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By Aaron Kinney
and Mark Gomez

Staff writers
SAN FRANCISCO — 

Break out the bubbly, San 
Francisco. This is only your
second driest winter in re-
corded history.

A massive storm
streaked the Bay Area with
rain Friday, bogging down 
commutes from Oakland to
San Jose and knocking out 
power to more than 55,000 
PG&E customers. It also 
provided the parched re-
gion a symbolic victory: San 
Francisco will not break its
1850-51 record for driest 

SAN JOSE UNDERPASS FLOODS

Rain, wind, thieves
throttle commute 

SAN FRANCISCO
Storm’s rainfall
washes S.F. past 
record totals of
1850-51 winter

By Mike Rosenberg
mrosenberg@mercurynews.com

SAN JOSE — Just what 
does it take for a San Jose 
freeway to flood, messing 
up the morning commute
as it did Friday? Some tena-
cious thieves, a whole lot of
rain and a bit of bad luck.

As the storm poured
more than an inch of rain
onto the Guadalupe River
in downtown San Jose
overnight, a small pond
began to rise on the adja-
cent Highway 87. By about
4 a.m., it was so bad that
southbound cars couldn’t
get through the Taylor 
Street underpass and the
California Highway Patrol
had to keep at least the 
right-hand slow lane closed
for about 10 hours.

It turns out that hours 
earlier, thieves in the area
had dug more than a foot
underground and broken 
through a box that was
welded shut to steal copper
wire from the pump station

GRIDLOCK CRIME
Copper thieves
bust pump station,
swamping Taylor 
Street underpass

ONLINE EXTRA
Scan this code 
to view a photo 
gallery, or go to 
http://photos.

mercurynews.com.
To read more news about
the drought, go to www.mer-
curynews.com/drought.

By Mike Rosenberg
mrosenberg@mercurynews.com

SAN JOSE — After years of intense 
fighting, the city and its employee 
unions are discussing a settlement of 
at least parts of a pension battle that 
has divided San Jose over key issues 
ranging from taxpayer costs to police 
staffing.

The settlement talks over Measure 
B pension reforms, disclosed Friday, 
have an outside shot of ending a land-
mark court clash that leaders across 
the country are watching as similar
pension feuds bubble up from coast 
to coast. And the results of the nego-
tiations could have major implications
in this year’s crowded race to replace 
outgoing Mayor Chuck Reed.

MEASURE B REFORMS

Possible
break in
pension
standoff
In first sign of cooperation,
leaders from city, unions
hold series of meetings

GARY REYES/STAFF

Caltrans workers struggle with water that flooded several lanes of Highway 87 beneath Taylor Street in San Jose on Friday.

DAN HONDA/STAFF

A woman detours around a fallen tree on Niles 
Boulevard during a morning stroll in Fremont on Friday.

Source: National Weather Service

Wet, but not wet enough
February’s rainfall, though only average,
accounts for much of the Bay Area’s rain 
season so far. Here’s a look at rain totals 
Friday and season to date vs. normal to date.

Precipitation in inches
15.53

11.32

15.72
18.07

Oakland ConcordSan
Jose

Normal
to date

Season
to date

Rain totals 
Friday as
of 4 p.m.

February

0.78
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*So far this season 

Beating
the record

1850-51 7.42"
2013-14* 7.92”
1975-76 7.95"
1897-98 9.38"
1863-64 10.08"
1958-59 10.46"

Friday’s rainfall
has pushed San 
Francisco's
seasonal rainfall 
high enough to
mean that this 
rainfall season
will NOT be the
record driest.

See FLOOD, Page 12

See PENSION, Page 11
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SEVASTOPOL, Ukraine — Armed 
men described as Russian troops took
control of key airports 
in Crimea on Friday 
and Russian trans-
port planes fl ew into
the strategic region, 
Ukrainian offi cials said, 
an ominous sign of the 
Kremlin’s iron hand 
in Ukraine. President 
Barack Obama bluntly 
warned Moscow “there will be costs”
if it intervenes militarily.

The sudden arrival of men in mili-
tary uniforms patrolling key strategic 
facilities prompted Ukraine to accuse 
Russia of a “military invasion and oc-

UKRAINE UNREST

Obama
tells Russia
to back off
Armed men take strategic 
positions around Crimea

Yanukovych 

SEAN GALLUP/GETTY IMAGES

 Soldiers,  wearing no identifying 
insignia, patrol outside  an airport in 
the Crimea region of the Ukraine.

See UKRAINE, Page 12
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Gov. Brown makes it official — he wants to be re-elected; but then what?LOCAL

Golden Sun 
Tours
(San Francisco)

50% off 
$34 for dim sum and 
Chinatown tour

gotdailydeals.com/sb

Curry’s triple-double, a year after scoring
54 points, lifts Warriors over Knicks SPORTS

GARDEN SPOT
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By Richard Scheinin
rscheinin@mercurynews.com 
SAN FRANCISCO

— Mahler’s Symphony No. 
3 commands our attention.
Don’t tune out or you will 
miss something extraordi-
nary: a vast upheaval in the 
orchestra that sounds like
a cosmological event, or ef-
fects more quietly evocative
of, say, a bird’s morning chir-
rups as a forest comes to life.

Completed in 1899,
Mahler’s longest symphony
(it lasts one hour and 40
minutes) was composed at
his mountain lake retreat in 
Steinbach, Austria, where
he tossed off a masterpiece 
each summer — his way of
relaxing after nine months
of conducting in Hamburg
or Vienna. Thursday at Da-
vies Symphony Hall, there 
was no relaxing for the San 
Francisco Symphony as 
Michael Tilson Thomas led

105 instrumentalists and 119 
choristers through a com-
manding performance of 
Symphony No. 3 in D minor.
It was eloquent, sharp-fo-
cused and cinematic.

Mahler flipped back and 
forth over whether to offer 
listeners a guide to the third 
symphony’s sequence of 
six movements: “What the 
Animals in the Forest Tell 
Me,” “What the Angels Tell 
Me” and so on. Ultimately, 
he scrapped the titles, yet
there’s really no getting 
around the imagery. For in-
stance, the first movement 
(which he once described 
as a “Bacchic procession”)
seems simultaneously to ex-
press euphoria and world-
weary desperation, while 
evoking the creation of a 
vast landscape.

Thursday, that open-
ing movement (“Part I” of
the score) clocked in at 35 

minutes, which is as long as 
Brahms’s third symphony in 
its entirety. Tilson Thomas 
and his sharpshooters were 
on it: eruptions and prowl-
ings of cellos and double 
basses; compressed quaver-
ings of high strings, pitched 
tight as a tourniquet; Black 

Forest fanfares from the
nine horns lining the mid-
ranks of the orchestra over 
on the right.

It was a collective drama 
fortified by superb solo state-
ments from trombonist Timo-
thy Higgins, trumpeter Mark 
Inouye, concertmaster Alex-
ander Barantschik. It ebbed 
and flowed, of course; this is 
Mahler, moving his all-see-
ing eye from one miniepisode 
to the next. From the weird 
nature calls of the clarinets 
(their bells pointed up and 
over their music stands) to 
the enormous tutti awaken-
ings and thunderclaps from 
the full orchestra, which at 
times generated a wavelike 
rhythmic effect that seemed 
to roll through the hall.

 Then came Part II, made 
up of the fi ve remaining
movements. The second 
movement, a minuet, is 
about the sound of the harp 

and the sweetness (quite
sentimental) of the swoon-
ing violins. There was virtu-
oso sectional playing by the 
strings here: light, bounding 
pizzicato and cleanly bowed, 
windswept lines.

The third movement’s 
centerpiece was the offstage 
solo by trumpeter Inouye. 
This so-called “posthorn” 
solo is like an extended Al-
pine folk song, set to a shiver 
of strings and then a mellow 
chorus of horns. Inouye’s 
performance was clear and
lovely; simple-sounding but 
hard to play.

And, ah, now it was time 
for soloist Sasha Cooke, the 
mezzo-soprano whose voice 
is like the “deep midnight” 
described in Nietzsche’s 
verse about joys “deeper still 
than the heart’s sorrows.” 
Set by Mahler above a sus-
tained pianissimo stillness
through the orchestra, the 

song (which constitutes the 
fourth movement) seemed 
to emerge from the edge of 
sleep. Cooke was exquisite:
dark pearl-tones and clear 
expressive diction.

The fifth movement de-
livered  the San Francisco 
Girls Chorus and women 
of the San Francisco Sym-
phony Chorus.

Theysangout: Bim! Bom! 
Bim! Bom!, and Mahler’s 
children’s song conveyed 
its innocence and devotion. 
Then it gave way to the fi -
nale, a 26-minute Adagio 
to be played “with great in-
ner feeling throughout,” the 
score instructs. And if there 
was occasional smudginess 
— a blurred chord in the 
low brass or horns — well, 
it was good to remember 
that this was a 100-minute 
performance that had quite 
miraculously transported 
us to Mahler’s world.

Mahler’s No. 3 transports us into an extraordinary world
SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY
Performing Mahler’s Sym-
phony No. 3
Michael Tilson Thomas, con-
ductor; with Sasha Cooke, 
mezzo-soprano; the San
Francisco Girls Chorus and
women of the San Francisco 
Symphony Chorus
When: 8 p.m. Saturday, 2
p.m.  Sunday
Where: Davies Symphony
Hall, 201 Van Ness Ave., San
Francisco
Tickets: $35-$186; 415-864-
6000, www.sfsympho ny.org

CONCERT REVIEW

By Paul Elias 
and Sudhin Thanawala 

Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO —

Three San Francisco police 
officers pleaded not guilty
Friday after being indicted
by federal grand juries.

A total of six current
and former officers were 
charged in two separate
indictments, with three
accused of taking money,
drugs, electronics and gift
cards seized during investi-
gations.

Among the items taken 
during a 2009 arrest was a
$500 Apple gift card, an in-
dictment states. Two days
later, former Officer Rey-
naldo Vargas, 45, of Palm
Desert used the card to buy
an iPhone and iPod Nano,
prosecutors said Thursday

The other suspects in
the thefts are Sgt. Ian Fur-
minger, 47, of Pleasant Hill
and Officer Edmond Robles, 
46, of Danville.

Marijuana was taken in 
another 2009 incident, ac-
cording to the indictment

that accuses Vargas of de-
livering the pot to two infor-
mants and asking them to
sell it and split the proceeds 
with him, Furminger and 
Robles.

All the indicted offi cers
have been suspended with-
out pay and had their guns 
taken away, police Chief 
Greg Suhr said shortly after
the indictments were an-
nounced.

“Our department is
shaken. This is as serious as 
an issue as I can recall in my 
time in the department,” 
said an emotional Suhr,
who has been with the de-
partment since 1981.

Suhr said federal author-
ities assured him the arrests
did not reflect a systemic 
problem in the department.

Furminger, Robles and 
Vargas each face counts of
drug conspiracy and drug 
distribution that each carries 
amaximum possible sentence 
of 20 years in prison and a $1
million fine. They also face a 
charge of civil rights conspir-
acy that carries a sentence of 
up to 10 years and a $250,000 
fine, and a federal program 
theft charge.

Vargas pleaded not
guilty Thursday and was

released on $50,000 bond. 
Furminger pleaded not 
guilty on Friday. Robles 
also appeared in court but 
needed an attorney and did 
not enter a plea.

In a separate indictment, 
three other defendants were
charged with civil rights 
violations that prosecutors 
said involve illegally enter-
ing hotel rooms and intimi-
dating occupants. 

The charges were based 
on surveillance footage 
from a hotel in the Tender-
loin neighborhood that was 
released by the city’s pub-
lic defender, Jeff Adachi, 
in 2011. Adachi claimed the 
videos of plainclothes of-
ficers contradicted police 
reports and sworn police 
testimony.

Officer Arshad Raz-
zak, 41, and Offi cer Rich-
ard Yick, 37, both of San 
Francisco; and Offi cer Raul 
Eric Elias, 44, of San Mateo 
each face three civil rights 
charges that carry possible 
penalties of up to 10 years in 
prison and a $250,000 fi ne. 
They pleaded not guilty on 
Friday.

The indictment did not
provide additional details 
about the searches.

However, a civil lawsuit 
filed by three occupants of 
Hotel Henry in 2012 claimed
Razzak, Elias, and three 
other offi cers got the hotel’s 
master key and forced their 
way into rooms without a 
search warrant or the oc-
cupants’ consent on two 
separate occasions. They 
searched the occupants and 
the room then made drug 
arrests, the lawsuit states. 

A judge concluded that 
video evidence contradicted 
the officers’ testimony, and 

criminal charges against the 
defendants were dismissed, 
the suit says. 

The defendants sued the 
arresting offi cers and po-
lice department. The board 
of supervisors approved a 
$150,000 settlement in De-
cember.

In the current case, Raz-
zak and Yick have also been 
charged with falsifying po-
lice reports.

None of the defendants 
in either indictment could
be reached for comment.

Martin Halloran, presi-
dent of the San Francisco
Police Offi cers Association, 
said in a statement that the 
indictments were appar-
ently based on the question-
able testimony of unreliable 
informant witnesses.

“However, we do under-
stand that these are none-
theless serious charges,” 
Halloran said. “It is impor-
tant to remember that the 
accused offi cers will have 
their day in court since fed-
eral grand juries only hear
one side of the story.”

Adachi said his clients 
had for years reported that 
their rights were being vio-
lated. 

“I commend the U.S. at-

torney for taking seriously 
the reports from ordinary 
citizens who had been hu-
miliated, stolen from and 
hurt by police offi cers sworn 
to protect them,” he said in 
a statement.

One of the videos Adachi 
released in 2011 shows two 
officers walking into a resi-
dential hotel empty-handed 
and leaving with bags that
Adachi said weren’t booked 
into evidence.

Allegations stemming 
from the released videos led 
to the dismissal of dozens of 
criminal cases.

The charges came after 
San Francisco District Attor-
ney George Gascon referred 
the investigation to federal 
authorities, citing a confl ict 
of interest. Gascon was the 
police chief at the time the al-
leged conduct occurred.

“I am relieved to know
that the offi cers have been 
indicted, after I referred 
the matter to federal au-
thorities,” Gascon said in a 
statement. “It is extremely 
disappointing that the of-
ficers violated the trust of
the community and tar-
nished the reputation of all 
the hardworking men and 
women in uniform.”

S.F. police officers plead not guilty in theft case
Three accused of
taking items seized 
in drug inquiries  

‘OUR DEPARTMENT IS SHAKEN’

JEFF CHIU/ASSOCIATED PRESS

San Francisco Police 
Chief Greg Suhr speaks
during a news conference 
at the Hall of Justice.

By Robert Salonga
rsalonga@mercurynews.com
SAN JOSE — The

emergency room at Valley
Medical Center was closed
for about an hour Friday
morning after a mysteri-
ous residue on a patient’s
clothes prompted a visit
from a hazardous mate-
rials crew, which found
nothing harmful, authori-
ties said.

A man was taken to the
hospital around 4:45 a.m.
after he claimed that he
had been sprayed with an
unknown chemical sub-
stance.

The emergency room 
staff realized only after he
entered that he had not
been decontaminated and
put him in an isolation room
where they applied warm
water and soap, hospital
spokeswoman Joy Alexiou
said.

Out of an “overabun-
dance of caution,” a hazmat
team from the San Jose

Fire Department was sum-
moned at 7:30 a.m. to ex-
amine the man’s clothing 
and areas with which he 
came into contact, Alexiou 
said.

While the facility was 
 swept, the emergency room 
was closed to ambulances 
and patients.

Fire Capt. Cleo Doss said 
thorough tests turned up no
trace of any harmful sub-
stance.

“We used every type of 
meter and testing we have,” 
Doss said.

Doss said the substance 

could have been something 
similar to spray paint or a 
component of the patient’s 
clothes that had broken 
down. Either way, whatever
it was had dissipated, Alex-
iou said.

No one reported any ill 
effects during the period 
in which the unknown sub-
stance was thought to have 
been exposed, Alexiou said. 
The patient is listed in fair 
condition.

Contact Robert Salonga at 
408-920-5002. Follow him at
Twitter.com/robertsalonga. 

Hazmat inquiry closes emergency room
Patient had 
mysterious residue
on his clothes

SAN JOSE

By Mary Gottschalk
mgottschalk@

bayareanewsgroup.com

While there are signs the
economy is on the upswing,
the “meal gap” in Santa
Clara and San Mateo coun-
ties grew by 4 percent over 
the past year.

Second Harvest Food 
Bank of Santa Clara and
San Mateo Counties and 
Santa Clara University
released the 2012 Hunger 
Index, which measures the
gap between how many
meals are needed for low-
income residents in the 
region to eat three meals a 
day and how many meals 
they are able to purchase
on their own or acquire
through such federal food
assistance programs as
CalFresh or local organiza-
tions like Second Harvest.

The difference between 
what they need and can af-
ford is the meal gap.

The 2012 Hunger Index
showsanestimated 823 meals 

were needed for all low-in-
comeresidents,buttheywere
able to afford enough food for 
only 422 million meals.

The numbers refl ect 
the most recent data that 
is available. The counties
operate on a fiscal year and 
have to wait for the num-
bers from the state.

Food assistance pro-
grams provided 197 million, 
leaving an estimated gap of 
204 million meals.

That’s 8 million more 

meals than 2011 meal gap.
CalFresh, or food stamps,

provided 54 percent of the
assisted meals, followed by 
Second Harvest Food Bank, 
which provided 19 percent, 
with the rest coming from 
other sources.

“What we saw this year 
is that the number of meals 
required hasn’t changed dra-
matically, but in the aggre-
gate, families are finding it 
difficult to keep up with food 
inflation and other factors,” 

said S. Andrew Starbird,
dean of SCU’s Leavey School 
of Business and co-creator of 
the Hunger Index.

“Second Harvest and 
the food assistance commu-
nity really stepped up their
efforts to meet a larger 
proportion of increased 
needs.”

The number of house-
holds earning less than 
$50,000 annually stayed 
stable at around 260,000 
families.

However, the California 
Budget Project sets the 
average annual income for 
a family of three to be eco-
nomically self-suffi cient lo-
cally at about $90,000.

“The high cost of living 
makes it diffi cult for local
families to put food on the 
table and with the improv-

ing economy, the cost of 
housing and other essentials 
is rising,” said Kathy Jack-
son, CEO of Second Harvest 
Food Bank.

“The number of people 
we serve jumped 50 per-
cent after the recession 
started and continues to 
edge up.”

‘Hunger index’ shows more people in need of meals
Low-income
residents lacking
food grows by 4%  

SANTA CLARA, SAN MATEO COUNTIES

Second
Harvest
Food Bank
volunteer
Ardys Sandell, 
left, looks up 
a clients card
number while 
Community
Programs
Coordinator 
Thuy Lee, 
center, and
volunteer
Maria Day get 
a bag of food
ready.

JACQUELINE 
RAMSEYER/
STAFF ARCHIVES
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