RECYCLING LIVES
Reciclarte inspires young people from Niterói to exchange the streets for musical instruments.
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	A class for the students of violin, viola and violoncello.


It's noon on a sunny Saturday. Children are playing on a quiet street in Niterói in Rio de Janeiro state. The scene is a typical scene one in most Brazilian suburbs, until the music teacher Márcio Paes Selles appears and changes everything: balls are replaced with violins, violoncellos, and violas. 

Around 120 children and teenagers gathered in eight classes go to Reciclarte Institute every week to learn how to play instruments and get in touch with the world of music. The organization, which is in the community Grota do Surucucu, in São Francisco, was born 20 years ago from the initiative of a retired elementary school teacher, Otávia Selles, who wanted to create a space where young people would receive support in school and develop activities that complement academics, like gardening, sewing, drawing and music. 
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	Thiago da Silva, 20, started playing musical instruments at 12 years old 
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Otávia died in 1998, but her project continues to bear fruit with the help of her son, Márcio Selles, who is also a teacher. In 1995, he created Orquestra de Cordas da Grota (the String Orchestra of Grota), which, since then, has played at São Paulo's museum of modern art, the Carlos Gomes Theater, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Rio and the municipal theater in Niterói. The group comprises 12 young people who play the violin, viola and violoncello, and who, on invitation from the University of Coimbra in 2001, performed in several Portuguese cities. Reciclarte's project, Música nas Comunidades (Music in the Communities), received an Incentive Award from BrazilFoundation in 2004. 
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	Felipe Caldas (18) – the son of a luthier, lives in Grota with his two brothers, 
who are also musicians.


Community Music 

The orchestra's young members recognize the importance of the work being developed in Grota. Some advanced students act as assistants, teaching music to kids in the community and in other Niterói neighborhoods. One of the assistants, Thiago Cosmo da Silva, 20, began playing the flute eight years ago and today is a passionate violin student. The young man, who was on the trip to Portugal, says he feels "butterflies in his stomach" every time he plays in public. Thiago sees music as an alternative for teenagers and children in his community. "Sometimes you find people in the street who have incredible talent, and if they invested in it, it would give that person a future. I think the hope here is the children." 

Another member of the orchestra, Luiz Fernando da Conceição, 20, was raised by his grandmother until he was 14 years old. Since then, he has been living alone in Grota and has had to work, which has limited his musical development. But the difficulties haven't impeded his love of music. "I've had to quit several times because of work, since I live alone and have to support myself. But I can't stop anymore. When I do, it's as if I stopped eating," he says. 
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	Daiana Constâncio (17) –after seeing the orchestra play, Daiana started to attend classes at the institute.
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Luiz Fernando says he finds the audience the most fulfilling. "It's so good to see people watching, feeling the same thing you are, and to leave and hear, 'Congratulations, it was beautiful, I love what you are doing,'" he says. 

Three of the youths who are most advanced are sons of a luthier, Jonas Caldas, who has a workshop where he restores and crafts instruments in Largo da Batalha, near the Grota community. Even though Jonas makes basses, violas, violoncellos and violins, he doesn't play any of the instruments. His sons, Walther and Wagner, twins who are 20, and Felipe, 18, grew up watching their dad make violins, just like the ones they play today. They started studying music when they were about 10 years old with a Bolivian teacher who gave them classes in exchange for getting her instruments fixed at their father's shop. After dropping music for a time, Felipe, the youngest of three brothers, now wants to be a professional musician. "I really want to stick to music. I am afraid I might have to stop to do something else because music is very good, it is peaceful," he says. 

Also like Thiago, Luiz Fernando and the brothers Caldas, the majority of the students at Reciclarte have always lived in the Grota community. But the work also attracts students from other Niterói neighborhoods. Daiana Constâncio, for example, is a resident of Fonseca. After seeing a performance of the musicians from Grota, she became interested in the project. She started studying flute and later learned a string instrument. By playing with Reciclarte, she has already performed in several places, among them the Municipal Theater and the Museum of Contemporary Art. Daiana became an example for her family. "Watching me practice at home, my brother also became interested. He started to study the violoncello two years and has also performed several times." 

The Teacher 

Born in Guaratinguetá, São Paulo, Márcio was raised in Taubaté, moving to Niterói in 1972. Otávia, his mother, wanted her children to learn music, but Márcio wasn't interested. After his move, he ended up studying music and singing in a chorus. He never stopped again. Today he says, "I live music." 

Márcio points out the importance of music for young people to build self-esteem. "Music is a challenge, and a pleasure. It helps people find their place in society. Many people say that art doesn't offer a financial return. But there is an aspect of socialization, for them to get together." 

Today Márcio gives classes at Grota do Surucucu with his wife, Lenora, and another two teachers, Fabio Almeida and Fred Lycurgo, in addition to the help from teaching assistants who are members s of the orchestra.
By Thiago Rodrigues
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