring joy to campers each year.

Sylvia van Meerten HRUEH
Executive Director §




OUR NEW CAMP HOME

At Camp Speers this past summer, Dragonfly Forest campers
enjoyed canoeing at the waterfront, aiming for the bullseye at
the archery range, conquering the rock wall & ropes course, tie
dying at the arts and crafts cabin, roasting s'mores in the
amphitheater, exploring the many hiking trails, and camping
out all around the lake!










2016 FINANCIALS

Revenue

Individual Contributions $311,043
Grants $157,210
Service Income $131,783
Earned Income $3,915
Expenses

Program $430,550
Admin $114,942
Fundraising $95,958
NOTES:

We hired a development director, which caused
our fundraising expenses to rise. As the
program grows, we will still work to keep
fundraising costs low. We're working with the
YMCA to strengthen a partnership that helps us
keep costs down.

Did you know it used to cost $2,500 to send a
child to camp for one week? Cost has
decreased steadily over the years and was
$1,800 this past summer. We hope to continue
to deliver a quality program as efficiently as
possible as we grow!

2016 Financials are based on unaudited financials from October Ist, 2015 to September 30th, 2016. If you have
any questions about them, please feel free to reach out to us!



CAMPER GOALS & DEMOGRAPHICS

Number of Children Served

350
325
300
275
250

225
200

A LOCAL NONPROFIT
WITH A NATIONAL REACH

Map of Dragonfly
Campers' Home States

Over 60% of our campers
Over 90% of our campers with 22q deletion
with autism, hemophilia, syndrome come from the
persistent asthma, and states shaded in green. As
sickle cell disease come the only camp for children
from Pennsylvania, with 22q deletion
Maryland, Delaware, and syndrome, Dragonfly Forest
New Jersey. has both a regional focus
and a national reach.

Where Our
Campers
Come From



We would like to thank all of our donors and
supporters from October 1, 2015 to September 30,
2016! The full list is available at
www.DragonflyForest.org.

$20,000+

Philadelphia Foundation
Arcadia Foundation
Dolphin IT

$10,000+

Patty & John Colburn, Sr.
Terry & John Colburn
Phelan Family

Rite Aid Foundation
Jenifer & Jeffrey Westphal
Carol Atterbury

Shelly & Larry Brown
Virginia & Collin McNeil
Child Development
Foundation

Barbara & David McDonald
Shire

$7,500+

Genuardi Family Foundation
Larry Crystal

Alan Meckler

$5,000+

Hemophilia Foundation of Maryland
Kistler Tiffany Foundation
Meredith Seigle

Kendall & Daniel Drake

Lorri & Ted Bernstein

Betsy & Kevin Donohoe

Jill & Mark Fishman

John Fries

Maguire Foundation

Allan Myers

Marsha & Jeffrey Perelman
Constance & Dr. Sankey Williams
Janine & Jeff Yass

Boeing Company Charitable Trust
Fidelity Charitable Group

Hess Foundation
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Brandywine Valley
Hemophilia Foundation
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Julie & Bob Levine

John Woerth

RS Lee Construction

Bartlett Foundation

Frances & Francis Abbott, Jr.
Miriam & John Bryant

Diane & John Pettinelli
Kristin & Will Price

First Cornerstone Foundation
Anonymous

$2,000+

Paula & Jeffrey Gural

Anne & Matthews Hamilton
Delta Epsilon Mu

Joanna McNeil Lewis
Philadelphia Insurance
Companies

Linda & Richard Schultz
Andrea Family Foundation
Louis N Cassett Foundation
Eileen & Don Byrne

David Drahms

TD Charitable Foundation
Sherry & Brian Effron
Nathanael Lentz

Caryn & Jason Berstein
Anonymous



$1,000+

E.N. Peirce Middle School
Christine Egan

Green Tree Community
Health Foundation
Wendy & Wade McDevitt
Anne & Andy Arizala

Els for Autism Foundation
NOR Metals Corporation
JC Henry llI

Shirley & Paul Graziani
Kim & Jeff Abbott

Ellen Schwartz & Jeremy
Siegel

Pediatricare Associates
Audi Devon

Sarah & Adam Eiseman
Karen & Jack Elrod
Jamie & David Field
Melissa Graf-Evans &
Jonathan Evans

Sharon & T. Mark Hanrahan
Dr. Willis Hoch

Atlassian Inc

Laura Jansen

Melinda & Tac Justi

Arlan & Bruce Kardon
Lynn & David Kolonauski
Ira Lubert

Dean O’Toole

Bryn Mawr Trust

Marcia & Ronald Rubin
Edutech

Sarah & John Schmader
Lisa & Doug Schoenberg
Gerald B. Schrieber
Foundation

Russell Soloway

Aaron van Meerten

Joe McKenna

Crebilly Foundation
Dolfinger-McMahon
Foundation

Renaissance Academy
Charter School

Samuel P Mandell Foundation

Taylor Community
Foundation

Wawa

Wells Fargo Foundation
E. Blaine Stanley & John
Woodruff

NYC Health & Hospitals
Corporation

Neighbours Fiscal Agent
Cheryl Koury

Ingeborg A. Biondo Memorial
Foundation

Mark Shanahan

Maryvel Torzar
Anonymous

$500+

Philadelphia North Alumnae
Chapter of Gamma Phi Beta
Anonymous

Mark Manning

Maureen & Kevin McMaster
Chavis Patterson

Anne & Stephen Rubin
Alpha Xi Delta - Zeta Eta
Chapter

Tanya Bakalov

Jeannine Becker

Oneta Bobbett

Carol & Brad Bradbeer
Linnie & Harry Cook

Patrick Coyne

Brenda & Jerry Frebowitz
Taylor, Julie, and Scott Grey
Claire & Clay Hardon

Louise & Harry Edward Hill, Ill
Beneficial Bank

Taryl & Clyde McKee

Lucy & Guy Messick

George & Kathy Painter
Janet & Kamal Russell
Bonnie & Peter Schorsch



G. Guy Smith

Deb Sutton

Mark Weiss

E. Murdoch Family
Foundation

Sunflower Foundation
Softmart

Dansko Foundation
Courtney & Chris Wilson
Amy & Anthony Haller
Janice & John Turner
John Holly

Eian Caulder

George Smith

Nicole & Eric Skurjunis
Hedy & Morris Cohen
Szegda and Associates
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$300+

Heidi & Ken Showman
Microsoft

Tammy & Jospeh Ricciardi
Louise & Dave Hertzog
Kelly & Jeffrey Daly
Alan Gnessin

Karin & Scott Arizala
Sylvia van Meerten
Jane & Chuck Auer
Margaret Carman

Mary & Joseph Fenkel
Nancy Harris

Lisa & Dr. Paul Hoffstein
John Cameron
Anonymous

Additional Donations

Abdul Ibrahim
Abigail E Thomforde
Adam Kachurak
Adelyn Jurlano
Adrianna Schwartz
Al Ferreira

Alain Ramos
Alanna Iverson
Alena Spicer

Alene Papish
Alexander Waldherr
Alexandra Baldwin
Alicia Theriault
Alison Breen
Allison Long

Allison McNerney
Alyson Yawitz
Alyssa Depte
Amanda Brice
Amanda Wisk

Amy and Patrick Kopriva
Amy Fotta

Amy Grosso

Andre Golsorkhi
Andrea & Thomas Woerner
Andrew DiBattisto
Andrew DiBattisto
Andrew Picard
Andrew Richman
Andrew Richman
Andy and Nance Morrisroe
Angie Maher

Anna Xanthos
Annabelle Irey
Anne Cain

Anne Guarini
Annekee Brahver-Keely
Anthony Ingram
Arianne Dugasz
Ariel Robinson
Ashley Kilp

Audrey Baker
Audrey Spencer
Bader Said

Barbara DiCocco
Barbara McCaffrey
Barbara Southwick
Beatrix Potter
Becca Heisler

Ben Postone
Bendell Family

Benjamin Ross
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Beth Royce
Bethany Shine
Bianca Spatola
Blair Minogue
Bobby Brugger
Bonnie Feldman
Bonnie Maxwell
Brendon Dolan & Pine Street Carpenters
Brittany Cressman Kent
Bryan DingesCaitlin Costello
Caitlin Sheehan
Carla Kempert
Carmen Wong

Caro Rock

Carol A. Knightly
Casey Carroll

Casey Farrell
Catherine Hamilton
Catherine Howard
Catherine O'Connell
Cathy Glover

Chad Feltenberger
Charles McMaster
Charmaine Davis
Chavis A. Patterson
Chelsea Gose
Cheryl Fortunato
Cheryl Janik

Chris Johnson

Chris Reed

Christin willis
Christina Ferguson
Christina Jarosz
Christine Egan
Christine McKenna
Christine Morris
Christine Noble
Christine Watkins
Christopher Difatta
Christopher Reichow
Cloyd Bell

Connie Marczak
Conor Marshall
Corinne Miller
Cotiviti USA LLC
Craig and Carol Pahls
Craig Bartlett

Craig Ottaviani
Cristina Bush

Cynthia Garcia
Cynthia Turecki
Dakota Ferrantino
Damian Pascale

Dana Chambers

Daniel Chu

Daniel Drake

Dave & Louise Hertzog
David Alegria

David and Nanci Goldenberg
David Drahms

David Sarwer

Deb Towe

Deborah Brooks
Deborah Freisheim
Debra Higgins

Dema Zaya

Devona Shaw

Diana Cuffley

Don and Dawn Salmon
Donald Byrne
Donovan Andrews
Douglas Greaves

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A Whitsett
Earl and Mary Platt Ekas
Eddy Diep

Edward Lin

Elayna Ng

Elizabeth Harvey-Sallak
Elizabeth Swern
Elizabeth Thompson
Elizabeth Tichy
Elizabeth Warter

Ellen Farber

Emily Rauch

Emily Rollet

Emma Watson

Erik Wilson

Erika McCool

Erin Bosch

Erin Chabot

Erin McGall

Erin Ross

Esmeralda Moreno
Esther & Richard Smith
Eugene Weresow
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fabricio Caldas

Fannie Ko

Fanny Wilson

Florence Cusimano
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Francine McElwee
Frankie Perkins
Frederick Van Donk
Future Justin and Kara Aver
Gabrielle Meister

Gail Vannicola

Ganesh Kumar Ravirala
Ganyne Rementer
Gary Coupal

Gary Meister

Genaline Shepherd
George Digenis

George Jansen

Gerd Opderbeck

Gerry Gonzalez
GianFranco Cappello
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Grace Hyndman

Grace Ribble

Gregory Baker
Gregory Warshaw
Hana Rosen

Hannah Deschaine
Harry Guey-Lee

Harry Ridgway

Harvey and Babette Snyder
Heather Andrade
Heather Shafi

Helen Gratzinger

Helen Stanley

Henry Gladstone
Herbert and Yvonne Fletcher
Hillside Elementary Staff
Holly Haney

HoLynn Wallace
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Ira Disman

Jaclyn Podd
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Jaideep Bhargava
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James McCloskey Jr.
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Jean and Tom McDaniel
Jeanne Royce
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Jitin Krishnan
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John and Lucile Wilkens
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Lior Deutsch
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Tammy Dayton
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Teresa D'ambrosio-Kuntz
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The Lewis Family
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Thomas Cladek
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We sincerely apologize for any inadvertent errors or
omissions. We appreciate all of our donors and hope to earn

your continued support! From the bottom of our hearts,
thank you for supporting this year’s summer camp program.



2016-2017 Board

of Directors

Tahirah Austin

Paul Beckles

John Colburn, chairman
Chavis Patterson

Chris Wilson

Medical Directors
Maya Dewan
Heather Shafi

Executive Directors
Scott Arizala
Sylvia van Meerten

Camp Directors
Kristin McMaster
Erin Ross

Development Director
Mark Manning

Executive Assistant
Josh McDaniel

A special thank you to all of our
counselors, volunteers, and
medical staff that made this past
year possible and continue to be
ambassadors for the program!

Dragonfly Forest gives children
the freedom and structure to
succeed on their own terms. We
teach kids specific skills that
give them power and control
over their futures.

Printed with pride by

CRW Graphics
(www.crwgraphics.com) in
support of Dragonfly Forest.

Dragonfly Forest
1100 E. Hector Street, Suite 333
Conshohocken, PA 19428

Camp Office:

(610) 298-1820
Development Office:
(267) 225-1239
www.dragonflyforest.org



