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Circo Baixada is a project of a psychosocial nature that views the re-integration of the children and adolescents in situations of street/at-risk with their families and communities as a priority. The articulation of an inter-institutional network is viewed as a way of fostering complementary actions, with the objective of the project being the guarantee of rights of the child and adolescent. 

Through actions that value the child and his individual accomplishments, the children develop their competencies and abilities. It’s through the art-education activities that children are able to develop those skills, in a self-discovery process. The families of these children are also assisted individually or in groups. Formative and social actions complete the activities in which the Circo Baixada works. 
Circo Baixada is a pioneering experience of the Social Circus, at the Baixada Fluminense. The appreciation of listening, care and team work promotes family and community integration and social participation from these young citizens.   

Circo Baixada works in Municipio de Queimados, Baixada Fluminense, since 2002.  The project works with 180 children and youth at risk per month and also with their families. The project has a psychosocial nature, aimed at the family and toward community integration. Further, the project also tries to strengthen the governmental and non-governmental actors in Queimados, with the goal of promoting the guarantee of the rights of the child and youth. The project is based in a pedagogical and recreational strategy, striving to prevent child labor and harmful street life in Queimados. During 2005, the project served 250 children and youth with activities in five circus tents. 

Project Partners:

· Foundation Terre des homes

· Foundation La Caixa

· Queimado’s City Hall

· Associação Curumins

Project’s accomplishments:
· In 2005, 97% of the 250 children that participated in the project were enrolled in the public schools and 100% participated in at least one performance. 

· In 2005, from the 102 families that participated in the project 95% are participating in projects of social inclusion (PETI e Bolsa Família
)
· Circo Baixada is a member of the Municipal Council of Social Assistance of Queimados.

· Circo Baixada promotes its work to other municipalities of Baixada Fluminese, through the participation in the Forum of Entities React Baixada.

Project “Crescendo com os Jovens Educadores” (Growing Young Educators)
· The project expects to contribute to the development of art educators and benefit 1,000 people with at least 5 presentations during 2007 in Queimados and at Baixada Fluminense. 

Project’s Goal

· Develop 15 young art-educators, promoting empowerment by creating various group performances throughout the community. The project also plans to benefit the community through cultural presentations and raise awareness on the issues regarding street children.

Specific Goals

· Give the youth technical training.

· Promote discussion on issues such as citizenship, health, drugs and work.

· Prepare the adolescents for performances.

· Create an autonomous and self-sustainable artistic company, through the creation of performances. 

Beneficiaries

· -Adolescents between 14 and 17 years old

· -The criteria to participate in the project are: to be enrolled in school, attend 75% of the projects classes and know at least two art and circus techniques.

· -The indirect beneficiaries are the population of Queimados and Baixada Fluminense

Proposed Budget:
	Circus Material
	Cost

	15 Balancing Balls 
	$ 1090.00

	20 Chinese Juggling Dishes
	$ 160.00

	3 Sets of Stilts 
	$ 240.00

	2 Unicycles 
	$ 379.00

	30 Juggling Pins
	$ 550.00

	Painting floor of tent (labor and materials) 
	$ 660.00

	
	

	Total
	$ 3079.00

	
	

	*Furnishings
	Cost

	Wardrobe Closet
	$ 300.00

	Window Gates (labor and materials) 
	$ 790.00

	
	

	Total 
	$1090.00


*Furnishings paid for by Dreams Can Be Foundation 
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� PETI  (Programa de Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil – Program for the Eradication of Child Labor)  and  Bolsa Família – a federal government project that offers stipends to families that keep their children in school and out of child labor. 
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