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The newspaper of Silicon Valley

Local Footgolf comes
to Poplar Creek. B1

By Marisa Kendall
mkendall@mercurynews.com

Venture capitalists raised
more money last quarter than
they have in 10 years, even as
they pulled back on what was
once a whirlwind of spending.

VC firms in the U.S. raised
about $12 billion during the first
three months of 2016 for future
investments — a high the indus-
try hasn’t seen since the second
quarter of 2006, according to
data from Thomson Reuters
and the National Venture Capi-
tal Association. The peak comes

Stockpiling capital

VCs enjoying
best quarter
in a decade
Firms stockpiled cash in first 3 months of
2016 while tightening reins on funding

RAISING
CASH

$12.1
billion
Venture
capitalists
squeezed that
amount into
969 deals
during the
first three
months of this
year, down 30
percent from
a high in the
second quarter
of 2015.
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By Paul Rogers
progers@mercurynews.com

In what may be an ominous
sign for the end of the drought,
the El Niño that brought North-
ern California its wettest win-
ter in five years is continuing
to weaken and appears to be
giving way to its atmospheric

sibling — La Niña.
The shift in Pacific Ocean

temperatures could mean a
drier-than-normal winter is
ahead, especially in already
parched Southern California,
where La Niña conditions have
historically had the most im-
pact.

On Thursday,  the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration  issued a La Niña
watch for the first time since
May 2012. Scientists at NOAA
and Columbia University said
that there is a 71 percent chance
of La Niña conditions being
present in the Pacific Ocean by
November, up from 57 percent
a month ago.

“At this point, odds favor the
development of La Niña by the
fall,” said Mike Halpert, deputy
directorofNOAA’s Climate Pre-

Sports Sharks turn back Kings for
4-3 Game 1 victory in L.A. C1

Nation Clinton, Sanders
clash in NY debate.A4

A+E  ‘The Jungle Book’ a beautiful
movie for a new generation. E1

California’s drought

Gulp: La Niña on horizon
Shift in ocean temps a sign that wet winter
was just a blip, and water woes aren’t over

By Daniel Brown
dbrown@mercurynews.com

OAKLAND — A few years
ago, when Stephen Curry was
merely a good player with bad
ankles, a charity called Noth-
ing But Nets struck a deal with
the promising Warriors point
guard.

Curry agreed to send three
malaria-preventing mosquito
nets to Africa for every 3-
pointer he made.

It worked out beyond their
wildest dreams — a swish come
true.

“This is like the Kardashi-
ans giving you three nets every

Nothing But Nets

Curry scores for kids
Star’s 3-pointers mean malaria-preventing mosquito nets for African villages

By Patrick May
pmay@mercurynews.com

AMC Entertainment CEO Adam Aron quickly
found out on Thursday what many of his patrons
think about the possibility of allowing texting at
his movie theaters.

Two thumbs down.
Aron thinks allowing cellphones during mov-

ies would be a good way to bring in more millen-
nials. “You can’t tell a 22-year-old to turn off their
cellphone, ” he told Variety magazine this week.

Horror scene

Texting during
a movie? Two
thumbs way down
Patrons pan idea by executive of cinema
chain to allow cellphone use in theaters

GROWING
CHANCE

71%
Updated
chance of
La Niña
conditions
being present
in the Pacific
Ocean by
November.

57%
Chances one
month ago.

PATRICK TEHAN/STAFF

Kate Bodily, 4, of Livermore, frolics in runoff from So-
quel Creek at Capitola Beach as beachgoers enjoy
last week’s unusually warm, summerlike weather.

STUART RAMSON/NOTHING BUT NETS

Stephen Curry has fun with children at Nyarugusu Refugee Camp in Tanzania, where he helped distribute 38,000 malaria-
preventing mosquito nets in August 2013. There were 62,000 cases of malaria amid a population of 68,000 at the camp.

“This is
like the
Kardashians
giving you
three nets
every time
they take a
selfie. This
guy takes un-
selfies.”

— Sports
writer Rick
Reilly, who

co-founded the
campaignCORENTIN FOHLEN/UNHCR VIA NOTHING BUT NETS

Zabay Furaha and her daughter sit beneath an anti-malaria net at
the Nakivale Refugee Settlement in Uganda in March 2015.

See Drought on Page 8

See Nets on Page 8 See Texting on Page 8

WEATHER
Sunny. High: 61-75 Low: 41-51
Full weather report on Page B12
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Around the Valley

Some very big
names in Silicon
Valley — including
Facebook  Chief
Operating Officer
Sheryl Sand-
berg and former
eBay CEO John
Donahoe — have
teamed up with Second
Harvest Food Bank to keep
kids from going hungry in
one of the nation’s wealthi-
est regions.

The Stand Up for Kids
campaign has an ambitious
goal of raising $7 million
to end childhood hunger in
Silicon Valley.

“Education is the key to
earning a decent living, but
hunger is depriving kids of
a good education, and the
cycle of poverty continues,”

Kathy Jackson,
CEO of Second
Harvest Food
Bank of Santa
Clara and San
Mateo Counties,
said. “We have
enlisted the sup-
port of local tech

leaders because too many
kids aren’t getting enough
to eat right here in Silicon
Valley. When kids get the
nutritious food they need,
they are better prepared to
learn. They have the energy
to pursue their dreams.”

Joining Sandberg and
John Donahoe as the
campaign’s co-chairs are
Eileen Donahoe, director
of global affairs for Human
Rights Watch, Facebook
Chief Technology Of-

ficer Mike Schroepfer
and technologist Erin
Hoffmann. Dollars raised
through the campaign
will help Second Harvest
expand its programs that
keep kids fed during the
school year and summer.

Sounds like the right
kind of smart team to
tackle a problem this big.
And it’s not as if they
don’t have motivation. As
Sandberg said in a release
announcing the campaign,
“Those challenges affect all
of us and have the potential
to rob our future workforce
of great minds. There are
so many things about the
world we can’t change. This
is something we can.”

THE SHOW GOES ON: Bad
news for music lovers who

were looking forward to
hearing Nelson Goerner
perform at De Anza Col-
lege on Saturday for the
Steinway Society of the
Bay Area. The Argentine
classical pianist developed
an inner ear infection that
forced him to cancel his
entire California tour.

However, there is
some good news, and it is
that Israeli-born Roman
Rabinovich, an interna-
tional star in his own right,
will be filling in. The 7:30
p.m. program at De Anza’s
Visual and Performing Arts
Center includes selections
by Haydn, Beethoven and
Schumann, as well as the
California premiere of
Michael Brown’s Surfaces.
Get ticket information at

www.steinwaysociety.com.
RUNNING TRIBUTE: Jo-

seph and Emily La Scola
of Saratoga lost their son,
Joseph Harold La Scola,
to a fatal brain aneurysm
on his 50th birthday last
September. But the couple
found a fitting tribute for
the avid runner by starting
a fundraising team for this
Saturday’s Spring Forward
5K/10K run, benefiting
Catholic Charities of Santa
Clara County.

The event starts at the
Milpitas headquarters of
sponsor SanDisk and will
continue onto the Coyote
Creek Trail. Online regis-
tration is closed, but there
will be volunteers register-
ing runners on-site starting
at 6:30 a.m. Saturday . Go to

www.springforward5k10 k.
com for more details. And
if you want to join Team
Joseph, I’m sure the La
Scolas would be happy to
have more runners and
donors on their son’s side.

INSTANT REPLAY: I got
my weekend days mixed
up when I wrote about the
Fun & Sports with Friends
event taking place at the
Addison-Penzak JCC. The
sports day for kids with
special needs and their
families is on Sunday from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Contact Sal Pizarro at
spizarro@mercurynews.
com. Follow him
at Facebook.com/
mercurynews.aroundtown
and Twitter.com/spizarro.

AROUND TOWN
SAL PIZARRO

By Jason Green
jgreen@mercurynews.com

SAN MATEO — A six-
month-long investigation
into a group of gang mem-
bers and their associates
culminated Wednesday in
the arrest of three men on
weapons charges, including
possession of a shuriken,
otherwise known as a throw-
ing star, according to police.

The San Mateo Police
Department’s crime reduc-

tion unit headed the op-
eration, with help from the
gang intelligence unit and
the San Mateo County Nar-
cotics Task Force.

Police said the  reputed
gang members and their as-
sociates were suspected of
being involved in the sale of
narcotics and firearms.

On Wednesday, the
North County Regional
SWAT Team served four
warrants in San Mateo,
ultimately arresting 28-

year-old Emosi Paasi and
23-year-olds Uatesoni Paasi
and Darryl Winchester.

Two handguns and a .22-
caliber rifle modified to look
like an assault weapon were
seized, along with illegal
high-capacity magazines,
ammunition and bladed
weapons, according to po-
lice. Evidence of burglary
and prescription drug fraud
also was recovered.

Police said the Paasis
were arrested on suspicion

of being felons in possession
of ammunition, and Win-
chester was arrested linked
to possession of the follow-
ing: a simulated firearm, a
shuriken, an extended mag-
azine, stolen property and a
controlled substance.

The investigation is con-
tinuing and the trio could
be charged with additional
crimes, according to police.

Contact Jason Green at 408-
920-5006.

San Mateo gang probe

Three arrested on illegal weapons charges

Big names joining food bank campaign

By Rick Hurd
rhurd@bayareanewsgroup.com

FREMONT — A
collection of more than
two-dozen bronze bars
featuring different Dis-
ney characters turned
up during a recent in-
vestigation, and Fre-
mont police have turned
to social media to find
the owner.

The images of Don-
ald Duck, Peter Pan
and Pluto were found
wrapped in plastic by
detectives investigat-
ing a burglary, Fremont
police spokeswoman
Officer Geneva Bosques
said.

Police did not imme-
diately say what bur-
glary they were inves-
tigating or whether the
bars were taken from

the specific case being
investigated.

“We believe there’s
a strong likelihood
they were stolen from
someone,” Bosques
said. “We’re looking for
somebody who was a
victim of a burglary and
lost these items.”

The small rectan-
gular bars also feature
Elvis Presley, the Lone
Ranger and Zorro. The
Fremont Police Depart-
ment posted images of
27 bars on its Facebook,
Twitter and Pinter-
est pages. A value for
the keepsakes was not
given.

Anyone with infor-
mation about the bars
or the owner is urged to
call Fremont police at
510-790-6000 or email
lostandfound@fremont.
gov.

Contact Rick Hurd
at 925-945-4789 and
follow him at Twitter.
com/3rdERH.

Social media search

Officers discover
Disney collectibles
Police seek owner of
bronze bars found
in robbery probe

Saratoga High presents ‘Guys and Dolls’
The Saratoga High School theater department will
present the musical “Guys and Dolls” at 7:30 p.m.
April 22, 23, 29 and 30 and at 2 p.m. April 24 at the
McAfee Center for Performing Arts, 20300 Herriman
Ave., Saratoga.
Tickets, at $15 for general admission and $10 for
students and seniors, are available at
www.saratogahigh.org and at the door.

School scene

CAMPBELL
200 block of Harrison
Avenue, late April 7
Tools were stolen from an
unlocked truck in a parking
lot.

500 block of East Mc-
Glincy Lane, late
April 7 Someone broke
into a couple of company
trucks.

800 block of North Cen-
tral, late April 7 Someone
entered a vehicle and stole
paperwork.

1600 block of South Bas-
com Avenue, late April 6
Two males smashed the
window of a business and
stole a cash register and
two bank bags containing
$500.

1300 block of South Bas-
com Avenue, 11:38 p.m.
April 6 A juvenile stole two
bottles of beer.

FREMONT
Laurel Glen Common,
4:30-9:30 p.m. April 5
Someone entered a resi-
dence through a rear door
and stole jewelry, purses 
and camera equipment.

Fremont Boulevard,
April 5 Police were dis-
patched to The Hub for a
vehicle burglary that had
just occurred and made an
arrest. Officers say they’re

still searching for another
involved in the burglary.

Tupelo Street, 1:30 p.m.
April 5 Video surveillance
captured a package being
stolen at a residence.

Thornton Avenue, April
5 A 41-year-old male pe-
destrian was arrested for
indecent exposure.

4800 block of Thornton
Avenue, April 5 A storage
locker was broken into.

4800 block of Davenport
Place, April 5 Someone
burglarized a business.
Two similar incidents oc-
curred on Clipper Court.

PALO ALTO
100 block of El Camino
Real, 7:19 p.m. April 7
A vehicle’s window was
smashed and property
was stolen. Three similar
incidents occurred nearby
30 minutes earlier.

3600 block of East
Bayshore Road, 4:09
p.m. April 7 Someone
shattered a car window
and stole items.

300 block of University
Avenue, 5:44 p.m. April 7
Cosmetics were stolen.

See more blotter items
at www.mercurynews.
com/crime-courts.

Police blotter
Crime news from selected cities.

DEAR JOAN: At this time
of the year in our area, the
returning Anna’s humming-
birds are very active. I start
to go through two feeders
a day.

The very aggressive and
fun-to-
watch
Rufous
hummers
also are re-
turning and
in a month,
I’ll be up to
four feed-
ers per day.
This goes

on until about November.
I often find small grayish

spiders on the feeders when
I take them in to clean and
refill. I assume they are
hitchhiking on the hummers
because I don’t find any
spider silk in the area. Is this
plausible? I take them back
outside.

George Badger
Soquel

DEAR GEORGE: That’s an
interesting idea, but it would
be akin to a ground squir-
rel hitching a ride on the
back of a coyote. Hummers

eat insects, including small
spiders.

What I think is more
likely is that they are jump-
ing spiders, which hunt their
prey. A number of insects
are attracted to the sweet
nectar, and it could be the
spiders are taking their
chances with the hummers
to search out tasty insects
on the feeders.

Returning them to the
great outdoors is a kindness.
They do far better outside
than in.

DEAR JOAN: Last August,
the quail I named “Dan and
Marilyn” appeared. A few
days later, 20 to 30 were on
the lawn.

I put out a pan of fresh
water daily, bird seed, even
got cracked corn. After  six
to seven weeks, they disap-
peared.

Last week, a single quail
appeared. Every morning
he or she comes to eat. I
am setting a great table for
them again; however, I only
see the one. Will more re-
turn? They are so charming.

Sharron Calundan
Hillsborough

DEAR SHARRON: It’s
unusual to see just one
quail hanging out as these
are very social birds, but it
might be a young male look-
ing for a mate.

Because you’ve had good
luck in the past with them
visiting your yard, chances
are good they will return.
Quail tend to stay in the
same area unless forced to
move on.

DEAR JOAN: Awhile ago
I read that adding cayenne
pepper to the bird food will
keep squirrels away and,
at the same time, will not
bother the birds.

Always happy to hope-
fully find another solution to
keep the little cute critters
away from our finch feeder
with nyjer seeds, we tried it
and it worked, but only for
a while. After a few months
we noticed that the squir-
rels are not irritated by the
cayenne any more and feed
on the nyjer seed as if there
is no tomorrow.

We cannot believe it. For
sure we will not waste any
more cayenne. Do you have
an explanation and another

tip to feed the birds and not
the squirrels?

Patty Gehringer
Bay Area

DEAR PATTY: It may just
be that the pepper isn’t
adhering to the seed like it
did originally. Nyjer can get
a little dry as it ages.

You can try a commercial
product, although I don’t
know of any infused nyjer
seed. There are other types
of seed, however, that are
coated in hot pepper.

Other ideas would be a
free-standing pole with a
baffle below the feeder to
keep them from climbing up
the pole, or a dome above
hanging feeders. You also
can get a feeder that has
a shield that drops down
when a squirrel hops on.
The squirrel’s weight trig-
gers the action, preventing
access to the food.

Contact Joan Morris at
jmorris@bayareanewsgroup.
com. Follow her at Twitter.
com/AskJoanMorris.
Read more of her Animal
Life columns at www.
mercurynews.com/animal-life.

Spiders rolling the dice in hunt for food

Jazmyne Evans, of Richmond, practices some rhythms Wednesday for an upcoming drumming competition
at the marina in Richmond. Check the forecast on B12 to see if the outdoor percussion weather holds.

One frame

Bang the drum slowly
KRISTOPHER SKINNER/STAFF

JOAN MORRIS
ANIMAL LIFE
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