Support my Initiatives to save more than one million Ugandans from starvation and Save more than thousand hectares from Degradation.
Am requesting you to support my initiative so that I can participate in the Gathering in Taos, New Mexico(from17th to 20th October 2013) and to a Food Sovereignty Tour in Piedmont, Italy(21st to 27th October 2013) by donating US$5, US$10, US25, US$50, US$100,US$200, US250, US$500 or more. The reason why I urgently need the donation is to save more than one million Ugandan from starvation to death and more than a thousand hectare of land from degradation. Any of your contribution counts a lot.

Justification of the Gathering and the Tour
 I have been invited by Growing Food & and Justice for All initiatives (GFJI), Growing Power Inc. (GP) and Taos Country Economic Development Corporation in USA to the 6th Annual Gathering in New Mexico with the Theme; “Food is Medicine, Water is Life from 17th to 20th October 2013”  to meet farmers, politicians, and the well-known experts on food system to discuss how people in all communities can have equal  access to high -quality safe affordable food in their countries and how we  can improve the food systems. This will be my chance to establish a powerful network with individual organizations and communities based entities who are working towards a food secure and just world. 
 I have  been also invited  Uganda by the Institute for Food  and Development Policy Popularly known as ‘Food First’ to join their delegation from USA to  a “Food Sovereignty Tour to Piedmont, Italy from October 19th to 27th 2013” so that together in Italy, we can explore the global food systems, explore the variety of micro climate of Piedmont; the most geographically diverse regions of Italy with a rich food culture based on diverse peasant farming systems but threatened by policies favoring industrial development. We shall discuss how small producers are protecting their agro-biodiversity, strengthening their communities to promote food sovereignty, meet and share experiences with producers, consumers, policy makers and advocacy groups of Piedmont region, visit Slow Food headquarters to learn many facts of its work such as the preservation of local crop varieties of seeds, livestock breeds and the local ecosystems and how smallholder farmers of Italy promote agricultural small business, and how peasants have managed to start their own guest houses on meager resources. Learn how Climate Change Adaptation measures and good practices can support farmers produce enough food to meet nutritional needs while preserving ecosystems from degradation. The tour will help us to share amazing experiences on our lives and challenges as people from the global south and global north while traveling, eating and staying together, the outcome of which we will take back to our home countries to contribute to alleviating poverty and food insecurity hence achieving sustainable development.
 Am Kaganga John aged 58 years, rural farmer from Uganda, professional food security fellow, environment activist, co-founder and Director of Kikandwa Environmental Association, an association of more than 400 peasant farmers managing more than four projects. One of them is the Community Innovation Resource Centre which provides information on a number of different sectors which include agriculture, food and nutritional security, environment

Management, climate change and climate change adaptation, food justice and food sovereignty, marketing and marketing skills, education, health, and ICT training.
Gathering in Taos, New Mexico by Growing Food& and Justice for All Initiative  

I have been awarded full Gathering registration scholarship for the two half day workshop, lunch and dinner by GFJI, therefore Am looking for international air fare US$2650, air transport transfers, insurance, tips, personal expenses meals and accommodation US$ 950

Subtotal = US$3600
Food Sovereignty Tour to Piedmont Italy by Food First
 Food First has offered to contribute US $600 on my expenses for the Food Sovereignty Tour.

Therefore, am looking for donation for; US$ 2800 for the trip price less US$600 from Food First = US$2200,which will cover compensation for many groups and individuals who will contribute their time, energy and expertise to the delegation, Accommodation for 8 nights, Meals and all schedule programs and workshops, International air fair & insurance US$1350,Tips,most beverages and personal expenses =US$300. 

Subtotal = US$3850

The grand total am requesting for your assistance =US$7450

.Between March and May 2011, I participated in a professional exchange program designed to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and other countries so that we can work together to improve on people’s livelihood and our societies. It was sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, US Department of State, During the exchange; I made professional contacts which have helped me very much to improve on my livelihood and the livelihood of my community. The Professional Exchange has increased my professional skills, personal confidence, and community involvement, Through this exchange, with assistance from Heather Box I came into contact with Global Giving and raised money online nationally and internationally and started a Community Innovation Resource Centre at Kikandwa community in Uganda which was launched in December 2012. 

Furthermore, I conducted workshops, seminars and trainings on food security and sustainable development.

I started producing organic soil by using the skills and knowledge gained at Growing Power located in Milwaukee-Wisconsin- USA

Between January and February I hosted Julian   MocineMc Queen of Green for All and Heather Box founder of the Million Person project, the friends got during the exchange, both conducted national workshops on storytelling, love and connecting change makers at the grass root to a Global World and how one can raise his/her profile, more than 1000 people mostly composed of the youth benefited.

My amazing work at my community inspired Heather Box to fundraise for me to attend Rio +20 as a farmer from grass root to go to Rio+20 and raise the voices of the small scale farmers to the global leaders and the world at large, I believed that the success of the agreements, promises, commitments and the implementation depend on the decision makers intimate understanding of the situation communities are facing in the developing World.

 In Rio+20,I made many connections with people who  showed interest to help my effort and the communities in the developing World which resulted from  my story telling.

Due to the increased confidence and inspiration as a leader gained from the exchange, I was invited by Beyond 2015 and Department of International Development (DFID)  to  the London  Meeting for the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the 2015 Development Agenda held on 31st October to 2nd November 2012 as a farmer and as Civil Society Representative to engage in the process to create the MDG-Framework and to provide the members of the panel with civil society input on the several thematic areas. DFID covered my travel cost to the UK and participation in the event.

Best regards,
Kaganga JohnRetired teacher, Small scale Farmer, Professional Food Security Fellow, Environmental Activist &Director

Kikandwa Environmental Association

C/o Uganda Coalition for Sustainable Development

P.O.Box 27551 Kampala

Phone +256 772 49 46 97 /+256 772 67 46 47
Email; johnkaganga@gmail.com /ekikandwa@yahoo.com
