Scholars’ Latino Initiative—Case for Support 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our Mission is to encourage and educate the next generations of Latino/a leadership in North Carolina.
To that end, we

impart skill sets that prepare Latino/a high school students for Advance Placement courses and exams as well as entry exams (SATs and ACTs), the results of which considerably influence decisions on college admissions and scholarship eligibility


organize cultural enrichment programs and early college classes


promote the values and virtues of community service, which develop the qualities of leadership and citizenship as well as structure opportunities for sustained public service during our SLI students’ high school careers, service which will help them become responsible citizens and compelling candidates for college admissions and aid

benefit students of all races in under-sourced communities, increasing their enthusiasm for higher education with programs designed and implemented by college undergraduates 
SLI’s programs for diligent, disciplined, resourceful Latino/a high school students may be all that keeps them from contributing to a permanent underclass. SLI’s undergraduate mentors and their associates from our college campuses work with Initiative high school students for three years. Together with college educators, community leaders, and guests, the mentors and their project director offer extra academic assistance, promote habits and skills that make participants compelling candidates for college admission and aid, discuss candidly the challenges of higher education, and develop qualities of--and opportunities for participants to demonstrate--citizenship, service, and leadership.  The college faculty coordinator presides over an early college course required of SLI high school students, a course with assignments that put current controversies about immigration in the context of others’ experiences with cultural, racial, ethnic, and religious diversity.
The Scholars’ Latino Initiative is the first comprehensive college preparatory program to address the needs of foreign born and first generation Latino/a students in the public high schools where resources have been sorely tested by recent, rapid demographic changes. Undergraduate mentors, along with their faculty and staff colleagues, inspire our high school participants to dream and help them to realize their dreams of higher education.      

