PSORIASIS TREATMENT AND RESOURCE CENTER 
Summary

There are no enough dermatologists and skin clinics in Kenya. Each year Africa Psoriasis Organization (APSO) conducts free health camps to facilitate access to correct diagnosis and treatment of psoriasis and other skin diseases to poor families in slums and rural areas. To make our program sustainable and benefit a larger population, Africa Psoriasis Organization will start a Psoriasis Treatment and Resource Center in Nairobi. The center will provide proper diagnosis and treatment to poor families affected by psoriasis and other skin diseases. It will also provide important data and information for use in research and disease management.
What is the issue, problem, or challenge?

Psoriasis, a disease affecting more than 1 million Kenyans is considered rare. There is no effort to provide specialized diagnosis and treatment. There are only 30 dermatologists in Kenya which makes access to proper diagnosis and treatment difficult. At Africa Psoriasis Organization, it is common to encounter cases of individuals who struggle for over 5 years before knowing they suffer from psoriasis. Proper treatment is hard to get because proper drugs are expensive and non – available.  Study shows that hopelessness and stigmatization make those affected abandon their livelihood. Affected Children keep changing schools and eventually drop out. No reliable data exist for use in research and disease management.
How will this project solve this problem?

Psoriasis and other skin diseases Treatment Center will have full time dermatologists / skin care specialists and all medicines. Diagnosis and treatment will be provided free of charge to first time patients. Those diagnosed with psoriasis will continue to be assisted through Africa Psoriasis Organization's Patient's Assistance Program. The Program assists psoriasis patients with education to encourage and improve self care, reduce stigmatization and increase understanding. Reliable resource will be available for research and disease management.
Potential Long Term Impact

The Treatment center will reduce cases of undiagnosed and untreated patients in Kenya by 100%. Through Psoriasis Patients Assistance program, patients and public understanding about psoriasis will be increased, stigmatization will be reduced and improvement of livelihood of people affected by psoriasis and other skin diseases will be realized. Increased school completion rate among school children suffering from psoriasis and other chronic skin diseases will be realized. The center will support research for cure.
