PAGE  
2

MARY MOTHER OF PEACE-MEDJUGORJE CHARITY, Inc.

 8617 Irvington Avenue, Bethesda, MD20817-3603, USA; Tel 1 301 530 5416

  Fax 1 301 530 3422; E-mail: mmpcharity@rcn.com  ; Web: www.mmpcharity.org
NEW POST-TSUNAMI UPDATE AND APPEAL
Project:  Tsunami Recovery in Five Coastal Villages, India
St. Joseph House for tsunami affected girl students in Santhome, Tamil Nadu

Budget gap needed for 2006-2007 school year: US$ 7,700
Implementing agency: Mary Mother of Peace-Medjugorje Charity in partnership with Jesus Youth in Kochi and Chennai
Resilience of survivors is inspiring.  Two years after the tsunami, we are filled with hope, as we help people in India rebuild their homes, their lives and their livelihoods. There is much reason to be hopeful, even grateful, as we move forward. The stories of the resilience of the survivors of the tsunami are inspiring. One example among many others, which has been successful so far and needs immediate additional support in 2006-2007 to ensure sustainable results, is St. Joseph House for tsunami affected girl students in Santhome, Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
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What happened? The Tsunami of December 2004 has affected the lives of the under privileged who resided in Tidir Nadar, Dooming Nagar and Srinivasapuram along the coastal area near the giant city of Chennai.   The Tamil Nadu government relocated victim families to an overcrowded and unsafe relief camp in Turaipakkam far away from the city and this makes it impossible for students to go to their school every day in the Santhome district of Chennai (3 hours commuting, and no money to pay the bus). 

Helping 25 girls finish school.  Among these displaced students, 25 girls have been studying in St Raphael’s Girls Higher Secondary School, Santhome, Chennai.  Ms. Backiamary, a lay-person and social worker, decided to help them by opening “St Joseph’s Hostel for Tsunami Affected Students” and reach out to the most vulnerable after the tsunami hit Southern India.        The premises she calls “hostel” is one big room 
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where the girls sleep on simple individual straw mats they lay down every night on a cement floor. There is a rustic but clean bathroom. She rented the facility at the second floor of a two-floor building sheltering battered women on the first floor. Facilities are located directly opposite to St Raphael’s Girls Higher Secondary School. Ms. Backiamary provides food and boarding to the girls who can on occasion visit their parents at the relief camp for a weekend. The girls have buckets with water to shower everyday. A pump is bringing water through a tank replenished with a truck once a week. They do the cleaning chores of the room. 

Poor girls of all faiths are radiating joy. The house is helping the students get access to education in a safe environment and enable them to overcome natural calamities with a fighting spirit.  From these 25 girls we met –their smiling faces were radiating joy-- many are of the 10th to 12th standard school levels and a few of the lower levels.  
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All these students are from very poor families.  Some are fatherless and the mothers work as domestic workers. They are from the three main religious groups in this part of India: Hindus, Catholics and Muslims.  Now the students spend more time on their studies because they save 3 hours of travel time each day and they can study after school since they are homed in a facility with electricity – that is not available in their family shelters.

Financial support bears fruit. Ms. Backiamary got 90% of her funding from Caritas tsunami relief fund (now exhausted) for the school year in 2005 and we took over from Caritas in March 2006.  New funding is needed for the 2006-2007 school year to help these girls complete their studies.  In the context of our tsunami recovery project we have already allocated some funding to the boarding house, and provided 25 desks and a few benches ($900) for the students to do their homework in a more comfortable way.  They were sitting on the cement floor and sleep on their straw mats directly on that floor. We want now to ensure the girls can finish their school compulsory program and get their degree. Ms. Backiamary is very prudent managing scarce resources. She needs financial help to pay the house updated monthly expenses of about $950/month this school year.  The girls’ families are asked to give a symbolic monetary participation when possible.  
Operational Budget for 2006-2007 school year: US$ 11,400
  Out of which US$3,700 is available, and US$ 7,700 is urgently needed
Thank you for making a difference in the life of these young girls now.
MMP-MC is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit charity dedicated to bringing assistance in the form of food, shelter, money, educational training and medical and psychological assistance to children, refugees and suffering people at home and overseas.  Donations are tax exempt and will be directly and entirely dedicated to the financing of the house for tsunami affected girl students in Chennai.  For further information you may contact Claudine at mmpcharity@rcn.com.  MMP-MC participates in the CFC under # 7825. Corporate sponsors, for more project details see Global Giving Foundation web site for post-tsunami rebuilding at:  http://www.globalgiving.com/pr/1600/proj1555a.html .  Thank you for your support.

