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SAN JOSE — When the 
woman said she didn’t want to 
stay home after arguing with 
her husband, the cop took her to 
a hotel.

He waited in the parking lot 
until a second offi cer left on an-
other call. Then, according to 
an allegation that has shaken 
the San Jose Police Department 
and public trust, patrolman 
Geoffrey Graves returned to the 
room, where he shed parts of his 
uniform but left on his bulletproof vest — and 
raped her.

‘IT’S VERY … DISTURBING’ 

On-duty
S.J. cop
accused
of rape 
Woman’s claim of hotel assault
rocks beleaguered police force

Graves
Released on
$100,000 
bail

See ARREST, Page 11

By Barbara Demick 
Los Angeles Times

BEIJING — The disappearance of Malay-
sia Airlines Flight MH370 grew more puzzling 
Tuesday as reports suggested the plane may 
have veered more than 300 miles west of its 
intended fl ight path toward Beijing and fl ew
lower and longer than previously thought. 

Although the fl ight from Kuala Lumpur to 
Beijing disappeared from civilian air traffi c
control screens at 1:30 a.m. Saturday, military
sources told the Malaysian press that it was 

MISSING AIRLINER

Malaysian jet
mystery grows
even deeper
Plane likely changed course but 
reports conflict on path, distance

By Dana Hull
dhull@mercurynews.com

With 2013 the driest year 
on record and 2014 possibly
worse, the devastation of
California’s drought is trick-
ling down to crops, fields,
farmers markets, grocery
stores — and the kitchen
table.

While it’s too early to

tell precisely how much
the drought will push up 
household grocery bills,
economists say consumers
can expect to pay more for
food later this year because
fewer acres of land are being
planted and crop yields are
shrinking.

Large grocery chains
have distribution networks

and can import produce 
from around the world to 
keep customers in every-
thing from cantaloupe to 
cauliflower, but experts say 
California’s smaller yields 
will inevitably lead to higher 
consumer prices here and 
elsewhere. Some consumers 
already are plotting ways to 
keep their food budgets un-

der control if there is a big 
spike in prices.

“The fi rst thing I would
cut back on is eating meat,” 
retired schoolteacher Sharon 
Jay, 66, said as she shopped 
for pears and asparagus at a 
Safeway in Oakland’s lower 
Rockridge neighborhood. 

CALIFORNIA’S WATER CRISIS

A fooddrought?

PATRICK TEHAN/STAFF

Jim Cochran of Swanton Berry Farm in Davenport predicts the state’s drought will result in a 20 percent increase
in the price of organic strawberries. “We’re not trying to make more money,” he says. “We’re trying to lose less.”

State likely will see lower crop yield — and higher grocery bills

ON THE MOVE
49ers trade pick for harassed Miami lineman MartinSPORTS

Kawakami: Just when you think it can’t get any worse for the
Oakland Raiders, it does after the first day of free agency  SPORTS

By Dana Hull
dhull@mercurynews.com

Tesla may be selling one of 
the world’s most acclaimed
automobiles, but it won’t be
selling them in New Jersey, 
the state declared Tuesday, 
escalating a noisy nation-
wide political brawl over the 
company’s sales model.

The New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission unani-
mously ordered Palo Alto-
based Tesla Motors to close 
its two stores in the state
April 1. Tesla has sold more
than 600 Model S sedans in 
the state since those stores
opened a year ago, but the 
commission said the com-
pany is violating a New Jer-
sey statute that prohibits 
auto manufacturers from

DIRECT SALES TO CONSUMERS

New Jersey to Tesla: Fuggedaboutit
Electric-car maker
ordered to shut down
its two stores in state 

RICK BOWMER/ASSOCIATED PRESS ARCHIVES

Tesla has sold more than 600 Model S sedans at mall 
showrooms in New Jersey, but the state says the Palo 
Alto company is violating a law prohibiting direct sales.

Agriculture heavyweight
California's drought could affect grocery shoppers nationwide, especially those who favor produce grown mainly here.

California produces ...
100% of nation’s
clingstone peaches

99%
of artichokes

98%
of pistachios

98%
of garlic

97%
of kiwifruit

97%
of plums

96%
of figs

Source: Department of Agriculture KARL KAHLER and DAVE JOHNSON/BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

ANDY WONG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Chinese relative of passengers aboard a
missing Malaysia Airlines plane talks to the
media Tuesday in Beijing. 

See TESLA, Page 10 See MISSING, Page 10

See FOOD, Page 10
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“And I wouldn’t go out to
eat very often. If food costs
go up, restaurant meals will
cost more, too.”

Kathy Jackson, CEO 
of the Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Santa Clara
and San Mateo Counties,
which distributes 52 million
pounds of food each year to
low-income residents from
Daly City to Gilroy, says the
drought could prove dev-
astating to the people her
organization serves. That’s
because 27 million pounds 
of the food her organization 
hands out annually is fruits 
and vegetables donated by 
California farms and grow-
ers.

Many of the families
Second Harvest serves live 
in “food deserts” with no
major retailers nearby, just 
corner stores. “Fresh pro-
duce is the most difficult
food for our clients to both 
find and afford,” she said.

Jim Cochran of Swanton
Berry Farm in Davenport 
offers a hint of what may 
come. He stopped water-
ing his artichokes a month 
ago and expects the cost of
a pint of organic strawber-
ries, which usually sell for
$3.50 at Bay Area farmers 
markets, to go up roughly
20 percent to at least $4.20
a pint.

“We are going to have to
sell our products for higher
prices because we are not
going to have the yield,” Co-
chran said. “We’re not try-
ing to make more money.
We’re trying to lose less.”

California is the nation’s
largest producer of many
fruits, vegetables and nuts. 
But with the traditional 
rainy season more than half
over, farmers are making
hard decisions about what
crops to plant and how
many acres to leave fallow. 
At least 500,000 prime
acres, representing an area 
the size of Los Angeles and 
San Diego combined, are
expected to go unplanted
this spring because of insuf-
ficient water.

“We’re really concerned 
about the extent to which 
acreage is being taken out of 
action,” said Richard Volpe,

an economist in the Foods 
Markets Branch of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. 
“The real economic impact
is long term and will be felt 
down the road, when there 
will be a structural shift in 
prices.”

Dave Heylen, spokesman
for the California Grocers
Association — which rep-
resents 80 percent of the
grocery stores in California,
including large chains like 
Safeway and Trader Joe’s  
— said the reduced planting 
may result in a limited sup-
ply of particular produce at
certain times of the year.
But he declined to specu-
late on the exact impact the 
drought will have on food 
prices, noting that large re-
tailers have global distribu-
tion systems that give them
access to foods from other 
parts of the country and
throughout the world.

“When I was growing up,
when peach season was over
it was over; there were no 
more peaches,” Heylen said. 
“Now you can get peaches 
from South America.”

While California’s
drought may be good for 
growers elsewhere, the 
state’s farmers are feel-
ing increasing stress. Last 
week, the federal govern-

ment announced that it will
not allocate any water to 
the Central Valley via the 
federally controlled Central 
Valley Project, California’s
largest water delivery sys-
tem. The Westlands Water
District provides water to
nearly 600 farms in west-
ern Fresno and Kings coun-
ties  and now has to contend 
with an allocation of zero. 
Roughly 200,000 acres of 

the 500,000 acres of land 
expected to be taken out 
of production this year fall  
within Westland’s boundar-
ies.

“Typically there would 
be huge amounts of lettuces
in the ground right now, 
and you are going to see lost 
production of lettuce,” said 
Gayle Holman of the West-
lands Water District. “As
we move further into the 

prime harvest season, con-
sumers are not going to see 
as many California-grown
honeydew, cantaloupes 
and watermelon at their
Fourth of July celebrations. 
We imagine higher prices, 
higher demand and less 
availability. We need buck-
ets of daily rainfall to even 
get us to the point of catch-
ing up to the worst-case 
scenario.”

Besides being the na-
tion’s leading wine and dairy
state, California produces 
80 percent of the world’s 
almonds and is a major 
producer of strawberries,
walnuts, celery, leaf lettuce, 
spinach and cattle. The $45 
billion agriculture sector 
includes 2.6 million acres 
of permanent crops like al-
monds and grapes, which 
allow farmers less fl exibility
in tough times.

“There will be thou-
sands of acres of fruit and 
nut trees that will die this
year because of lack of wa-
ter,” said David Sunding, a 
professor in the College of 
Natural Resources at UC 
 Berkeley. “The reduction in 
yield will drive up prices.”

But Mike Wade, execu-
tive director of the Califor-
nia Farm Water Coalition, 
said the precise impact on 
consumers is diffi cult to 
gauge because other states 
and countries might in-
crease production of the 
crops that California farm-
ers cut back on.

“We’re not expecting to 
see much in terms of spring 
planting of peppers and 
melons,” said Wade. “But 
planting may be ramped up 
somewhere else. It could be 
grown in Arizona or Mex-
ico.”

Full Belly Farm, a 350-
acre organic farm in Yolo 
County’s Capay Valley, 
is cutting back on water-
intensive crops like corn 
and melons, which means 
that there will be less va-
riety at Bay Area farmers  
markets. And the lack of 
rain has forced growers  to 
spend money fi ghting an-
other intrusion: wildlife. 
Deer  and wild pigs are in-
creasingly coming onto the 
farm in search of food, and
Full Belly expects to spend 
$20,000 this year just on 
fencing.

Contact Dana Hull at 408-
920-2706. Follow her at
Twitter.com/danahull.

PATRICK TEHAN/STAFF PHOTOS

Jim Cochran of Swanton Berry Farms off Highway 1 stopped watering his artichoke crop a month ago.

Cochran predicts the cost of organic strawberries, which usually sell for $3.50 a 
pint at Bay Area farmers markets, to go up roughly 20 percent to at least $4.20.
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on the drought go to www.
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selling automobiles directly
to consumers .

Early Tuesday, Tesla
blasted the administration of
Gov. Chris Christie in a blog
post, saying it had “gone
back on its word” and was
acting on behalf of “a spe-
cial-interest group looking
to protect its monopoly at
the expense of New Jersey

consumers.” That would be
auto dealers, who have no
place in a direct-sales model
like Tesla’s.

But a spokesman for
Christie said the company
knew full well this day would
come.

“Since Tesla first began 
operating in New Jersey one
year ago, it was made clear
that the company would
need to engage the Legis-
lature on a bill to establish
their new direct-sales op-
erations under New Jersey

law,” said Kevin Roberts, 
the governor’s deputy com-
munications director. “Tesla 
has been aware of this posi-
tion since the beginning.”

New Jersey is now the 
thirdstatethathas effectively 
banned Tesla from selling its 
cars directly to consumers. 
The other two are Arizona 
and Texas, which are among 
the four states Tesla is con-
sidering  for its  $5 billion “Gi-
gafactory” for batteries.

Tesla needs to sell di-
rectly to consumers because 

electric cars are still a rela-
tively new technology and it 
uses its stores to educate car 
buyers about the “new para-
digm in automotive technol-
ogy,” the company said in its 
blog post.

Tesla described the ac-
tions of the politically con-
servative  Christie, who is
widely regarded as a poten-
tial Republican presidential 
contender, as “an affront to 
the very concept of a free 
market.”

Diarmuid O’Connell, Tes-

la’s vice president of business 
development, issued a state-
ment denying that Tesla had 
been told “since the begin-
ning” that its license could 
be revoked.

But Jim Appleton, presi-
dent of NJ CAR, which rep-
resents the auto dealers,
said Tesla never should have 
been granted permission  to
sell cars in New Jersey in the 
first place.

“The jig is up,” Appleton 
said in an interview. “Some-
one at the New Jersey Mo-

tor Vehicle Commission
screwed up and issued Tesla 
licenses, and they never 
should have.”

Appleton added that 
“Tesla is accusing everyone 
in the world of backroom 
dealing, yet they indicated 
they had backroom discus-
sions that led them to believe 
they could continue to oper-
ate.”

Contact Dana Hull at 408-
920-2706. Follow her at
Twitter.com/danahull.

detected by the military at
2:40 a.m. over the Strait of
Malacca — a narrow stretch
of water off the west coast
of the Malay Peninsula.

Malaysia’s air force re-
leased a statement early 
Wednesday denying the
report, but acknowledged 
that the search area for the 
missing plane had been wid-
ened.

The Boeing 777, carrying
239 people, seemingly dis-
appeared without a trace, 
and thus far, search and
rescue crews have been un-
able to find any debris or jet 
fuel despite an increasingly
frantic effort.

One clue about what may
have happened proved a 
dead end when on Tuesday
investigators revealed that
two passengers traveling 
on stolen passports were 
young Iranian men who
probably were trying to im-
migrate to Europe and had 
no known links to terrorist 
organizations.

Malaysian Police Inspec-
tor General Khalid Abu
Bakar on Tuesday told re-
porters that one of the men
was Pouria Nour Moham-
med Mehrdad, a 19-year-old
whose mother was wait-
ing for him in Frankfurt,
Germany. She contacted
authorities after the fl ight
from Kuala Lumpur to Bei-
jing was reported missing.

“We believe he does not
have any links to terror-
ism, and we believe he was
just trying to migrate to
Germany,” Khalid said at a
news conference in Kuala 
Lumpur on Tuesday.

The other man was

identified by Interpol as
29-year-old Delavar Seyed
Mohammad Reza. At a
news conference in Lyons,
France, the agency showed
photos of the two men,
dressed in T-shirts and
jeans, at the airport. They 
appeared to be friends,
traveling together, although
Reza’s ticket had him fl ying
to Copenhagen as his final 
destination.

Investigators said Tues-
day that they would examine 
the possibility of a hijack-
ing, sabotage, a psychologi-
cal problem among one of 
the crew members or pas-
sengers — or an accident.
They said they were closely
examining the behavior

patterns of the passengers
from video footage taken at 
Kuala Lumpur airport be-
fore the flight boarded.

“Maybe somebody on 
the flight has bought a 
huge sum of insurance, who 
wants family to gain from it 
or somebody who has owed 
somebody so much money,
you know, we are looking 
at all possibilities,” Khalid 
said. “Other than mechani-
cal problems, these are the 
main areas of concern.”

Despite an expanded 
search area, no trace has 
yet been found of the air-
liner.

A local Malay-language
newspaper, Berita Harian, 
quoted Malaysian air force 

Gen. Rodzali Daud as say-
ing that at 2:40 a.m., the air-
liner was near Pulau Perak, 
a small rocky island in the
Strait of Malacca off the 
coast of Penang.

Rodzali said Wednesday 
that he was misquoted but 
acknowledged in a state-
ment that the air force “has 
not ruled out the possibility 
of an air turn-back on a re-
ciprocal heading before the 
aircraft vanished from the 
radar, and this resulted in 
the search and rescue op-
erations being widened to 
the vicinity of the waters off 
Penang.”

The change of course 
could be explained either 
by a decision by the pilots 

to turn back or a hijacking, 
analysts say.

Pilot misconduct is an-
other possibility under
investigation: Two South 
African women on Tuesday 
said that on another fl ight in 
2011, MH370 co-pilot Fariq 
Abdul Hamid invited them 
into the cockpit, smoked 
cigarettes and chatted with 
them for hours, in violation 
of airline regulations.

“I know for the whole 
time they weren’t facing 
the front of the plane and
actually flying,” one of the 
women, Jonti Roos, told an 
Australian television sta-
tion. She released videos 
and photos of herself and 
her friend posing fl irta-
tiously with the pilot. The 
airline said Tuesday that it 
could not confi rm the “va-
lidity of the pictures.” 

The disappearance of 
MH370 is developing into 
one of the most baffling
of airline mysteries. The 
crash of Air France Flight 
447 from Rio de Janeiro to 
Paris in 2009 also proved 
elusive to investigators, but 
that was over the Atlantic, 
a larger and deeper body of 
water.

With few other clues 
about why the plane van-
ished one hour into its fl ight
early Saturday, intense 
speculation had focused 
on the two Iranian passen-
gers traveling on passports 
that had previously been 
reported stolen by tourists 
in Thailand. One belonged 
to an Austrian tourist who 
said his passport was stolen 
at Phuket’s airport and the 
other to an Italian who has 
said the passport was taken 
when he left it as a deposit 
to rent a motorcycle.

The Financial Times 
reported that the Iranians 

had purchased their tick-
ets through a travel agency 
in Pattaya, Thailand. Ben-
japorn Krutnait, owner of 
the agency Grand Horizon
Travel, told the newspaper 
that the tickets were booked 
by an Iranian business asso-
ciate she knew as “Mr. Ali,” 
and that the passengers 
were traveling through Bei-
jing because they were the 
cheapest tickets to Europe 
available.

Thailand is considered 
a major hub for trafficking
in stolen and forged pass-
ports, which are reported 
purchased by criminals as 
well as economic migrants
trying to get to Europe or 
the United States, accord-
ing to investigators.

Speculation also fo-
cused on the possibility of
terrorism. The airplane’s 
disappearance came after 
a knifi ng rampage March 
1 that left 33 people dead 
— including four assailants 
shot by police — in a train 
station in Kunming, China. 
That attack was attributed
to Uighurs, a Turkic-speak-
ing Islamic minority from 
northwestern China.

 With the location of the 
plane and the reason for its 
disappearance unknown, 
frustration grew among 
family members. Malaysia 
Airlines was reported to 
have offered families $5,000 
in emergency funds, but 
many declined the money, 
according to Chinese press.
“Nothing, absolutely noth-
ing. It’s been many days now; 
we relatives really want to 
know what is going on,” said 
a weary-looking middle-age 
Chinese man who emerged
from a conference room in 
a Beijing hotel where fam-
ily members of the missing
were being accommodated.

WANG ZHAO/GETTY IMAGES

A relative of passengers on Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370, right, questions an aid
worker from Malaysia at a hotel restaurant Tuesday in Beijing.
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